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If you've ever wondered 

if reading English in 

your free time could 

be as entertaining as 

collecting magic items and 

fighting monsters on your 

smartphone, you'll be happy 

to know there's a way to 

combine both of these fine 

pursuits during those long 

commutes to and from 

school.

Believe it or not, there 

was a time when role-

playing games (that's what 

RPG means) were done 

with players sitting around 

a table while the game's 

organizer, called 

BOOKS CONT. ON 3

In celebration of the 70th 

anniversary of Korea's 

National Liberation Day, 

the 5th Yeoncheon DMZ 

International Music Festival 

was held between July 

25 and August 2. In 

addition to concerts, the 

festival's Music Academy 

holds private lessons, 

masterclasses, lectures, 

and competitions. German 

School of Music viola 

professor Erwan Richard 

returned to the festival as 

Artist-Faculty, a position 

he has served since 2011. 

On the afternoon of July 

30, Richard and his 3rd-

year student Lee Hyun 

Kyung joined Korean and 

international musicians in 

a concert at the DMZ's 

Seungjeon Observatory to 

promote peace between the 

two Koreas.

The moving concert

PEACE CONT. ON 3

Fo r s t u d e n t s wh o 

use television to study 

English while entertaining 

themselves in the process, 

there is no shortage of 

quality shows available for 

download to the savvy web 

surfer.

One such show to consider 

adding to your television-

watching schedule is the 

American political drama 

The West Wing created by 

famed screenwriter Aaron 

Sorkin (The Social Network, 

The Newsroom). Yes, the 

show went off the air while 

most of today's Kangnam 

University's students were 

still in elementary school. 

But the compelling stories, 

sophisticated dialogue, and 

strong performances by the 

ensemble cast still hold 

up, making it relevant and 

worth watching even today.

The program takes place 

during the two-term 

presidency of the fictional 

Josiah "Jed" Bartlett and 

shows the goings on of the

WEST WING CONT. ON 2

Gamebooks 
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A smart 
drama that 

holds up
A look back at 
The West Wing

KNU 
ENGLISH 
MINISTRY

Professor and student join in 
concert for peace

A prayer for a bright future

The English 
Hakbo is online!
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

▲ Graduating doctoral students join in prayer during Kangnam University’s graduation 
ceremony August 20 in Wooweon Hall’s auditorium.

IMAGE SOURCE: KBS NEWS

▲ (from right) German School of Music viola professor Erwan Richard and his 3rd-year 
student Lee Hyun Kyung perform at a Concert for Unification at the 5th Yeoncheon DMZ 
International Music Festival.

▲ Main menu screen for 
Fighting Fantasy’s The 
Forest of Doom. 
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Camping in Korea WEST WING FROM 1

Executive Office Building 

(or the West Wing of the 

White House). Sorkin's West 

Wing offers a detailed look 

at the interactions between 

White House staff from the 

Chief of Staff (the highest 

ranking employee) to the 

Communications Director 

to the Press Secretary (the 

spokesperson who gives 

the daily briefing to the 

press), their assistants, 

and members from other 

branches of government.

Through witty, rapid-

fire dialogue, most notably 

during Sorkin's signature 

device of having his 

characters "walk and 

talk", students can gain a 

sense of how the office of 

the president sets policy, 

responds to forces often out 

of their control, and tries to 

control its message (usually 

with limited success).

Students are probably 

more familiar with current 

political dramas like House 

of Cards, in which the 

central characters use 

whatever means necessary 

to grab power. While 

that show is also highly 

entertaining and more likely 

to resonate with a cynical 

viewership, one could argue 

that it offers comparatively 

little to educate how things 

are done in Washington, 

D.C.

Earlier this year former 

US Congressman Barney 

Frank mentioned on popular 

late-night talk show Conan 

that House of Cards is "the 

most inaccurate, misleading 

[show], and unfortunately 

it gives people a bad idea. 

We suffer from people 

saying ‘what’s the point of 

voting? It doesn’t do any 
good, none of them can 

be trusted,’ and House of 
Cards just reinforces all of 

the inaccurate impressions. 

First of all, we’re not that 
evil, secondly, we’re not 
that clever . . ." In contrast, 

Frank praises The West 

Wing, in which "you have 

real people trying to do the 

right thing, stubbing their 

toe and getting it wrong, 

then getting it right."

The West Wing is not 

without its shortcomings 

e ither. People have 

rightfully criticized the show 

for being an “idealized” 
version of the White House. 

