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By VELISLAVA 
ALEKSIEVA

Living abroad is not easy, 

but it sure makes me 

appreciate what I have.

The first time I came 

to Korea everything was 

perfect: the streets, the 

people, the scenery  

everything was exciting 

and interesting because it 

was so different from what 

I was used to at home. 

The culture has captivated 

me; the way of life makes 

it easy to do everything 

I could not do at home; 

the food is amazing in its 

variety of tastes and most 

of all, every person I meet 

is a new experience.

As time went by I didn’t 
realize how engrossed I 

was in this 빨리빨리 culture 

of excitement and adventure 

every day. Then came a 

time after three or four 

months when I realized I 

was getting tired of it all. I 

wanted some 

RECHARGE CONT. ON 4

By PRESIDENT 
SHINIL YOON

The Year of the Ram has 

begun and I would like to 

thank God for giving the 

faculty and staff here at 

Kangnam University the 

strength and courage to 

overcome challenges and 

turning them into feelings 

of worth and pride over the 

last 69 years. Moreover, 

I would like to wish you 

and your family peace 

and joy like the blue ram 

which symbolizes harmony. 

One year ago today I 

mentioned the meaning of 

the bluehorse. However, 

last year was a year filled 

with many tragic accidents 

and disasters such as the 

collapsing of the Marina 

Resort in Gyeongju, the 

Sewol Ferry tragedy, the 

Ebola virus outbreaks, 

and the collapsing of the 

ventilation grate in Pangyo. 

It was also a year in which 

we were unable to achieve 

the "Specialized Business 

Project for Universities" 

and experienced cuts 

i n t h e "U n i v e r s i t y 

Entrance Quota". Yet, 

we alsoachieved success 

by being chosen as the 

"University that Normalized 

SecondaryEducation" in 

addition to being awarded 

the "Best University to 

Evaluate Educational 

Welfare Aid to Special 

Needs Students in 2014" 

and achieving strides in 

maintaining our status as 

an "Accreditation Institution 

for University Evaluation", 

which we received in 2011. 

I would like to take this 

time to thank our faculty 

and staff for their hard 

work and dedication.

We are experiencing 

long-term economic 

recession here at home 

and overseas as well as 

increased competition 

among un ive r s i t i e s 

caused by changes in 

secondary education along 

with reductions in the 

school age population, 

university structural 

reform, and reduction 

policies implemented by the 

government. Furthermore, 

universities have cut back 

on their budgets and 

slimmed down on their 

academic and administrative 

organizations.To face these 

setbacks, universities are 

actively straying from 

customary administrations 

through bold innovations 

and changes. We have

GOALS CONT. ON 3

By HONG JI EUN

In the 1995 movie The 

Cure, a boy named Eric 

becomes friends with 

Dexter, who has AIDS. 

Neighbors tease Dexter 

because they think he is 

gay. Even Eric can't help 

asking, "Are you sure 

those germs don't travel?" 

This made me think about 

how little our own society 

knows about AIDS and the 

negative opinion they have 

toward people who have it.

A I D S  ( A c q u i r e d 

I m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y 

Syndrome) is a disease 

c au s e d b y a v i r u s 

c a l l e d H IV (Human 

Immunodeficiency Virus).

AIDS CONT. ON 4

German School of Music 

Weimar viola professor 

Erwan Richard will be 

holding a recital with 

pianist Shunji Hirota at 

Seoul Arts Center Tuesday 

31 March at 8:00 p.m.

KNU faculty and students 

interested in free or 

discounted tickets should 

contact the GSMW office 

on their availability. Visit 

the 2nd floor of Wooweon 

Hall or contact by email: 

cms4013@naver.com.

Recharge 
and return

Ignorance 
leads to 

prejudice
Our society needs to 
change its attitude 
toward HIV/AIDS

Repairs made at 1st Shimjeon Hall

President's 
New Year's address

The English 
Hakbo is online!
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
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▲ Kangnam University president Shinil Yoon greets faculty 
and staff at last month’s faculty workshop in Wooweon 
Hall.

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

▲ Construction workers spent much of February replacing 
old brick in key areas around 1st Shimjeon Hall (the old 
dormitory). Loose building material had created a safety 
hazard for parked cars and pedestrians.



March 11, 2015 No. 329

Hello, al l Kangnam 

University students! 

My name is Park Jun-

hyeok(I n t e r nat i ona l 

Relations, Class of 2010), 

the newly elected President 

of BEAT Student Council. 

I would like to take this 

time to thank each and 

every one of you who 

voted during the student 

council elections. First and 

foremost, I promise to do 

my utmost best to serve 

your needs, keeping in mind 

your rights and interests. 

