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By ERIK TURKELSON

Risen, an action drama 

released in 2016, stars 

Joseph Fiennes as Clavius, 

a fictitious Roman Tribune 

who answers to Pontius 

Pilate (played marvelously 

by Peter Firth), Jerusalem’s 
infamous, first-century, 

Roman governor. The story 

takes off as Pilate orders 

Clavius to find the body 

of Yeshua (the Hebrew 

pronunciation of Jesus’ 
name). The problem? 

Yeshua’s body has gone 
missing from its tomb. And 

judging from the title, it’
s no spoiler to say that 

the film assumes that 

the best explanation for 

the empty tomb is that 

the resurrection actually 

happened. The charm in 

the film isn’t so much 

finding this out as it 

is watching Clavius 

investigate. Risen is a 
unique, detective-style 

story about historical events 

described in the Bible. 

However, its historicity 

comes up noticeably 

short when it replaces 

the well-known, biblical 

explanations of the cross 

and resurrection with vague 

ideals. In my opinion, Risen 
could have utilized the 

detective aspect more fully.

Overall I liked the film. 

Risen (co-written by Paul 

Aiello and Kevin Reynolds, 

the film’s director) gets 
a lot right, especially the 

drama between the Jewish 

leaders and the Roman 

governor, Pontius Pilate. 

If you are well-acquainted 

with the Gospels or the 

Ancient Near East, you will 

enjoy this part as much as 

I did. 

The beginning of the film 

holds a few surprises, but 

nothing that seeks to alter 

history. Its unique opening 

leaves you guessing about

RISEN CONT. ON 2

By MARK MPABULUNGI

“Hi, I'm a s tudent 

doing some research. 

Could you spare just five 

minutes to help me?” 
said the stranger. This 

was certainly not the first 

time I heard these words, 

but after she explained 

a scientific connection 

between drawings and 

mental condition, I just 

had to find out how it all 

worked. I eventually worked 

through her questions and 

got an almost accurate 

description of my personal 

life. Confident she seemed 

not to have any alternate 

motives, I agreed to another 

meeting. It was here that 

I was introduced to an 

older lady who seemed 

rather curious about my 

ancestry. As the “sermon” 
progressed, their intentions 

became quite clear. I 

giggled at my silliness, 

made up an excuse, and 

found my way home having 

burnt through four hours. 

Korean society has quite 

a number of pseudo-

religious groups that are all 

in continuous contention to 

expand their congregations. 

Be aware. Three of the 

more well-known ones are:

The World Mission Society 
Church - proposes a 

“Mother God” figure 

name Jang Gil-Ja (their 

current leader) and the 

group’s alleged founder, 
Ahnsahnghong, is claimed 

to be a Second-Coming 

Christ, even though 

another, smaller group, 

founded earlier, calls 

the same man merely a 

prophet. As many of the 

pseudo-religious groups in 

South Korea, this group’s 
members are often indirect, 

and may instead invite you 

to participate in “Culture 
Sharing” Events, take 

surveys, 

CULT CONT. ON 3

Campus Construction Spree

The Big Island Next Door

Risen's 
New Angle

Beware of 
Local Cults

By DONG SUN CHOI

What is a thing that is 

close by but feels far? 

What is a thing that is 

surprisingly similar but 

also surprisingly different? 

I believe the answer is not 

a thing but a place: Japan. 

I always wanted to go on 

an overseas trip, and on 

my first summer vacation 

as a university student, I 

got a chance to go with my 

friend on a four-day trip to 

Osaka, Japan. To explain 

every detail about my trip 

would be too long so I 

would like to introduce a 

couple of places I visited on 

my trip.

The first place I would 

like to introduce is a 

restaurant located near 

Daikokucho Station named 

“Kagonoya.” It’s a place 
where they serve you a 

kind of Japanese hot pot 

called “Shabu-Shabu.” For 
one person it costs about 

3,200 yen (which is about 

32,000 won or about 32 

dollars) and to be frank, 

that’s kind of expensive 
for one meal. But the best 

part is that all the food 

there is of the best quality 

and you can eat as much 

as your stomach allows you 

to! When you walk in the 

entrance there is a shoe 

closet where you can put 

JAPAN CONT. ON 2
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▲ An excavator removes large stones below Mokyang Hall. 
Because of frequent rain, a part of the slope below the 
building has washed away. Due to the concern of further 
damage and danger to students, the whole hillside is being 
secured. Construction materials block the street running 
inbound toward campus. There is reinforcement work of 
the retaining wall in front of the Education Hall and the 
masonry behind Insa Hall. Both buildings are undergoing 
reinforcement work due to frequent rains.

