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By CLAUDIA GREY

L i f e i s a l l  a b o u t 

opportunities and making 

good use of them. That is 

something Patricia Luna 

Giron, better known as 

Patty, is well aware of. 

Her resume shows vast 

experience from the forums 

and conferences she has 

attended during the last 

year and a half of her stay 

in Korea.

She c ome s t o t h e 

interview with an amicable 

joke, wearing comfy clothes. 

No questions asked, she 

finds a place to sit.

Patty is a Mexican student 

on a scholarship who is 

one semester away from 

finishing her undergraduate 

studies in international 

relations at Kangnam 

University.

“Actually, I’ve been in too 
many forums -- around six 

to eight forums,” she says 
when asked how many she 

had been to so far. “All of 
them took place in Korea 

except for one.” Patty once 
even went to Indonesia to 

take part in the four-day 

Riau International Youth 

Summit.

Patty's first forum was the 

2016 Korea-Latin America 

Partnership conference 

recommended by her friend, 

who advised her to get 

experience and network 

with important people like 

ambassadors who attend 

such events. “You just go, 
business card in hand, and 

talk to them about what 

you’re studying and that 
you’d like to work in their 
embassies.” Thanks to 
her friend's advice, Patty, 

though she didn't meet the 

ambassadors themselves, 

got to meet people who 

work at embassies. “You 
wou ld rece ive more 

attention if you spoke 

Spanish, English, and 

Korean." Since Patty didn't 

have the time to make 

business cards, she just 

collected them instead.

“I also participated in a 
UN initiative called SDG 

(Sustainable Development 

Goals),” she adds. When 

she first applied for it, she 

failed to get in. She was 

accepted on her second 

try. She spent three days 

there, sharing a dormitory 

with other foreigners and 

Koreans who were also 

participants.

PATTY CONT. ON 3

A mission that changed lives Building up experience
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▲ Sunah Noh teaches local girls in Cebu how to do their nails.

By SUNAH NOH

This past winter I shared 

love and experienced 

amazing changes in the 

Philippines. The purpose 

of my trip was missionary 

work with Seongjin Church, 

where I go. The majority 

of our work there was 

installing water pipes and 

playing with the local 

children. Our team had 

been preparing for this 

mission since last spring. 

This included raising funds, 

purchasing goods, training 

for educational programs 

for the children, and, most 

importantly, prayers. After a 

few months of preparation, 

I, along with sixteen other 

members, was all set to 

present our vision and 

passion for the next seven 

days in Cebu.

Our team arrived on 

January 15 and started 

our missionary work. The 

first task was installing 

water pipes. Most people in 

the town use a communal 

well because they don't 

have enough money to 

purchase pipes. However, 

there are not enough 

communal wells, which 

causes many problems. 

Having recognized this, our 

team worked to connect 

the water supply to the 

homes of the locals who 

were suffering from a lack 

of water. We also built tire 

stepping stones for the 

villages that flood during 

heavy rains.

It was very hard to the 

install water pipes and 

build the stepping stones. 

But when I saw the smiling 

faces of the people, it 

wasn't so bad. It's amazing 

how much easier work 

is when you know you're 

improving people’s lives. 
I was also able to reflect 

on myself as I witnessed 

the locals who were happy 

despite living in such poor 

conditions.

Our second major task 

was the ministry for the 

children. I enjoyed my time 

with them through balloon 

art, nail art, face painting, 

sharing food, and playing 

games. The girls especially 

showed a lot of interest in 

nail art. At first I just did 

it for them but later taught 

them because they wanted 

to do it themselves.

The ch i ld ren l iked 

everything we prepared. 

Later they taught us to 

 

MISSION CONT. ON 2
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▲ Patricia Luna Giron with two of her many certificates. 



March 8, 2017 No. 345

MOVIE REVIEW

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story MISSION  FROM 1

By ERIK TURKELSON

When I went into the 

theater to see Star Wars: 

Rogue One, I was not 

sure what to expect. All 

I knew going into this 

movie was what I saw 

in the advertisement and 

that the story serves as 

an introduction to Star 

Wars, Episode IV: A New 

Hope (the first Star Wars 

movie ever made, featuring 

the now famous but then 

unheard of character Luke 

Skywalker). Rogue One 

speaks frequently about 

this New Hope. Their hope 

is to steal the plans for 

the Empire’s new super-
weapon, the Death Star, 

in order to discover a 

weakness.