I will live up to your 

expectations by becoming 

the voice for all Kangnam 

University students. I will 

listen to your needs with an 

openmind and promise to 

execute all of the promises 

I have made during the 

election. Furthermore, 

I will strive to make 

improvements that matters 

most to you. Most of all, 

I will improve learning 

conditions so that all 

students here at Kangnam 

University can focus on 

their studies. Once again, 

I will try my very best. 

Thank you for your support.

Translated by Julia Kim

I am a proudly dedicated 

4th-year student with 

high hopes of making our 

university a place where 

students want to learn. 

With your support, I stand 

before you as the Vice-

President of the 30th BEAT 

Student Council.

Frankly speaking, I was 

surprised when I heard 

the news of my election. 

I have always dreamed of 

becoming a member of the 

student council since my 

first year here at Kangnam 

University. Your vote 

matters and I will fulfill 

my duties as the new vice-

president to the best of my 

ability. I promise to live up 

to your expectations based 

on my solid experience as 

a member of the student 

council. Furthermore, I am 

confident that I will use 

my passion and experience 

to realize the goals I have 

set forth before you all. I 

will practice what I preach 

and do my utmost best for 

one year as the new vice-

president. Thank you.

Translated by Julia Kim

Message from the
President of the 30th Student 

Association BEAT

Message from the
Vice-President of the 30th 
Student Association BEAT

Questions encouraged at 
English Ministry 

Park Jun-hyeok
President, 30th Student 

Association BEAT

Kim Dara
Vice-President, 30th 

Student Association BEAT
4th-year, Business 

Administration

By ERIK TURKELSON

Kangnam University has 

a new English worship 

service on Sundays at 

1:00p.m. (Wooweon Hall, 

4th floor) and everyone is 

welcome! No, I’m sorry, it 

isn’t mandatory nor will you 

get credit for attending. I 

know that might seem like 

a huge disappointment, but 

it does allow us to enjoy 

the service more and really 

be there because we want 

to! Questions about God or 

the Bible are encouraged 

over coffee afterward but 

sometimes even asked 

during the sermon. Hey, 

we’re small enough, so 

why not? After all, who 

wants other people to 

tell them what to think, 

especially without any valid 

reasons for why anyone 

should think it? So at the 

Kangnam University English 

Ministry (EM), we not only 

teach what the truth is, but 

also why we think it is true.

Foreign students and 

some faculty members have 

been attending regularly 

since November and it has 

been a big joy to receive 

their questions and to 

read and explain God’s 

Word to them. The highest 

purpose of church is to be 

a place to hear the good 

news that Jesus died for 

our sins and was raised 

to life days later as proof. 

Paul, writing in about AD 

55 to a small church in 

Corinth, stated that if the 

resurrection never happened 

then Christianity would 

be worse than a useless 

deception. However, since 

Jesus really did walk out 

of his grave, then his 

resurrection is the hope 

for our own resurrection 

one day (1 Cor 15). This 

is why the Apostle’s Creed 
says, “We believe in the 

resurrection of the body”. 
Therefore, “Why do you 

think Jesus resurrected?” 
was one of the first, and 

best, questions I’ve received 
so far. Now that really got 

us talking, but I’ve got a 
500-word limit, so here’s 
the short answer.

Jesus died and was buried 

in a tomb. Later that tomb 

was empty, and crowds 

of people said they saw 

him walking, talking, and 

having meals with them. 

Jesus died on that cross 

in April of AD 30 or 33. 

That he died is a fact 

confirmed by the American 

Medical Association, so 

Jesus really was dead 

before the “resurrection 
appearances.” And in order 
to be medically dead, you 

first need to historically 

exist. So we can dispense 

with myths about Jesus 

never actually existing (the 

very least controversial 

fact for historians is that 

Jesus existed). Then 

Jesus was buried in a rich 

man’s tomb, which was 

known by not just his 

followers but by Jewish 

and Roman authorities as 

well. Days later, Jesus’ 
body was absent from the 

tomb, also confirmed by 

his followers and Jewish 

and Roman authorities. 

But the most interesting 

pieces of evidence are the 

eyewitness testimonies 

to Jesus’ post-mortem 

appearances, which are 

reported by women, men, 

his friends, his enemies, 

and family members who 

hadn’t believed him. There’
s plenty of evidence to dig 

into and few questions have 

as much impact on us, even 

eternally, than the question, 

“Was Jesus raised from the 

dead?”

