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By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Kangnam University's 

11:00 Sunday service 

has been a fixture in 

the schedule of students, 

faculty, and members of the 

local community for years. 

Held entirely in Korean, 

however, the university's 

considerable international 

student population has felt 

left out.

"Most of us are lost," 

says Nigerian Business 

Administration PhD student 

Daniel Dare Joseph. We 

don't actually understand 

the sermons.

WORSHIP CONT. ON 4

By VELISLAVA 
ALEKSIEVA

When I finished high 

school my dream was 

to study abroad. I found 

a way to realize my 

dream through Kangnam 

University. It gave me and 

countless other students the 

opportunity to realize our 

dreams of getting a quality 

education.

Before coming here I had 

been warned about the poor 

condition of the dormitories, 

but I did not care. I did 

not think something so 

insignificant couldget in 

the way of my dreams. 

And for a time, it didn’t. 
But I've since realized the 

poor living conditions in 

1stShimjeon Hall (심전1관)  

are too great to ignore.

Students pay 632,000 

wonper semester, plus an 

additional 30,000 won as a 

safety deposit, to live in the 

dormitory. What have

 

DORMS CONT. ON 2

By HONG JI EUN

Although a boy and girl 

fall in love, The Fault in 

Our Stars is not a typical 

love story. The characters 

suffer, but there is no hope 

for the future. And the 

story does not have a happy 

ending.

In the movie Shailene 

Woodley plays 16-year-

old Hazel, who has been 

diagnosed with Stage IV 

thyroid cancer that has 

spread to her lungs. She 

survives with the help of 

an experimental drug and a 

respirator. Hazel's parents 

think she is depressed and 

suggest she attend a cancer 

support group. She doesn't 

want to go, but she does 

and meets Augustus (played 

by Ansel Elgort). Augustus 

had lost a leg because of 

his own cancer. It is love 

at first sight, though Hazel 

doesn't know it then.

Augustus and Hazel spend 

time together, sharing their 

interests and experiences 

with cancer. 

LOVE CONT. ON 2

Sunday worship 
service now 
available in 

English

Real love 
through all 

kinds of pain

A review of 

The Fault in 

Our Stars

Praising the Lord

The old dormitory 
Is this the best we can do?

The English 
Hakbo is online!
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
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▲ As Thursday chapel lets out, students spend their afternoon performing worship music 
in front of Kangnam University’s Main Building.
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▲ Large clumps of dust collected from an air-conditioning unit in a dormitory in 1st 
Shimjeon Hall.

▲ English Ministry preacher 
Erik Turkelson leads the 
congregation in a recitation 
of the Apostle’s Creed.
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They also share enthusiasm 

and frustration over a novel 

called Imperial Affliction, 

which doesn't have a clear 

ending. They contact the 

author Peter Van Houten, 

who offers to explain the 

book if they visit him in 

Amsterdam. Hazel wants 

to go but can't because 

of money and her health. 

Augustus gets help from 

Genies, which is like the 

Make-A-Wish foundation. 

They make it possible for 

them to go to Amsterdam 

with Hazel's mother.

They meet Van Houten, 

who turns out to be a bad-

tempered alcoholic. His 

personal assistant tries 

to make it up to them 

by giving them a tour of 

Anne Frank's house. At 

the house Augustus and 

Hazel realize their love 

for each other. After they 

return home, Augustus 

reveals that his cancer has 

returned and asks Hazel to 

write his eulogy. His health 

gets worse and he dies 

a short time later. At his 

funeral Hazel cannot give 

Augustus's eulogy, saying 

that a funeral is really for 

the people left behind. She 

is then surprised to see 

Van Houten, who tries to 

make up for his behavior 

in Amsterdam by giving 

her a letter. Hazel throws 

the letter away at first, but 

then learns it is her eulogy 

written by Augustus.

Like Imperial Affliction 

the ending to this story 

is not very clear. Is it a 

happy one? It is a powerful 

moment when Hazel agrees 

without hesitation to write 

Augustus's eulogy. The 

two characters have an 

acceptance of death most of 

us could not imagine.

The Fault in Our Stars 

was originally a novel by 

John Green. Reading the 

novel is recommended 

before watching the movie. 

It is also a romance novel 

even guys will enjoy. 

Afterward, you will feel 

you know understand the 

meaning of life a little 

better.

LOVE  FROM 1 Why we're traveling abroad

DORMS  FROM 1
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students gotten for this 

money?