After the first fifteen 

minutes of the movie, 

I knew I would like it. 

Rogue One plays like a 

realistic war movie but in 

the sci-fi genre. It was 

gripping, dramatic, had an 

interesting, lovable new 

team of characters, and 

kept a fast pace. The story 

begins with its female 

protagonist, Jyn Erso, and 

her father’s connection to 
the Death Star. Now for a 

reflection on its themes and 

internal morality play (and a 

few minor spoilers).

T h i s mov i e, wh e n 

c o m p a r e d  t o  i t s 

counterparts, was much 

more religious. The use of 

conservative Muslim dress 

will be immediately obvious 

in how the film-makers 

developed the look of Jedha 

City. It is common for sci-fi 

writers to dip into existing 

cultures for ideas to use for 

their settings, but they took 

so much from Taliban-style 

settings for “the Holy City” 
that it broke the sense of 

immersion of a supposedly 

alien world far, far away.

I’m sure the film’s less 
obvious religious aspects 

will speak to a lot of 

people, especially how hope 

in hope itself appeared 

to be enough to motivate 

selfless sacrifice to a war 

cause. I found it worrisome, 

since we can hope for 

anything but anything 

play their favorite games. I 

was grateful to get to know 

them and spend a happy 

time together. 

I think the feelings of love 

and gratitude I received 

from the Filipinos were 

more memorable than 

anything I did for them. 

Love brings change. Just as 

the Lord loves us and thus 

we could be changed, I also 

love them. And these small 

acts make big changes in 

our lives.

If you are given the 

chance to volunteer or 

do missionary work, I 

recommend you take part. 

The experience will be 

amazing for you as well.

might not be worth our 

faith and life.

Basically the religious 

message as I saw it was 

“Hope” plus “the Force” 
equals victory, so have faith 

in that equation. Contrast 

that with a logical view like 

that of the film’s sarcastic 
droid, K-2SO, that there 

is a high probability that 

“hope in thin air” equals 
false hope.

Finally, a good film always 

teaches something. It’
s an inevitable aspect of 

the art of story-telling. 

So the worst thing about 

Rogue One, was that it 

taught that evil is alright 

as long as that evil is done 

in response to a greater 

evil. This was most clear in 

how Cassian, a rebel agent, 

was portrayed. Cassian 

was a great character, 

but he has a dark side. 

But the problem comes 

when the film approves 

of his eventual “apology." 
He basically says, "I'm not 

proud of my sin, but I did 

it all for a good cause, 

so that excuses me.” Is 
he sorry or isn’t he? I’m 

not condemning the fight 

against evil evident in the 

film. I'm condemning the 

excuse for evil being “good 
intentions,” because we all 
know that old saying, “the 
road to hell is paved with 

good intentions.”
I hope that gives you 

some idea what to expect 

if you haven’t seen it yet. I 
highly recommend it, both 

for the story and for the 

conversations it might spark 

about a true hope.

Erik serves as faculty 
teaching Academic 
English courses as well 
as Bible study sessions 
for Kangnam University's 
English Ministry. Starting 
in May, he will take over as 
editor for the English edition 
of The Kangnam Hakbo. 
Congratulations and good 
luck, Erik! 

- Charles Ian Chun, English editor
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▲ The missionary team installed pipes for Filipinos 
suffering from a lack of water.

PHOTO: DAEHYEONG SON

▲ A local boy walks across a path of stepping stones 
made from tires by the Seongjin Church mission to Cebu.
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Let's think and act more strategically
The terms "election strategy," 

"entrance examination strategy," "sales 

strategy," etc., are used too often in 

everyday life, yet are not so familiar. 

It was not too long ago that the term 

strategic began to have an academic 

meaning. Since the 1970s, corporate 

management became globalized 

without remaining in its own market. 

As a result, it has become necessary 

to implement measures to achieve 

discriminating management goals in 

order to succeed in overseas markets.

Strategy is originally a military 

term. The strategy used to survive a 

war, as a method of winning a war, 

began to be used in the survival of 

the enterprise and in the victory of 

the enterprise. As the competition 

between companies became as fierce 

as war, the term strategy was easily 

accepted and widely used in business 

management.

