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For several years now, 

applications (apps) on 

our mobile devices have 

made everyone’s life easier 
in areas like education, 

social networking, and 

productivity. As a result, 

people spend a lot of time 

on their smartphones and 

tablets throughout the 

day. Some of my fellow 

students may be interested 

in developing apps of their 

own, but don't know how to 

begin.

Since I got my smart-
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On November 19 the 

Department of English 

Literature hosted a "Night 

of English Literature", 

an event recognizing the 

achievements of students 

and faculty followed by 

student performances.

Juniors Park Seong and 

Song Chai-young were 

each given awards for their 

recent high scores on the 

TOEIC. Park received a 

perfect score, while Song 

got 945.

Alumnus Im Cheol-

gwon (Class of '94), gave 

a motivational speech 

reminding each student 

they are all capable of 

becoming experts. He called 

on them to appreciate 

what they have and to do 

everything with passion. As 

someone who has worked 

at Konkuk University, 

I m s a i d  K a n g n a m 

University students were 

more powerful, lively, 

and cheerful. "Going to 

Kangnam University is 

nothing to be embarrassed 

about," he said. "Be 

confident."

T h e r e wa s a l s o a 

retirement ceremony for 

Professor Hong Byung-

ho, who has taught in the 

Department of English

NIGHT CONT. ON 4

Scan the QR Code below 

with your smartphone and 

visit us online!

He is "probably the most 

famous player in Europe at 

the moment." That is how 

German School of Music 

Weimar professor Philipp 

Jundt describes Italian 

flutist Davide Formisano, 

who dazzled his audience 

last Saturday with a 

commanding performance 

at Seoul Arts Center. 

Accompanied by Professor 

Jundt, also on the flute, 

and pianist Ji Seok-young, 

Formisano began his recital 

with C.P. Bach's "Trio 

sonata d-moll", taking 

listeners on a musical 

journey that, as Formisano 

described it, covered "a 

large spectrum of almost 

the [entire] flute repertoire." 

He closed the formal 

portion of his program 

alongside guest flutist Yoon 

Hyun-im with an energetic, 

pract ica l ly ath let ic, 

performance of Doppler's 

"Rigoletto fantasie".

Throughout his nearly 

two-hour performance, 

D a v i d e F o r m i s a n o 

demonstrated his mastery 

of articulation

FLUTE CONT. ON 4

Want to be an 
app developer?

A Night of 
English 

Literature

▲ Inside Kangnam University’s Concert Hall, Italian flutist Davide Formisano guides the 
playing of sophomore Yeo Ini during one of several Masterclasses at the German School of 
Music Weimar.

PHOTO: Charles Ian Chun

Formisano hits a high note

Flow Dabbler goes
old school

▲ (from left) Kim Tae-yoon, Chai Ji-hye, and Kim Jung-
hyun perform “So High”.

DABBLER ON 2

The English 
Hakbo is 
online!

▲ Splash screen of my app, 
KNU Neighbor

PHOTO: Bikash KC

▲ Standing in chilly 7  ̊weather, Oh Jong-min, a fourth-
year student majoring in public administration, directs 
traffic to Woo-weon Hall, where the Department of Social 
Welfare hosted a seminar.

PHOTO: Charles Ian Chun
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Flow Dabbler held their 

6th concert "Back to the 

Old School" on November 

13 in the basement 

auditorium in Shalom Hall. 

Flow Dabbler is a hip-hop 

music club and managed at 

the expense of its student 

members. The president 

of Flow Dabbler is Park 

Woo-bin, a sophomore in 

the Department of Library 

and Information Science. 

Flow Dabbler's motto is 

"Let's make all kinds of 

songs listeners can enjoy." 

All songs are written by 

members of Flow Dabbler. 

Its seventeen members 

prepared for the concert 

over a six-month period.

While they got ready to 

perform, they felt nervous 

and self-conscious. They 

were especially concerned 

due to delays with the 

sound equipment and 

fears they would either 

forget song lyrics or get 

a poor response from the 

audience. Once they got 

on stage, however, they 

felt excited. More than 

half the auditorium was 

filled with an energetic and 

enthusiastic crowd. Prizes, 

a match-making event, 

and guest performances 

by hip-hop club Owechim 

and dance group All Clear 

raised the excitement.