And, to be sure, there 

are moments when the 

conviction of the characters 

feels preachy and the 

sentimentality becomes 

downright corny. On a more 

basic level, students may 

find themselves frustrated 

with how fast everyone 

talks. It doesn't take long, 

however, to overlook these 

minor setbacks. Like any 

good drama, the characters 

are well developed with 

stories that make you 

care about them. And 

this political drama is 

surprisingly very funny 

(admittedly in the way a 

Charles Dickens novel is 

funny).

So if you're looking for 

some new English-language 

programming, give this 

recent classic a chance. The 

realistic tone, challenging 

stories, and consistently 

strong writing make The 

West Wing worth watching.

By ELDIN HUSIC

When I think of camping, 

I see two people sitting 

on a blanket in front of a 

small tent, sipping on wine, 

and looking at a sunset. It 

is a peaceful and relaxing 

sight.

In my experience, camping 

in Korea has never, ever, 

been anything like this . . .

I am sure one can find a 

place like this and spend 

some quality time with a 

loved one, in peace and 

quiet. But what my family 

is looking for is fun, 

excitement, safety, and 

convenience. Now, is it 

possible to find all that at a 

camping site?

My answer is: “Yes, it is!”
Camping in Korea is 

all about these four 

elements mentioned above. 

Most camping sites have 

playgrounds, play zones, 

and are usually located 

near some interesting 

and popular landmarks 

or amusements parks. At 

camping sites, you can 

usually rent boats, bicycles, 

or even ridehorses. Talk 

about fun and excitement!

The camping sites are 

usually enclosed properties 

which means that someone 

is there looking out for 

you. If you visit a place 

where you can camp for 

free there might not be a 

security guard or a fence in 

place. But in my experience, 

camping in Korea is a very 

safe activity. I do remember 

one incident in Yeoju when 

all of our food had been 

stolen while we were 

sleeping. We called the 

police in the morning. The 

police arrived and quickly 

found out that a bunch of 

middle and high school kids 

in the tent next to ours 

had stolen our food. They 

called their parents, who 

apologized for their actions 

and reimbursed us for the 

stolen food. It was a very 

nice gesture by the police 

and the parents.

Apart from that event, in 

my six years of camping 

experience, it has been 

smooth sailing. Thank you 

very much!

When i t c ome s t o 

convenience, nothing 

beats a Korean camping 

site. There are toilets, 

shower rooms, electrical 

outlets, convenience stores, 

restaurants, coffee shops, 

and other amenities. In case 

you forget something, don’t 
worry about it! You can find 

it at your camping site.

It sounds too good to be 

true?! Well, all of it comes 

with a price tag. A spot 

at a camping site can be 

anywhere from W5,000 

to W100,000. It depends 

on the location and the 

facility itself. There are 

free camping sites but 

they are hit-and-miss, as 

we might say. Some of 

them are decent, and one 

might have a wonderful 

time there. Some are best 

avoided. My advice is to do 

an internet search about the 

place you would like to visit 

beforehand. Someone has 

already been there and has 

written about it. After all, 

this is Korea. You can find 

everything and anything 

online.

Finally, the best part of 

camping for me and my 

family is meeting new 

people. At night, campsites 

turn into party zones. 

Everyone is enjoying their 

food and drinks. Kids are 

running around shooting 

fireworks and playing their 

games. All people are 

having a great time. Those 

not having a great time are 

the ones that have drunk 

too much. They are the 

ones that can spoil a good 

thing. That is life! There 

is always something, but 

you should not let that stop 

you!

So, go. Get a tent, a 

blanket, a loved one and 

find yourself a nice place 

under the stars or near the 

sea. Enjoy camping your 

own way! I know I will.

And, please clean up, don’t 
be too loud, don’t steal other 
people’s food, don’t drink too 
much, and stay safe!!!

PHOTO: ELDIN HUSIC

▲ Camping with the family at a site near Gangreung.
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included pieces such as 

Samuel Barber's "Adagio 

for Strings" from the film 

Platoon followed by "Romeo 

and Juliet, Overture-

Fantasy" by Tchaikovsky -- 

metaphors for war and a 

wish for love and unity.

The concert was covered 

by news outlets including 

KBS and JTBC.

Building success on 
a solid foundation

This summer was a 

very bleak and troubling 

period for all of us here 

at KNU. A professor at 

our university inflicted 

physical and verbal 

abuse too shameful to 

put into words on one 

of his students. This 

professor was dismissed 

on disciplinary grounds. 