If we explain corporate strategy 

from the perspective of management 

activities, we can say that it is a 

methodology that systematically 

carries out management activities to 

achieve the ultimate purpose of the 

organization. In other words, it is a 

concrete way to achieve the pursuit 

of enterprising organizations. In order 

for a company to achieve a successful 

outcome, one must choose a way 

to achieve long-term and specific 

goals of the company, one that suits 

the situation best and utilizes its 

own resources and capabilities. This 

applies equally to individuals. In order 

for me to achieve something, it is 

necessary to recognize what I am 

going to achieve, the conditions I'm 

in, what I can and cannot do, what 

I do and do not do well. However, 

many students are sad because 

they do not appear to be using this 

strategic thinking very well. Even 

when it is time to graduate, there are 

few students who can clearly explain 

what they want to do and what they 

can do better than others. This is 

because they do not think and act 

strategically. This is more important 

than anything else in your future.

The youth unemployment rate is 

the highest in history, going into 

double digits. The Samsung Group, 

which recruited 14,000 people last 

year, is unable to hire new workers 

in this chaotic political climate. If 

many companies' hiring plans mirror 

Samsung's, the job market will be in 

a panic. Social psychologists define 

the characteristics of Koreans with 

the notion of "misunderstanding". It 

refers to the illusion that you will be 

rewarded later if you endure the pain 

of the present. Our young people live 

hard day to day according to this 

illusion, strategic or otherwise. But 

it's too hard. You cannot achieve your 

goals simply by living hard. They 

can only be accomplished by acting 

strategically. So what should our 

students start with? Let's consider 

some suggestions.

First, visit www.work.go.kr and 

spend some time there. This is a 

job search employment portal site 

provided by the Korea Employment 

Information Service. Employment 

information, employment support 

policies and training support 

information, youth-friendly enterprise 

information, introductions to jobs 

of the future, information on 

extraordinary jobs, information on 

employment, etc. are provided at 

the highest level in Korea. Not 

only do you stay informed, you 

can also test your job aptitude, get 

job recommendations, and prepare 

for job openings with 23 types of 

occupational psychology tests. You 

can also keep track of how your 

aptitude changes by storing your test 

results and consulting a professional 

counselor based on them. These 

scientific tests help you understand 

yourself.

Second, there must be a substantial 

understanding of aptitude tests as 

well as direct field experience. Rather 

than taking recommended jobs at 

face value, consider your psychology, 

personality, and aptitude and why 

such jobs are recommended. Then try 

to find something that reflects those 

characteristics. The work conditions 

and pay are not important. Because 

determining your aptitude is an 

investment, you need to be willing to 

try even if the work is unpaid. Keep 

in mind that the so-called "sweet 

part-time jobs", which students often 

talk about, are easy and comfortable 

but can become "poisonous part-

time jobs," in which you have to work 

hard to figure out what works and 

what you can do well. Keep in mind 

that your work experience eventually 

becomes your career, and you should 

not choose anything simply based 

on time and pay. Students should 

remember that part-time jobs at a 

convenience store that are warm in 

the winter, cool in the summer, close 

to home, easy when it's slow, may 

seem "sweet" but are actually "poison" 

as they do not help your career at all. 

Third, you need to know about 

companies so that you can prepare 

the skills they require. If you try to 

think of companies you learn about 

in class, you will not get more than 

20. How will you land a job if you 

do not know about companies? If you 

know your opponent, you will fight 

a hundred times and never lose. But 

there are not many students who 

really try to learn about companies. 

When writing an application or 

preparing for an interview, identify 

specific things about the company 

and think of ways it can do better. 

The person in charge of human 

resources will naturally choose the 

applicant who prepares in this way. 

The qualifications of applicants do not 

actually differ by much. These small 

things can make a big difference.

Fourth, though it may be a pain, 

let's try to get a handle on Excel. It 

is well known that new employees 

who are good at Excel stand out. It is 

no exaggeration to say that company 

documents begin and end with Excel. 

While there are many opportunities 

to become experienced with Word or 

PowerPoint at school, there aren't 

many chances to work with Excel. 

However, it is a very important skill 

and must be trained separately. If 

you tell companies you can use Excel 

without a mouse, the person in HR 

will probably give you an interview.

Let's keep the above in mind and 

actively implement them. Then college 

life can be more strategic.

Translated by
Charles Ian Chun

Editorial

PATTY  

FROM 1

She explains to me with 

emotion that they were put 

into teams, and that her 

theme was immigration in 

South Korea. “Our 

discussion was about how 

to help them,” she says. 