Flow Dabbler performed 

nineteen songs ranging 

from sweet to exciting 

with diverse lyrical content. 

The songs performed were 

“Memorializing the emperor 

on an expedition”, “Put 
your, Put your”, “Phantom”, 
“In the cafe”, “Rapper”, 
“Go away”, “Funky 

Flow D”, “Badr Hari”, 
“Confession”, “Keep my 

eyes closed”, “DirtyBass”, 
“Like it, Like it”, “On 

the street”, “So High”, 
“Collaboration”, “Twenty”, 
“Part-time job monster”, 
“Thank you” and “Hip 

Hop”.
Lee Eun-ji, Ji Min-su, 

and Park Woo-bin sang 

"On the street", a nice 

and touching song written 

from the viewpoint of 

a man dealing with the 

sorrow of a break-up by 

walking down the street 

remembering happier times. 

Park Woo-bin, Lee Kyung-

yong, and Lee Jong-hyun 

performed “Collaboration”, 
an impressive song about 

friendship and appreciation 

for all members of the club.

Flow Dabbler ended the 

show with their song "Hip 

Pop", which the members 

said was the best part of 

the show.

By Han Jini

The English Hakbo is looking for reporters 
to start next semester. Visit our website 

englishhakbo.chaekjang.com 
for more details.

In an age when print 

publication is in decline, 

magazines continue to 

offer some of the most 

interesting content out 

there. Whether they're 

week ly, month ly o r 

seasonal, magazines give 

us useful information and 

enjoyment all throughout 

the year. A unique one you 

may not be familiar with is 

Blink.

Blink is a magazine 

that features the latest 

exhibitions of artists in 

the international spotlight. 

Therefore, it consists of 

photographs by artists and 

short interviews with them. 

Because the magazine 

aims to show cutting-

edge photography, it will 

look a little strange to 

the casual reader at first. 

In the process of reading 

the whole magazine, 

however, we will be able to 

empathize with the artists' 

thoughts, feelings, and 

sense of aesthetics. You will 

find that reading an issue 

of Blink is like visiting an 

art gallery!

Despite its high production 

va lues, B l ink i s an 

independent publication. 

Kim A-ram, the chief editor 

of Blink, chooses all the 

photographers, interviews 

them, writes the articles, 

edits the magazine, and 

even promotes it alone. 

Because the magazine 

doesn't have any sponsors, 

r e a de r s won't f i n d 

disruptive advertisements 

like the kind we see in 

most publications. According 

to interviews with Kim on 

Blink's website, she decided 

to make her own magazine 

after suffering the tedium 

of working at other Korean 

magazines for many years. 

“Other magazines are 

thrown out after reading," 

she says. "Blink, however, 

is like a small gallery. With 

this magazine, you can 

enjoy artists’ work all the 
time.”
Just like when you go 

to an art gallery, reading 

Blink might be difficult 

and awkward the first 

time. Simply look at the 

photographs and feel them. 

Read the stories of the 

photographers and try to 

see the world through their 

eyes. That is the only way 

to read Blink.

By Lee Su-hyun

DABBLER FROM 1

Help Wanted

Through their eyes

▲ (from left) Ji Min-su, Kim Da-young, Lee Eun-ji, and Kim 
Jung-hyun perform “Keep My Eyes Closed”

PHOTOS:  Charles Ian Chun

▲ Cover of Blink, Issue 3
SOURCE: blinkreflex.com 

phone, I have been 

installing and playing 

around with different 

apps. This aroused my 

curiosity about how they’re 
developed. Being a student  

of computer science 

engineering, I eventually 

decided to make an app 

for my graduation project. 

At first I was confused 

and did not know where 

and how to start. As time 

passed, I became absorbed 

in the project. The app that 

I dreamt of was a simple 

one that shared information 

about facilities on campus 

and restaurants and coffee 

shops near the university. 