And although we can 

mitigate the situation by 

saying we have nothing 

to do with this as these 

incidents of abuse took 

place outside of our 

campus, at the same time 

we cannot ignore that fact 

that our reputation has 

been severely damaged 

due to this abominable 

act. We are now under the 

watchful eye of the media 

making the atmosphere 

here at our university 

an extremely tense one.

However, it is important 

that we all come together 

and find ways to overcome 

this difficult situation.

First and foremost, 

follow-up measures need 

to be taken in order to 

prevent these kinds of 

incidents from happening 

again. As the saying goes, 

"better late than never." It 

is imperative that we lay 

a solid foundation in order 

to deal with challenging 

issues. If we dismiss the 

aforementioned incident as 

one crazy professor that 

displayed deviant behavior, 

who is to say that this 

won't happen again in the 

future?

Second, we need to do 

our part in rebuilding 

the reputation of our 

university. This was a big 

wake up call for all of 

us. We need to show the 

public that our university 

does not tolerate this 

kind of behavior under 

any circumstances. This 

is not who we are as a 

university. It is essential 

that we lead by example 

during this crucial period.

Third, we need to realize 

that all of our actions 

have consequences.The 

actions of just one person 

caused a major ripple 

effect. One bad apple 

ruined the whole fruit 

basket. Everyone here at 

KNU must come together 

and move forward for a 

better future.

Fourth, faculty and 

staff should support 

and exchange words of 

encouragement with one 

another. In actuality, the 

students have become 

the real victims from 

this incident. A feeling of 

shame must be replaced 

with a feeling of pride. 

In order to do that, the 

university needs to take 

tangible steps. We all 

need to do our part by 

providing quality education 

in a sa fe lea rn ing 

environment.

"If one conforms to the 

norms, if one is content 

on the present state, 

and if one is idle, it will 

only be an expedient 

substitute for something 

else making everything 

in the world weak and 

frail." This is a passage 

from "Gwajeongrok" Park 

Jong-chae, the second son 

of Yeonam Park Ji-won, 

a scholar of the Realist 

School of Confucianism 

during the late Joseon 

Period.

This passage is a satire 

on the attitude of letting 

things go and fixing 

things merely on the 

surface. Success is built 

upon a strong foundation 

-- not a makeshift. I am 

sure we have all learned 

something from this 

incident. There is no need 

to feel hopeless because 

difficult times lead to 

better days. As the saying 

goes, "Every cloud has a 

silver lining." Let's start 

the new semester off on 

the right foot by doing our 

part in building a brighter 

future for our university.

Translated by Julia Kim

Editorial

PEACE  

FROM 1

BOOKS  FROM 1

the Dungeon Master led 

them on an adventure 

full of excitement and 

danger. Fighting was done 

with a pencil and dice, 

and the story came to 

life through performance 

and imagination. This is 

Dungeons & Dragons, first 

published in the 1970s and 

the basis for all the RPGs 

you've been playing.

In the 1980s, two friends 

Ian Livingstone and Steve 

Jackson developed the D&D 

concept into storybooks in 

which a player could go on 

a solo adventure and be the 

hero.

Rather than reading the 

pages in order, the hero 

would make decisions 

such as heading east or 

west or choosing to attack 

an enemy or simply hide 

then turn to the page 

corresponding to that 

choice. Along the way they 

would pick up items and 

fight enemies (again using 

a pencil and dice, recording 

stats on an Adventure 

Sheet). Adventurers could 

restore lost health (or 

stamina, as they called it 

-- they're British) points by

 

BOOKS CONT. ON 4

▲ As you read your adventure, you pick up and use items 
and gain and lose points just as you would in a game.

▲ The Ballet Basel in Korea, in collaboration with the Seoul 
Ballet Theatre, will be performing Moves at the National 
Theater of Korea (ntok.go.kr) October 1-2. Inquire online 
for early bird and package discounts.

Interested in writing for The English Hakbo? 
We are always looking for new reporters. Visit 

englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
for more details.

Help Wanted
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By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Earlier this year German 

School of Music professor 

Viktoria Kaunzner was 

able to "fulfill a childhood 

violinist's dream" by 

releasing her first solo 

CD "Ja(zz)smine Rice: 

Violin Mysteries" (Solo 

Musica). This milestone 

was accompanied by the 

release of another CD "Wild 

Bird" (Oehms Classics) with 

harpist Anna Viechtl, who 

together make up Duo 47/4 

(forty-seven strings on the 

harp, four on the violin). 