When I point out how 

complicated it sounds, she 

answers that it was.

Why participate in a 

forum? “For you it is 

a means to obtaining 

experience and knowledge.” 

Patty says she would like 

to do an internship with 

Unicef. “I don’t know 

why," she adds, "but I’ve 

always had a thing for non-

governmental organizations.”

Of course, working for 

NGOs is not a way to get 

rich, but for Patty it isn’t 

a priority. “I don’t think so 

much about money. I’d like 

to help people out.”

As Patty gets close to 

finishing her studies, we 

wish her good luck and 

success in everything 

she does. As author Og 

Mandino says, “Always do 

your best. What you plant 

now, you will harvest later.”

The English 
Hakbo is online!
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
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▲ Everything needed to make a buldak makeu set!.

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

▲ Playing Pokémon Go 
during its limited release 
last year in Sokcho.

By JISEON CHOI

Convenience store food 

is getting more popular 

in Korea. These foods are 

easy to make and fun to 

eat. Even convenience store 

recipes are trendy these 

days.

One typical example is the 

"buldak" (불닭) noodles and 

"makeu" 마크 set, which is 

a combination of foods like 

ramen noodles, sausages, 

and cheese, which are 

easily found in convenience 

stores.

Lunch boxes and simple 

food items are also popular. 

Many people search for 

these tasty options because 

they have the advantage 

of being quick and cheap. 

Perfect for busy people!

Of course, convenience 

store food is also a 

problem because of its 

high salt content and lack 

of nutrition. So while this 

food is tasty to eat, it's 

important to maintain a 

balanced diet.

By NAM KWON HEO

If you wanted to revisit 

your childhood, you have 

probably been playing 

Pokémon Go. This free 

game by Niantic was first 

released in Korea last July 

but only available in certain 

areas. Now it is available all 

over the country.

Koreans have been 

enthusiastically going 

around in a funny kind 

of exercise to find and 

catch Pokémon. This is an 

attractive part of the game. 

The bad part is players are 

not always thinking about 

their safety while they 

play. In some countries, car 

accidents have occurred. 

There have even been 

deaths, so Korean police 

have been cracking down 

on drivers.

Even while Pokémon Go 

has been popular, Niantic 

has had to deal with 

complaints about GPS 

errors and loading time 

delays. But their recent 

updates, which includes 

80 new creatures, should 

continue to keep people 

from leaving the game.

STYLE

By CLAUDIA GREY

Bye-bye, winter and 

welcome, spring -- 

which, as you all know, 

can only mean one thing: 

closet renewal! Or, do I 

hear recycling?

I bet you have more 

than three completely 

worn out t-shirts just full 

of holes. The problem is 

you just don't have the 

heart to get rid of them 

in order to make space 

for next season’s outfits. 
Well, don't even think 

of throwing them away. 

There’s a solution that's 
way better!

If your clothes are not 

actually that old, you can 

donate them. But if they 

are way too old, think 

about recycling them 

at H&M, who, at the 

beginning of the year, 

brought their "Bring it on" 

campaign to South Korea.

How does it work?

First, go to the nearest 

H&M s tore w ith a 

maximum of two bags 

of clothing per person 

and have them each one 

exchanged for a 5,000 

won discount voucher. 

Yay! You save some 

money, and the clothes 

you give them are turned 

into new clothes or other 

useful products.

From now on, say no to 

waste and go green!

GREEN FASHION 

SOURCE: WWW2.HM.COM/KO_KR

Are you a part of these trends?

Quick cheap eats Pokémon GO in Korea

수원시 팔달구 정조로 751-11 중동빌딩 2F

Open Thurs 8 pm to 2 am, Fri/Sat 8 pm to late

English Quiz Night every Thursday
Every Friday is “Wing Night”

Ladies Night 1st Friday of every month (9-11 pm)
Super Saturdays - Buy 1, get 1 free (8-11 pm)

수원시 팔달구 정조로 751-11 중동빌딩 3F
Open Fri/Sat 8 pm to 2 am

Fridays: “Let It Beer” All You Can Drink event

House band: The Monday Feeling

March 18: Suwon Newbies party - Bold Coast / TRAP

April 1: Synsnake / Apop / Monster Dive

Open Mic: Last Saturday of every month from 9 pm