Even with a computer 

engineering background, I 

was a complete novice. I 

failed many times, but my 

passion and perseverance 

helped me to finish the 

project.

How did I do it? First, 

I sketched out a block 

diagram of how my app 

would be organized. Then 

I analyzed the designs of 

similar apps from Google's 

app market and played 

around with them for more 

than two weeks to gain a 

proper understanding of 

how they worked. I learned 

a great deal. The app I 

planned to make was going 

to have a lot of content, 

so I first collected data by 

taking lots of pictures of 

all the places I wanted to 

share on the app.

The design of the user 

interface (UI) was also 

APP CONT. ON 3
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▲  Main menu
PHOTO: Bikash KC
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The answer lies within us
What a bargain!

There's nothing like 

reading a book of poetry 

while drinking a hot cup 

of coffee, especially during 

this time of year. There 

is a poet better known 

for his unusual cause 

of death; he died after 

being pricked by a rose 

thorn when in actuality he 

suffered from leukemia. 

The poet's name is Rainer 

Maria Rilke (1875-1926). 

I will replace this editorial 

with an excerpt from 

Rilke's letter written in 

response to an aspiring 

young poet. Although this 

is a personal letter, I am 

certain that our young 

readers will take with 

them some life lessons. 

It is my hope that the 

readers attempt to replace 

the word "poem" with 

their major field of study 

as I have done.

There is just one thing 

I would like to say to 

you. Although there are 

signs of uniqueness within 

your poems, there is no 

style that you can truly 

call your own. . . . You 

have asked me how I feel 

about your poems. I am 

sure it is only natural for 

you to want to receive 

the acknowledgement 

of others. Dare I say it; 

refrain from doing so 

in the future. I believe 

that at the moment you 

are looking outside for 

answers when you should 

be looking within. That 

is why I am telling you 

not to do this because in 

actuality no one can help 

you or give you advice on 

your poems. Other people, 

including myself, cannot 

take on that role for you.

In my opinion, there 

is only one solution and 

that is to constantly dig 

deeper. This will be the 

driving force in steadily 

writing your poems. 

Afterwards, the desire to 

write poems will take root 

deep within your heart 

giving you the answer 

to the question - "Would 

you rather die than quit 

writing poems?" Listen 

carefully to the voice from 

deep within and if you 

can find a clear answer 

to that question, then 

without hesitation keep 

your faith in the inevitable. 

Even if moments in your 

life may seem useless to 

others, you must believe 

in yourself and value your 

life no matter what.

Try to choose things 

from your ordinary 

life. Express your own 

thoughts and convictions. 

Although your life may 

seem insignificant, instead 

of blaming your situation, 

blame yourself for not 

extracting the abundance 

from your ordinary life. 

Poverty does not exist 

among those that create 

in life you should never 

dismiss or disregard 

anything.... Then your 

unique qualities will shine 

through and you are able 

to create space that you 

can call your own. What 

others have to say about 

your poems is just loud 

noise that will disappear 

eventually.... Poems that 

have come from within 

will be great despite the 

opinions of other people.... 

Creators need to become 

to become their own 

world.... I truly hope that 

you are steadfast in your 

ways achieving growth 

and development by 

finding the answers within 

yourself. Do not expect 

answers to your questions 

from the outside world 

because they can only be 

found from deep within 

after much reflection and 

contemplation.

As the year is coming to 

a close, how about looking 

within? Ultimately, the 

answer lies within us.

 
Translated by Julia Kim

A flea market is a great 

spectacle that also has 

meaning. It's a chance to 

save money and help the 

environment by buying used 

things. It's like combining 

shopping and recycling! 

In spite of these benefits, 

flea markets are becoming 

harder to find. On a fine 

autumn day in November, 

I went to Anyang Flea 

Market in Joongang Park. I 

wasn't, however, just there 

to shop. I was also a seller, 

bringing things like clothes, 

books, and toys I didn't use 

anymore.