Only a casual look at the 

air-conditioning systems 

would tell you they have 

not been cleaned in years 

nor have the filters. One 

international student, who 

has chosen to remain 

anonymous, had been free 

of asthma for 15 years 

before attending Kangnam 

University. After living 

in the old dormitory his 

asthma started again, 

which later developed 

into bronchitis. He has 

since withdrawn from the 

university but continues to 

take medication to this day.

Even if students are 

willing to risk their health 

to stay cool, the air-

conditioning is centrally 

controlled. Students are 

at the mercy of dormitory 

administrators, whose 

control over the availability 

of air-conditioning is 

unreasonably str ict. 

A l t h o u g h s t u d e n t s 

understand the university's, 

even the country's, need to 

lower energy costs, 

DORMS CONT. ON 3

By LIM HA KYUNG

A travel agency recently 

reported that over 90 

percent of Koreans in their 

twenties have traveled 

abroad. Why are people in 

this age group so eager to 

travel? Is it to get more life 

experience? Is it to broaden 

their minds? Six men and 

women were asked about 

their motivations to travel.

One respondent answered, 

"I traveled to get some 

rest and clear my head. 

When I feel exhausted, I 

make plans to go abroad. 

Then I can forget all of my 

distractions and be myself 

again." As midterm exams 

are a recent memory, this 

sentiment is one Kangnam 

University students can 

easily relate to.

Of course, most people 

like to travel and make 

special memories with their 

friends. According to those 

interviewed, however, the 

most common reason people 

in their twenties travel 

abroad is because they are 

looking for something  

something they can't put 

their finger on. Another 

respondent said he hoped 

to figure it out by being 

in a new environment. "I 

wanted to experience a 

different culture and meet 

many people who think 

differently than I do."

Traveling is also an 

effective way to see what 

your friends are really 

like. "I got the chance 

to understand human 

relationships better," said 

Shin Ju Young, a 21-year-

old university student. 

"Because of my trip I 

realized how much people 

can change when something 

goes wrong."

A trip abroad can also 

help a person realize how 

much further they have 

to go in their personal 

development. According to 

25-year-old student Jang 

Jae Young, "At first I went 

on a trip just to see new 

sights and make good 

memories with my friends. 

But after the trip I realized 

how important it is to have 

English skills. I was really 

impressed to see so many 

people live life with such 

passion."

Whether it's to have 

some fun or find oneself, 

everyone can get something 

out of traveling abroad. And 

while traveling can also 

reveal uncomfortable truths 

about yourself or people 

you're with, it's still worth 

doing.
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in order to teach us about 

how to live a good life, 

about what is moral and 

ethical, the condition of 

the dormitories feels like 

hypocrisy. Or does the 

university administration 

hone s t l y t h i n k t he 

conditions in the dormitory 

are acceptable? Would they 

allow their own children to 

live this way?

The frustrations expressed 

here are shared by an 

overwhelming majority of 

residents in 1st Shimjeon 

Hall. Are we asking 

for too much? Are we 

being unreasonable? We 

appreciate the cleaning 

ladies who work extremely 

hard. And, yes, the 

university has recently 

removed old carpeting from 

the hallways. But the basic 

problems stated above are 

simply intolerable. When 

will they be addressed? 

Students have a very simple 

question for the university 

administration. For the 

money students pay, is this 

the best we can do?

The art of conversation
Humans have the ability 

to talk and although 

animals are able to 

communicate using their 

own form of language, 

it is of no comparison 

to humans. Humans 

are able to express 

themselves using language 

to communicate even the 

most trivial things in their 

everyday lives. Humans 

can feel a sense of joy 

through words as evident 

in numerous examples of 

word play. In this case, 

language becomes the 

medium for producing joy 

and pleasure. In addition, 

language has the ability 

to maintain one's status 

and power for those 

that have acquired it 

exclusively. In the past 

the Yangban (gentry) 

class exclusively acquired 

language, however, due 

to modernization English 

has become an exclusive 

language. Language 

represents power itself as 

it can control and be used 

exclusively even within the 

same languages. At the 

same time, language also 

plays the role of revealing 

and uncovering such 

power.

In a modern democratic 

society, almost all words 

are allowed in theory, 

and it seems as though 

everyone has the right to 

say what they want and 

this can be confirmed 

t h r ou g h nume r ou s 

words that come from 

everywhere. Everyone 

voices their opinions and 

it has come to the point 

that so many of these 

words have become noise.