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

▲ Kangnam University English Ministry Preacher Erik Turkelson invites questions at the 
first official English-language service in October.
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Jeul Tak Dong Gi 즐탁동기(啐啄同機)
I n December 2014 

the Swedish furniture 
company IKEA opened its 
first store near the KTX 
Gwangmyeong Station in 
the province of Gyeonggi. 
IKEA is a global company 
that offers affordable 
products with simple 
designs to its customers 
worldwide. IKEA is a giant 
in the furniture industry 
with annual sales of more 
than 40 trillion won. In 
addition to furniture, they 
also have nearly 9,500 
kinds of appliances and 
home accessories. They 
sell ready-to-assemble 
furn itu re, a l lowing 
customers to assemble 
furniture on their own, 
making their products 
more affordable. With this 
competitive edge they 
strategically targeted the 
Korean market, bringing 
about changes in the 
furniture industry. In 
2010 after hearing word 
of opening, Hansaem, 
a Korean rival furniture 
company, began building 
its national networks such 
as expanding contractors. 
They were paving the road 
to seize the "furniture 
services market". Now 

Hansaem is not merely a 
furniture company, but a 
company that sells space 
as a total space solutions 
company. Mos Burger, a 
fast-food restaurant chain 
that originated in Japan, 
is considered to be one 
of the most attractive 
companies in Japan. 
Mos Burger is not even 
intimidated by McDonald's, 
which is the largest fast-
foodrestaurant chain in 
the world. Mos Burger's 
success is evident in their 
consumer survey results 
and sales. According to the 
Nihon Geizai Newspaper, 
Mos Burger came in 
number 1 for the most 
preferred brand two years 
in a row in 2013 and 
2014. Moreover, sales of 
Mos Burger continue to 
grow despite the health 
concerns of fast-food. The 
strategy of Mos Burger 
is to provide customers 
with value, not price, 
by offering customized 
services to its customers. 
This is how a small 
company like Mos Burger 
is trying to win against 
McDonald's. 
The Swiss pharmaceutical 

company Roche, the maker  

of Tamiflu, earned sales 
of over $3.3 billion (about 
3.67 trillion won) in the 
year 2009 alone when the 
H1N1 influenza spread 
worldwide. However, 
another company actually 
took a portion of the 
enormous revenues. It 
was Gilead Sciences, 
an American bio-tech 
company which has a 
patent on a substance 
contained in Tamiflu. 
Thanks to innovation in 
product development and 
creative thinking, Gilead is 
often referred to as "Apple 
of the pharmaceutical 
industry". They have a 
clear philosophy of selling 
science, not products. 
Even Wall Street has 
praised Gilead's business 
philosophy of generating 
results by focusing on 
what they are good at.
"Jeul Tak Dong Gi" is an 

old adage that has become 
a trend these days arising 
from politics and the 
economic world as well as 
all walks of life. The word 
"Jeul" is the chick pecking 
at its egg shell once it 
has fully developed. "Tak" 
is the mother hen helping 
the chick come out of its 

shell by also pecking at 
the shell after hearing the 
pecking noises. Therefore, 
"Dong Gi" is the same time 
the chick and mother hen 
are pecking at the shell 
helping the chick come out 
of its shell -- that is, the 
cooperation and harmony 
between the two enabled 
the chick to break free 
from its shell allowing it to 
take its first breath in the 
world.
Although it is still chilly 

in the mornings and 
evenings, a new semester 
has begun filling the 
once quiet campus with 
students' energy and 
excitement. To start off 
the semester, we should 
set goals for ourselves. We 
need to make a detailed 
plan and work hard to 
achieve those goals. Once 
you have signaled the 
"Jeul", the next step is to 
put the "Tak" into place, 
and then finally you will 
have reached "Dong Gi"  
the final step of the whole 
process. Keep this in mind 
 we can be the next 
Hansaem, Mos Burger, or 
Gilead.

Translated by Julia Kim

Editorial

the entrance quota and 

specialization, maximizing 

financial support. In order 

to securefinancial aid 

from the government, the 

wisdom and cooperation 

of all members of faculty 

and staff are needed 

for structural reforms of 

departments and reductions 

in the entrance quota as 

well as improve various 

assessment indexes.

Second, we must set 

a "strategy of financial 

e x p a n s i on" fo r t h e 

development of our 

university. In order to 

overcome the current 

financial condition of 

maintaining the tuition-

fee freeze or tuition-fee 

cuts, it is essential that 

we achieve groundbreaking 

improvements in earnings 

and expenses. We will 

actively pursue the task 

of expanding the financial 

support project, profit 

business, development 

funds, corporate body 

transferred money. We will 

combine all of our creative 

capabilities for financial 

expansion. We will also 

prepare an action plan by 

establishing an innovative 

compensation system 

for those contributing to 

the generation of profits 

and create a strategic 

organization thereby 

becoming a year in which 

we will lay a foundation 

for financial expansion. 