Anyang Flea Market has 

been held every Saturday 

for twelve years since 

2001 and has been a local 

attraction for the city. From 

children to the elderly, 

the park is crowded each 

Saturday with people who 

want to sell their used 

things, buy something they 

need or just look around. It 

looks like a little festival!

The stuff that sells in 

the flea market goes for 

between 100 won and 

2,000 won. Even though 

the items are used, the 

quality is good. It’s a real 
bargain! One visitor to the 

Anyang Flea Market, with 

his hands full of bags, said 

the flea market is a magical 

place where he can buy 

everything he needs for 

just 25,000 won! Shoppers 

are not the only ones who 

benefit. Sellers can earn 

money selling stuff they 

no longer use. On the day 

I went, I earned 130,000 

won!

At the flea market, buyers 

can get things they need 

from sellers willing to part 

with their possessions for 

a very reasonable price. 

This kind of sharing adds 

meaning to our lives and 

brings communities closer 

together. For me, it was 

also a great chance to meet 

new people, talk with them, 

and practice my negotiating 

skills when they asked for 

a lower price.

Relating to strangers is 

not easy in modern life. 

The flea market is one of 

the few remaining traditions 

that allows us to feel 

affection for each other. 

Do you want your next 

Saturday to be a special 

one? Visit a flea market! 

You'll always leave with 

more than when you came.

By Lee Su-hyun

Editorial

APP FROM 2

crucial. At first I had no 

idea where I even wanted 

to put the menu buttons! 

Fortunately, I was able to 

get help from development 

books and websites. I 

tested the UI using an 

emulator I had created 

on my personal computer. 

When I saw that it worked, 

my happiness knew no 

bounds. I finished my app 

with that UI, coded it then 

tried it on my device.

It didn't work. I was 

stressed. I soon became 

disturbed and unbalanced. 

Instant noodles, bread, 

and coffee were my staple 

foods during that period. 

I suffered from insomnia 

and loss of appetite as I 

was completely lost in my 

project. I even skipped 

some classes due to all-

nighters and bad health. I 

felt like giving up on my 

project, but I didn't lose 

hope. The finished product 

was an app that worked 

only on my device, but 

not on others. I hadn't 

considered that every device 

has its own resolution and 

screen size (VGA, QVGA, 

HVGA, and WVGA) and dpi 

(dots per inch: ldpi, mdpi, 

hdpi, xhdpi). 

As the saying goes, 

“Where there is a will, 

there is a way.” If you 
want to become an app 

developer, you will need to 

dedicate yourself completely 

to the task. Even simple 

apps can be quite complex. 

Fortunately, there are a lot 

of programs and websites 

(HyperNext Android Creator, 

Basic4Android, andromo, 

apps-bar, and appsbuilder 

just to name a few) that 

can help you create simple 

apps without a deep 

knowledge of programming. 

But if you want to make 

advanced apps, you 

really must have a good 

understanding of Java and 

xml for designing a screen 

layout.

So that's what's involved 

in making an app. If this 

is something you think 

you'd be interested in, give 

it a try. You'll be proud of 

yourself for doing so. Who 

knows? Maybe one of us 

will make the next hot app.

By Bikash KC

▲ A bustling scene at Anyang Flea Market.
PHOTO: Lee Su-hyun

BRAVE FROM 1

▲ Click for more info!
PHOTO: Bikash KC
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Literature since 1984. 

Professor Hong now teaches 

a grammar class. "Although 

I will retire," he said, "I will 

teach continuously."

Sophomore Kim Won-

gick, who won the English 

Speech Content in October, 

delivered his prize-winning 

speech "Each History Has 

a Hidden Side". Quoting 

historical figures such as 

Abraham Lincoln, Kim 

displayed a strong command 

of English along with good 

eye contact, gestures, and 

tone.

The main event was the 

play “Somebody Famous”. 
It is a modern play about 

Brenda, an unknown 

actress, who goes to a 

fortuneteller named Mooch. 

Mooch tells Brenda she 

will be famous, but must 

beware of a one-eyed 

person. Wonderful things 

soon happen to Brenda, 

whose fame leads to her 

ruin.