▲ The ground construction 
in front of Shalom Hall. 
Due to sinking of the 
ground around the building, 
Kangnam University has 
blocked a lane of the 
road in front of Shalom 
Hall since July and is 
undergoing construction 
for students’ safety. A 
handicap ramp is also 
being built for Insa Hall.

PHOTOS: DONG SUN CHOI

▲ The Japanese style meatball at Kagonoya was my 
favorite dish.

▲ Since June, renovations have been underway such as 
the creation of a new student lounge on the second floor 
of Cheoneun Hall, the “Running and Healing Zone” on the 
first floor of Shalom Hall, and the computer laboratory on 
the first floor of Gyeongcheon Hall. The university is hoping 
this space will help students to rest and study.

By DONG SUN CHOI
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the exact time frame until 

you figure it out along 

with Clavius. By far, the 

strongest aspect of the 

film is its detective-drama 

perspective. There’s nothing 
gory, yet the hunt for a 

particular dead body leads 

to depictions of several 

decayed corpses. Its dialogs 

are also memorable. One 

of the most memorable is 

between Pilate and Clavius. 

Pilate asks Clavius’ reason 
for his ambitions in the 

military. The Roman soldier, 

a worshipper of Mars, 

answers that he desires “a 
day without death.”
Next, Yeshua’s body 

disappears from its tomb 

and his followers’ claim 

that “he is risen.” Clavius’ 
guards at the tomb say the 

disciples stole the body. So, 

the Tribune interrogates a 

Jewish leader and owner of 

the tomb where Jesus was 

laid, Joseph of Arimathea. 

Clavius defines for us the 

situation’s severity, “They 
ripped open your tomb to 

steal a corpse to promote 

a lie that threatens Rome!” 
Joseph, who hasn’t seen 
Yeshua since he buried 

him, responds by denying 

that Yeshua’s followers are 
a threat and says, “if he 
had lived, I believe Yeshua 

would embrace you as a 

brother, even as you slew 

him.” This hits the Tribune, 
who indeed had made sure 

Yeshua was dead before 

allowing Joseph to take 

him from the cross.

But w ith the nex t 

interrogations, something 

dramatic is made cheesy 

when they try to make 

the disciples sound very 

mystical, even crazy. For 

example, the famous 

Mary Magdalene, the first 

witness to claim to see 

Jesus resurrected, answers 

Clavius’ straightforward 

inquiries about a body 

and a tomb with spiritual 

vagueness.

“I f you knew what 

happened there, all cares 

would cease. It’s beyond 
us,” Mary says with tear-

stained cheeks.

“Spare me your riddles 

and zealot babble. Where 

did you take Yeshua?” 
d e m a n d s  C l a v i u s , 

understandably annoyed.

“He’s right here,” Mary 

says spiritually. “Open your 
heart and see.”
The Tribune answers, “I 

see a delusion to keep a 

crusade alive.”
Mary retorts ironically, 

“You look for the wrong 

thing.” If only Mary would 

say the right thing then, 

answering direct questions 

with direct answers about 

what, even in the film, she 

experienced directly! Why 

all this spiritual cheese 

when there is so much 

spiritual depth in what 

Mary is actually recorded 

as saying (John 20:18)? It 

goes against the detective 

theme which works so well 

for investigation of such 

a potentially meaningful 

miracle. The film-makers 

seem to believe the 

modern assumption that 

Christian religion, even 

about a simple eyewitness 

detail of seeing a man die 

and later alive again, is 

something about which no 

one could ever be certain. 

The disciples, historically, 

offended institutions and 

were tortured, not because 

they were so vague and 

mystical, but so direct, 

insisting the resurrection 

was a simple fact. The 

mystical expressions they 

used about Jesus being 

God were a result of 

proclaiming the simple 

bodily proof.

The movie’s disciples 
mention they are “free.” 
However, even the disciples 

themselves seem confused 

as to what they mean 

by “free.” As Clavius 

notes, Yeshua’s followers 

appear to be free from 

speaking intelligibly 

about their teacher. “The 
good news” of this film 

focuses on Yeshua being 

resurrected, but since its 

from the perspective of an 

uninitiated Roman, I find 

it surprising that he never 

hears why that news is so 

important. It hints only as 

strongly as giving us “a 
day without death” just as 
the Tribune desired. 

John, a real disciple of 

Jesus, wrote that Jesus 

stated clearly what we 

would be free from: death 

and hell, as you might have 

already heard. “Whoever 

believes in the Son has 

eternal life; whoever does 

not obey the Son shall 

not see life, but the wrath 

of God remains on him 

(John 3:36 ESV).” So “the 
good news” is “freedom” 
by receiving much needed 

forgiveness through 

trusting that Jesus did 

what needed to be done. 