We will reorganize our 

administration by setting 

"downsizing, efficiency, 

flexibility" as axes of 

innovation in order to fully 

optimize our administration. 

In order to provide a higher 

level of education, the 

process of our university's 

s t r a t e g y-p l a n n i n g-

execution-assessment must 

operate properly. We must 

never forget our beginnings 

and exert every effort to 

learn -- all which requires 

sacrifice.

Third, we must realize 

our goal of "satisfying 

our clients, that is, the 

students with a high quality 

education." We will strive to 

become a "student-centered 

university" by earning 

their trust of our students 

through high quality 

education. In order to foster 

talented individuals that 

will make a difference in 

society, we must establish 

a solid educational system 

and structure that will 

ult imately lead to a 

competitive edge. Reforms 

and changes will make 

students want to come to 

our university to learn. 

We must do everything we 

can to satisfy the needs 

of our students through 

the perspectives of our 

students. Communication 

is essential when it comes 

to fulfilling the needs of 

our students. Furthermore, 

we will fall behind if we 

do not develop and evolve 

in a creative manner. The 

ultimate goal of changes 

will be the reconsideration 

of quality education -- 

that is, a university that 

"teaches well." In addition 

to quantitative indexes such 

as faculty procurement 

rate, tuition fee restitution 

rate, scholarship payment 

rate, and employment rate, 

it is essential to concern 

ourselves with improving 

indexes such as class 

management, student 

evaluations, student learning 

competencies support, 

career path and counseling 

support, employment and 

start-up business support, 

and educators satisfaction 

level management. We will 

place priority on setting 

GOALS CONT. ON 4

GOALS 
FROM 1

e x p e r i e n c e d  m a n y 

challenges but have never 

succumbed to them in 

nearly 70 years of the 

university's foundation, 

turning challenges into 

opportunities. 2015 will be 

a year in which we lay a 

solid foundation for the next 

70 years whereby we will 

see continued growth after 

overcoming obstacles along 

the way through teamwork 

and cooperation.

First, we will re-examine 

our goals and pursue 

internal stability. We must 

proactively implement bold 

innovations in order to 

break away from passive 

changes from the outside 

and make this our year to 

promote internal stability 

through reorganization 

and specialization by 

re-examining our current 

values and goals. To 

achieve this, we must 

divide the mid- to long-

term development plan of 

New Vision 2020, which 

was started in 2011 and 

developed in three phases 

to follow pace with the 

government's structural 

reform period. We will 

establish the New Vision 

2020 Phase 2 Development 

Plan, pursuing a detailed 

action plan in a total of 

seven areas including 

university curriculum and 

support, faculty and staff, 

educational conditions, 

research and industrial 

cooperation, administration 

and finances, and external 

evaluations. Based on 

thorough situation analysis, 

we wi l l es tabl i sh a 

systematic Phase 2 detailed 

business plan by connecting 

the development plan with 

our budget to make it 

realizable. Moreover, we 

will overcome the current 

financial crisis by including 

revenue diversification, 

expense propriety standards, 

a cost reduction plan, an 

efficient budget execution 

plan, and improvements 

in cost structure. We will 

take action to deal with 

the government's plans to 

reform the structure of 

universities by minimizing 
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aside a budget for high 

quality education by taking 

into consideration all 

related indexes leading to 

productive results. Let us 

all work together towards 

the goal of becoming a 

small yet solid university 

that will stand alongside 

or even surpass other 

universities around the 

world. 

Our most important 

goal for the new year is 

"communication based on 

trust." Based on this trust, 

all members of Kangnam 

University including faculty 

and staff, alumni, and 

students will stand united 

in harmony leading to hope 

and positive change. We 

should set all differences 

and work with one another 

for a common purpose. 

We should be the first to 

set an example for taking 

a stance when it comes 

to hard issues and strive 

to make changes without 

letting our past and 

customary practices get in 

the way. In the previous 

year, we worked with many 

faculty and staff for several 

months on the Specialized 

Business Project and 

sought ways to improve our 

competitive edge through 

departmental specialization. 