Noises are broken words. 

People in modern society 

expect to communicate 

with each other using 

these words. However, 

it doesn't seem easy. If 

so, what is the reason? 

A conversation should 

at least be an exchange 

of words between two 

different people. Of course, 

words can be passed 

along by one person as 

shown in monologues. In a 

monologue, the speaker is 

also the listener. Therefore, 

effective communication is 

achieved. 

In contrast, if the speaker 

is the main agent in a 

conversation, the listener 

is the other person. The 

other person is someone 

who was born and raised 

in a different environment 

from the speaker. This 

person entails strangeness 

and difference. Thus, 

the existence of this 

difference should be 

acknowledged leading 

to a path of overcoming 

these differences and 

conflicts between the 

two people engaged in 

the conversation. For this 

reason, the success rate of 

communication is lowered 

in a conversation compared 

to a monologue. To 

improve the success rate, 

people have discovered 

various skills. Some of 

the most common ones 

are rhetorical and oratory 

skills. These skills have 

been used to support or 

justify their opinions. From 

this perspective, rhetorical 

and oratory skills have a 

positive effect; however, 

at times there may be 

negative effects.

For instance, it will 

be difficult to have a 

conversation when the 

other person is in a state 

of oblivion. Also, if that 

person is oblivious as well 

as stubborn, it will be 

impossible to continue the 

conversation. In this case, 

words that are exchanged 

cannot be considered to 

be a conversation; rather 

it becomes a one-sided 

notice. Furthermore, if that 

person tells lies by using 

brilliant verbal rhetoric to 

conceal them, then these 

rhetorical and oratory skills 

become that of deception. 

When a person full of 

malice uses these brilliant 

and inspirational rhetorical 

and oratory skills, in the 

short-run they can be 

used to mislead others, 

but they eventually lose 

their vitality. In contrast, 

you need to look at the 

problem which lies in front 

of the other person you 

are having the conversation 

with. In order to overcome 

a certain problem or 

m i s u n de r s t a n d i n g, 

continuous dialogue in 

an earnest and sincere 

ma n n e r s h ou l d b e 

achieved. At this point, 

the nature of the problem 

once cloaked in darkness 

is revealed through 

dialogue. However, the 

act of uncovering things 

that have been concealed 

is also the act of creating 

new life. This act is what 

we call art.

Conversation and dialogue 

should not be a skill of 

deception, but one of 

alleviating the problems 

of communication and 

that of revealing various 

issues. Instead of forcing 

one's views through 

embellishments, the true 

art of conversation starts 

by understanding the other 

person's views and by 

listening to what they have 

to say. This is something 

that people living in 

modern society need to 

achieve and we can do this 

by examining and exploring 

our conversations with 

each other.

Translated by Julia Kim

EditorialDORMS  
FROM 2

patience wears thin when 

summer days are so hot it's 

hard to even breathe.

The air-conditioning, 

unfortunately, is not the 

only thing that is wrong 

with the old dormitory. 

Many of the stairs in 

the emergency exits are 

crumbling. The communal 

bathrooms have showers 

with no showerheads. Mold 

grows on the walls and 

around the windows of 

the bathrooms. Rooms and 

hallways have sunken or 

deteriorating floors  some 

that have been repaired 

only with packing tape. 

Furniture so old, worn, and 

literally common site. Coin-

operated washing machines 

frequently stop in the 

middle of their wash cycles. 

Even the building's Wi-Fi 

doesn't reach some rooms.

Students cannot help 

wondering what the 632,000 

won they pay each semester 

goes toward. Some kind 

of clarification is required 

as students feel the price 

they pay to live in the 

dormitory is outrageous 

compared to what they get 

in return. Conditions in the 

dormitory are uncomfortable 

beyond reason and, in 

some extreme cases, even a 

falling apart is adanger to 

our health. Why has there 

been such a lack of care for 

the students who live here?

While our university 

requires us to attend chapel 
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▲ Mold has collected on 
the walls and ceilings of a 
communal bathroom in 1st 
Shimjeon Hall.

▲ Warped, most likely rotting, floor panels crudely repaired with packing tape in a 
dormitory in 1st Shimjeon Hall.



November 5, 2014 No. 327

Acclaimed Italian flutist and professor at State University 

of Music and Performing Arts Stuttgart Davide Formisano 

returned to Korea in October as a featured artist at Flute 

Week Korea 2014. Formisano, who released a new CD Live 

in Japan: Vol. III, even shared the stage with flute students 

of GSMW at Cosmos Music in Seoul.