Jesus said to everyone 

who believes his word, 

“I will raise him up on 

the last day (John 6:40).” 
That will truly be a day 

without death, as the film 

implies. The real disciples 

spoke like the Apostles 

Peter and Paul, who said, 

“And if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is 

futile and you are still in 

your sins.” (1 Corinthians 
15:17) therefore you should 

“know for certain that God 
has made this Jesus whom 

you have crucified both 

Lord and Christ.” (Acts 
2:36) Risen should cause 
us, like Clavius, to ponder 

and investigate the Easter 

Miracle.

your shoes and the key to 

your shoe closet is carved 

from a piece of flat wood. 

The coolest thing about the 

key is that every key has 

its own shape of carvings 

so that only one key fits 

one closet. 

After passing the cool 

shoe closet, you enter a 

hall with tables with sitting 

space but no chairs. The 

waiter of our table was an 

old Japanese lady who was 

very kind to us. The most 

interesting item in this 

restaurant was the middle-

sized electronic tablet 

on the end of the table 

that we can use to input 

additional orders. In favor 

of non-Japanese-readers, 

the tablet had a picture 

for every meal, so making 

orders was rather easy. 

The dish I liked the most 

was the ‘Japanese style 
meatball’ that came out on 

a strip of bamboo. There’s
a small wooden knife that 

comes with it so by using 

it you divide the meat into 

small portions and then 

place them into the hot pot. 

When it’s fully cooked, it 
floats up to the surface and 

then Bon Appetit! During 

the whole trip this was the 

restaurant I enjoyed the 

most and I hope to visit 

them again.

The nex t p lac e t o 

introduce is actually not 

a restaurant but a market 

located in Kyoto. It’s 
called Nishiki Market and 

it was bigger than I had 

expected. From one end of 

the market to another is 

about 30 minutes on foot 

and it is full of wonderful 

things. There were stores 

full of souvenirs and food. 

Also people from various 

countries were there 

shopping so it was quite 

a sight. Nishiki Market 

is near the famous Kyoto 

Tower so after visiting the 

tower I recommend you 

visit the market for your 

second course. 

A small restaurant called 

Namba Udon was also big 

in my memory. Just as 

the name says it’s 
located in Namba near 

Nankai Namba Station 

and their specialty is of 

course, Udon. The reason 

I wanted to introduce 

this restaurant is because 

the Udon there is very 

delicious and cheap! The 

owner there is a Japanese 

man in his fifties and 

he loves Koreans. When 

my friend and I entered 

the restaurant, the owner 

ran out of the kitchen to 

greet us. We were very 

surprised at first, but the 

owner explained that he 

was actually a half-Korean 

himself and his father was 

a famous Korean. He also 

said that various costumers 

from various countries 

come to his shop every 

day but Korean costumers 

were always his number 

one. He was very kind and 

explained to us how to use 

the meal ticket vending 

machine. After that he 

returned to his post with 

him wishing us a safe 

trip back to Korea. Fancy 

restaurants and expensive 

food might be great. But 

sometimes a cheap bowl 

of warm Udon might be 

better. It has been a while 

since I returned from 

Japan, but I still remember 

the warm smile on the 

owner’s face and the 

comfortable atmosphere of 

the restaurant. If you are 

low on money and want 

to fill your stomach, I 

recommend giving ‘Namba 

Udon’ a visit.
For my first overseas trip, 

it was pretty rough. But I 

had fun and I think that's 

the most important thing. 

If anyone reading this is 

planning a trip to Japan, I 

hope you visit at least one 

of my recommendations and 

I wish you a safe trip.

▲ The original Namba 
Udon, which is the 
cheapest and best in the 
house.

PHOTO: SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT
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Hope without preparation, 
hopeless preparation

It's the beginning of 

second semester! And 

there are about four 

months left in 2017. 

Have you been following 

through on your new 

year's resolutions or your 

plans for the school year: 

going on a diet, getting 

organized, saving money, 

getting healthy, learning 

something new, quitting 

smoking, doing good 

work, spending more 

time with the family? 

Unfortunately, since I 

haven't heard that you 

have, it probably means 

that you haven't. But 

you don't have to be so 

disappointed. A study 

conducted in the UK 

found that only about 8% 

of people follow through 

on their plans and get 

results.

Most students will have 

a similar experience: you 

resolve to do something 

but a few days you give 

up, your hopes dashed. 

We compromise little by 

little, and the next thing 

we know, a semester or 

a whole year has passed 

without hope or a goal. 

We were busy all vacation, 

but when asked what we 

did we have nothing to 

say. If we were so busy, 

why didn't we achieve any 

goals?