Although we were not 

chosen for that project, 

it provided a valuable 

experience in which we 

were able to examine the 

current conditions of each 

department leading to the 

breaking down of barriers 

between departments. Now 

is the time for all of us 

to come together for a 

common goal. The new year 

will bring about a stronger 

conviction for innovations 

and changes laying the 

"cornerstone for the next 

70 years." Once again, I 

would like to wish you all a 

healthy and prosperous new 

year.

Translated by Julia Kim

peace and quiet, some time 

to relax, and to eat some 

homemade food. Yes, life is 

good in Korea. But I missed 

home.

When the opportunity 

finally came I packed my 

bags for that long flight 

back, not believing it was 

actually happening. The 

moment I knew it was real 

was when I sawmy family 

waiting for me at the 

airport. I hugged them and 

felt their love for me. I had 

peace and security again.

The first couple of days 

back home everybody 

treated me like royalty, 

preparing for me all the 

delicious meals Ihad 

missed. In Bulgaria we 

love homemade jams: 

sweet ones made from 

apples, strawberries, and 

raspberries and salty ones 

like lutenitsa made from 

shredded red peppers and 

tomatoes. We also eat white 

cheese and sour yogurt I 

can't find anywhere else. 

As I savored the dishes 

made with basil, oregano, 

rosemary, sweet red pepper, 

and parsley, I shared my 

experiences with my family 

in detail I never could in 

just an email.

With all the love and 

laughter, I felt myself 

unload and my batteries 

recharge. Two to three 

weeks of this peace and 

quiet was what I needed 

-- just enough time to see 

my relatives, including the 

new ones like my newborn 

cousin, and visit the places 

I had missed so much like 

the mountains where we 

ski in the winter and the 

Rila Monastery, a symbol 

of Slavic cultural identity 

founded in the 10th century 

by St. John of Rila.

During these first few 

weeks, I felt like everything 

I had ever needed was 

at home. Then I found I 

missed kimchi and bibimbap 

and my wonderful friends 

back in Korea. I started 

to see all over again the 

reasons why I decided to 

leave home in the first 

place.

My batteries were fully 

charged and I needed to get 

back to the adventurous life 

I had chosen for myself. 

빨리빨리!

GOALS  FROM 3 RECHARGE  FROM 1 AIDS  FROM 1
AIDS weakens your immune 

system by destroying the 

cells that protect you from 

serious disease. With a 

weakened immune system, 

common illnesses become 

deadly. Worse, HIV can 

make people feel like they 

have the flu, making it hard 

to know at first whether 

they are infected.

HIV is mainly spread 

through sex as the virus 

is transmitted through 

blood and some body 

fluids. Blood transfusions, 

sharing hypodermic needles 

(like drug users do), 

and transmission from 

a pregnant mother with 

HIV to her children are 

other common ways of 

transmitting HIV.

There are a lot of 

important things we have 

to know about AIDS. But 

there is nothing more 

important than knowing 

wha t ou r s o c i e t y’s 
perspectives are. As we 

all know, Koreans are 

not generous toward 

homosexuals and people 

with HIV/AIDS. According 

to the Korean Centers 

for Disease Control and 

Prevention, the number 

of Koreans infected with 

HIV/AIDS has risen from 

828 people in 2007 to 

1,114 people in 2013. 

But while these people 

should be receiving care 

and sympathy, Koreans 

with the disease are 

looked on with contempt. 

In March 2014 Yonhap 

News reported that AIDS 

patients are discriminated 

against by hospitals and 

the community, causing 

guardians to fear their 

loved ones will be refused 

care at hospitals.

People who think AIDS 

patients need to be isolated 

mistakenly believe HIV is 

easily infected. But HIV 

cannot be spread through 

casual contact or through 

the air like a cold. There 

need to be laws to protect 

those infected by HIV/

AIDS from discrimination. 

But most importantly, our 

society has to be better 

informed.
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▲ English instructor Eldin Husic and student Onur Sahil of 
The Light perform a Yongin Street Artists event Saturday 
afternoon at Gyeonggi Provincial Museum.

PHOTO: VELISLAVA ALEKSIEVA

▲ Breakfast at home in Bulgaria with my mother’s 
homemade jam.

▲ German School of Music Weimar flute professor Philipp 
Jundt will tour Asia next month with the New Zurich 
Orchestra under Martin Studer. In Korea they will perform at 
Cheonan Arts Center April 24 and Seoul Arts Center April 
25. The highlight will be Jundt’s performance of Rodrigo’s 
Concierto pastoral, considered one of the most difficult 
flute pieces in the repertoire. Kangnam University faculty 
and students interested in free or discounted tickets should 
inquire on their availability at the GSMW office: Wooweon 
Hall 2nd floor or (email) cms4013@naver.com.