The CDs, though vastly 

different in character, share 

The Gift of Music
Following the release of  back-to-back CDs, violin 
professor Viktoria Kaunzner and her colleagues 

donate music to Kangnam University drinking a potion they 

might have acquired. This 

would continue until the 

adventurer became a hero 

at the end of the book. 

This gamebooks series was 

Fighting Fantasy, and they 

were a big hit.

Their popularity declined 

as video and computer 

games dominated the 

market, leaving the 

gamebooks to be collectors' 

items for their rapid 

cult following. Ironically, 

however, it's the digital 

medium itself that has 

brought Fighting Fantasy 

back to life. Tin Man 

Games, a developer 

out of Australia began 

releasing Fighting Fantasy 

gamebooks (as well as 

their own originals) as 

apps a few years ago. The 

project has been a success, 

introducing this exciting 

series to a new generation.

Most of the titles have 

remained faithful to the 

original paper books, 

enhanced with background 

music and color to the 

beautiful illustrations. 

Readers no longer need 

a pencil and dice as the 

app handles that for you. 

Instead, you need only 

rely on your luck and your 

smarts as you weave your 

way through one fantastic 

adventure after another. 

Enjoy!

Royal Asiatic Society
2nd floor Residents’ Lounge, 
Somerset Palace, Seoul
Tuesdays, 19:30, 7,000 won

Lectures
Sept 8 - Robert Neff, 
American Gold Miners in 
Joseon Korea

Sept 29 - Hilary Vanessa 
Fincham-Sung, Passing Down 
the Old Songs in Sopori: 
Grassroots Preservation in a 
Korean Village

Gyeonggi Provincial Museum
2nd floor Residents’ Lounge, 
Story of a Korean Independence 
Activist Ends October 25 Paik Nam June Art Center

Super-spreader : media virus
Ends October 4

Seoul Museum of Art
The Secret Kingdom: 
Wonderland in SeMA
Ends December 13

National Museum of Korea
Reopening of the Metal Works 
Exhibit
Ends December 31

Korean Folk Village
Historical Drama Festival 
October - November

MUSEUM WATCH!
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▲ (from left) Prof. Viktoria Kaunzner, Dept. of Music 
Assistant to the Director Elijah Cho, and Prof. Choi Ja 
Young in the department’s music library.
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▲ Kaunzner presents the 
donation to students at the 
German School of Music.

▲ Earlier this year Prof. Kaunzner released her first solo 
CD “Ja(zz)smine Rice: Violin Mysteries” (Solo Musica). 
As one-half of Duo 47/4 with harpist Anna Viechtl, they 
released “Wild Bird” (Oehms Classics).

▲ Among the items 
donated were beautifully 
illustrated books of 
children’s piano music by 
Violeta Dinescu.

a sense of daring and a 

cultured palette resulting in 

a stimulating listen.

T h e  C D s i n c l u d e 

compositions by Bach, 

Saint-Saens, Massenet, and 

Ibert in addition to several 

living composers including 

Kaunzner herself and Choi 

Ja Young, a professor 

in Kangnam University's 

Department of Music. 

Composition is something 

Kaunzner has practiced 

since her days as a young 

student. “All instrumental 

players from former times,” 
she says, “composed their 

own music.” She knew she 
wanted music students here 

to do the same.

At the beginning of 

the summer, Kaunzner 

presented a donation of 

her recordings and their 

scores in addition to those 

by German pianist and 

composer Daniel Seel and 

Romanian pianist and 

composer Violeta Dinescu 

to the German School 

of Music and Kangnam 

University Department of 

Music libraries.

F r om D i n e s cu t h e 

GSM library received 

compositions for violin, 

v i o l a, c e l l o, f l u t e, 

clarinet, and piano — all 

instruments taught at the 

school, while the Dept. of 

Music received scores for 

the instruments taught 

there. Dinescu’s music is 

“derived from the roots 

of Romanian folk music 

transferred into particular 

ethnomusical settings in 

various musical forms,” 
explains Kaunzner. Two 

CDs by Dinescu were also 

included in the donation.

Seel donated his scores 

for string quartets as well 

as duos for violin and 

cello. “His music is witty, 

deep and experimental,” 
Kaunzner remarks, “and 
is inspired by traditional 

Korean instruments as well 

as acoustical space. He has 

deep insights about Korean 

traditional music.”
Kaunzner laments the 

practice of musicians 

composing their own 

music largely “is forgotten 
today.” She hopes donations 
such as the one made by 

Seel, Dinescu and herself 

will “awaken [students’] 
creativity” and “inspire 
them to compose and 

improvise” their own works.

BOOKS  

FROM 3