The chance to play CPE Bach's Trio Sonata in D minor as 

a duet with Formisano was given to 4th-year student Hyeri 

Song. "Hyeri is very talented," Formisano remarked after 

the concert."She has amazing fingering, good embouchure; 

she learns [to work around her limitations] very quickly. 

She was very well prepared." 

"It was such an honor to play with Professor Formisano, 

whom I already admired," Song reflected later. "Although I 

was nervous preparing for the concert, he made it fun. Plus 

he is so relaxed and charismatic on stage, it really helped 

me give a more spirited performance."

Swiss pianist and RCA Red Seal recording artist Oliver 

Schnyder visited Korea and GSMW for the first time in 

September. He, along with flute professor Philipp Jundt and 

flutist Soohyun Paik, helped showcase a thematic program 

of songs by Brahms for the well received Flute Duo Recital 

at Seoul Art Center's IBK Chamber Hall.

"Oliver's a fantastic pianist!" said Jundt."What makes 

him different from any other player is his sensitive way 

of playing, with many different colors. No show, just the 

music. He doesn't do anything more than what's needed."

Schnyder also spent time teaching masterclasses for 

students of piano professor Andre Boainain. He is pictured 

above helping 1st-year student Bo Mi Hwang with Chopin's 

Etude No. 6.

It has been a busy semester for the German School 
of Music Weimar. Concerts, personal and professional 
milestones, and visits by masters from around the 
world are raising the profile and creating buzz 
around GSMW. 

J i Sung L e e, 3r d-

year piano student under 

Professor Andre Boainain 

gave an impressive recital 

on September 25 at Jang 

Cheon Art Hall in Seoul 

delivering a rigorous 

program that included 

Beethoven's Piano Sonata 

No. 26 and Ginastera's 

Danzas Argentina.

Sun Min Yang, 2nd-

year flute student under 

Professor Philipp Jundt and 

Guest Professor Dorothee 

Binding took 2nd place 

in the finals at the 33rd 

EumYeon Competition in 

September at Youngsan Art 

Hall, Seoul.

1st-year flute student Yoo 

Bin Son, pictured rehearsing 

with Professor Philipp 

Jundt, won the audition 

in October for the Yongin 

Municipal Youth Orchestra.

GSMW viola professor Erwan Richard and Suwon 

University College of Music piano professor Shunji Hirota 

had a busy October, playing a concert in Kangnam 

University's Concert Hall followed by a live recording 

session at The House Concert in Dogok Dong.

Before performing at Flute Meets Cello last month at 

Perigee Hall, Swiss cellist Rafael Rosenfeld helps 2nd-year 

student Sung Gyul Song with Concerto No. 1 for Cello and 

Orchestra by Shostakovich at a masterclass for students of 

GSMW cello professor Valentin Andert.

WORSHIP  
FROM 1

We go to church to worship 

God in truth and in spirt. 

If you go and don't even 

understand what the 

preacher is saying, you're 

not connected at all."

The university finally 

dealt with this drawback 

in September and began 

offer ing services in 

English with Department 

of Liberal Arts instructor 

Erik Turkelson serving as 

preacher.

Student response has 

been positive says Dare. 

"It is with excitement 

that someone like me is 

receiving this English 

service because we can 

interact, we can talk, and 

we can understand what 

the man of God is saying."

The university held 

its first official English 

Ministry service October 

5 on the 4th floor of 

Wooweon Hal l. With 

Kangnam Univers ity 

president Shinil Yoon 

and numerous faculty in 

attendance, university 

pastor Junwoo Lee delivered 

his first English-language 

sermon.

Pastor Lee hopes everyone 

at Kangnam University will 

attend the new service. 

"The English service is not 

only for our international 

students," he says."We also 

want our Korean students 

to be able to hear the 

sermons in English. With 

Erik Turkelson as preacher, 

we're able to provide what 

we think is a good chance 

for them. We look forward 

to more foreign professors 

attending as well."

English Ministry services 

are held every Sunday at 

1:00 pm on the 4th floor of 

Wooweon Hall.

For more information 

contact Erik Turkelson, 

trulyrisen@gmail.com.

▲ Kangnam University 
pastor Junwoo Lee delivers 
his sermon “Vision” in 
English.

Activity abounds at Weimar
By CHARLES IAN CHUN