When the actors first 

learned their scripts, they 

had difficulty understanding 

the meaning of the story 

and how to properly 

express emotions with 

their l ines. For two 

months, Professor Chung 

Indon worked with the 

student actors on their 

pronunciation, helping them 

learn how to perform in 

English. The result was a 

play that was interesting 

and easy to understand.

Owechim members Jung 

Jae-min (sophomore) and 

Lee Yoon-min (freshman) 

ended the night performing 

three songs, bringing the 

audience to their feet. It 

was an exciting end to a 

meaningful and eventful 

evening.

By Han Jini

and tone, while exuding 

a conspicuously cheerful 

demeanor that conveyed the 

joy he feels just to play. 

His performance clearly had 

an effect on the audience 

as well, judging by the 

large crowd of fans waiting 

in eager anticipation outside 

the Recital Hall afterward.

Formisano's visit to Asia 

(his next stop is Japan) is 

auspiciously timed with the 

release of his new CD of 

four flute sonatas by J.S. 

Bach. Those in the audience 

on Saturday got a taste of 

the new album with his 

solo performance of Bach's 

"Partita". Formisano says he 

is very happy with this CD, 

as it is his first "important" 

recording in eight or nine 

years.

The CD was a difficult 

one to record. "I think there 

is no more difficult music to 

record than Bach," he said 

in an interview with the 

Kangnam Hakbo. "Bach is 

the father of all composers. 

He is very strict. It's really 

mathematic, this music. You 

have to be really strong 

with the rhythm. You have 

to be ready with your 

concept of what you are 

playing and doing. But it's 

not only mathematic. It is 

also pure soul. This is the 

big secret of this music 

and why it is so great and 

difficult to play."

2012 and the release 

of this CD suggest the 

exciting direction his career 

is taking. Formisano has 

been a Professor of Flute at 

the University of Stuttgart 

since 2007. This past July 

he left the Orchestra of La 

Scala Milan, where he was 

principal flute since 1997. 

Being so busy with both 

jobs, finding the time to 

record such an ambitious 

CD was an accomplishment 

itself. It was "a big reason 

why I left the orchestra," he 

said.  "I want to have the 

time again to think about 

my music and to practice 

it well and be happy with 

my playing. Sometimes you 

are so busy you don't know 

who you are." Formisano 

described recording the 

Bach CD as going "back to 

school." Reflecting on his 

own musical journey, he 

said, "I hope now that I'm 

in the middle of my career 

that I start to understand 

something about this 

music."

Philipp Jundt's flute 

students have had a chance 

to consider their own 

careers during the series 

of Masterclasses Formisano 

has been teaching at the 

German School of Music 

Weimar since last week. 

The students, who were 

part of the audience 

Saturday night, have seen 

him bring the same energy 

and passion he has on 

stage to the classroom, 

reminding them that their 

professors are not only 

teachers, but musicians and 

performers as well.

By Charles Ian Chun

FLUTE FROM 1 NIGHT FROM 1

Kangnam Hakbo Vocab Challenge
Use the clues below to fill in this month's crossword puzzle. 
All of the answers come from this month's English articles.

ACROSS 
2. of various kinds 
4. a tiring state of 
boredom
5. not pay attention to 
7. a selected piece of 
writing 
10. arrangement for 
communication 
14. a study of beauty 
17. working with 
another 
18. inability to sleep 

DOWN  
1. software that 
behaves like another 
system 
3. cannot be avoided 
6. an area of public 
attention 
8. not giving up 
9. unimportant 
11. not too expensive 
12. wanting something 
great 
13. positive feelings for 
another 
14. entertainment for 
the public 
15. waiting to act 
because of not being 
sure 
16. progress downward

Check your 
answers!

▲  A performance of “Somebody Famous”

PHOTO: Han Jini

▲  Davide Formisano 
advises the other 
Masterclass students 
during his lesson with 
sophomore Song Hyeri.

PHOTO: Charles Ian Chun

▲  Formisano’s new CD of 
Bach sonatas came out 
last month.