Hope without preparation

We always hope: to 

learn more, to be a 

better person, to be more 

beautiful, to become 

richer. When the new 

semester begins, many 

students hope to get a 

scholarship. However, 

once the semester is 

over, that goal disappears 

and we worry about 

getting enough credit 

hours instead. Why do 

we always fail to follow 

through on our plans?

The most important 

reason is that "concrete 

action" does not follow 

"abstract thinking". Many 

people have simple, vague 

hopes: "I'm going to get 

in shape." "I'm going 

to study English." "I'm 

going to quit smoking." 

But when they try to 

follow through on these 

plans, other variables and 

unintended mistakes arise, 

leading to frustration and 

abandonment.

No t h i n g h app e n s 

overnight. In his book 

Outliers: The Story of 

Success, Malcolm Gladwell 

talks about the "10,000 

Hour Rule" in which he 

says that in order to be 

the best in any field, at 

least 10,000 hours of 

training is required. Effort 

is needed to achieve even 

simple goals. We often 

think, "I can do it if I 

want to." However, this is 

"overconfidence". If we do 

not act, we will not get 

results.

To achieve hope, we 

need to start small 

with things that can be 

done right away every 

day. "Small successes" 

through daily effort get 

us to our goal, giving us 

hope. There is no hope 

or future for those who 

don't thoroughly prepare 

and work a little each day. 

If you wish for hope, you 

must prepare thoroughly.

Hopeless preparation

We are very busy. We 

are constantly connected 

to the outside world 

each day going to our 

classes, working, meeting 

people, and being on 

social media. Even if 

we want to get together 

for a group project, we 

spend most of your time 

just coordinating our 

schedules. After a busy 

day, we go to bed feeling 

proud of ourselves. But 

the next morning we're 

exhausted, tired of life 

and feeling like a hamster 

in a wheel. What is the 

problem?

A goal tells you the 

direction to go. If there is 

no goal, you will run this 

way today and that way 

tomorrow without getting 

anywhere. Everything 

may seem harder now 

and without improvement. 

But if something is better 

now than it was a year 

ago or five years ago, 

you are going in the right 

direction. For now, the 

goal is to get better. But 

if you do not have a goal, 

you'll just be busy all the 

time with nothing to show 

for it.

During my counseling 

sessions from time to 

time I meet students who 

are very busy but don't 

have any goals. Students 

who do not have their 

own goals are following 

others'. Our friends are 

off and running, and 

because we're anxious 

about standing alone, we 

chase after them and 

their goals. If someone 

studies English, so do I. 

If someone get a driver's 

license, I also get one. 

If someone says they're 

going abroad to study a 

language, I think about 

doing it too. I am a 

student more sincere and 

harder-working than 

anyone, but because I 

don't have my own goals, 

I'm frustrated and never 

get anywhere.

You need to clarify your 

goals before you work 

hard at them. Rather 

than trying to meet 

someone else's goals, 

you should set your own 

based on where you 

stand. Take a good hard 

look at yourself; it is 

not too late to change 

your future. If you have 

a clear goal, even late 

starters can reach their 

goals sooner than others. 

The development of a 

person varies considerably 

according to whether they 

have a clear goal. It's not 

important to achieve the 

goal itself, but to push 

yourself and grow as a 

person.

As you begin the second 

semester, check your 

goals and work hard at 

them little by little. Let's 

achieve small successes 

each day and delight in 

the fulfillment of our 

goals at the end of the 

semester. Let's hope! And 

let's prepare!

Translated by 
Charles Ian Chun

Editorial CULT  

FROM 1
or offer free language 

classes a number of 

times before making their 

intentions known.

The Shincheonji Church of 
Jesus - also started here 
in Korea asserts that their 

Pastor, Lee Man-Hee is a 

focus of biblical prophecy 

and is called “the promised 

pastor” who is considered 
greater than Christ himself. 

He claims to be working on 

building “heaven on earth”. 
Lee Man Hee, borrowing 

from biblical teaching, 

created his own “12 tribes 
of Shinchonji” (which 

translates to the New 

Heaven). The group is quite 

large and by discouraging 

its congregation from 

watching news or paying 

attention to media in 

general has managed to 

retain its membership. In 

what is a rather skewed 

interpretation of Scripture, 

the group manages to 

cause it members to act 

irrationally. According to 

the Herald (New Zealand 

Newspaper), Churches in 

New Zealand are on high 

alert as the group convinced 

a student in Auckland to 

donate his entire year’s 
worth of tuition as earthly 

education now had no use 

to him.  

Yeong s eg yo - The 

Shamanistic movement often 

referred to as the Eternal 

Life Church is characterized 

by the belief that God is 

present in everyone and 

everything at all times. Its 

founder, Choi Tae-min, 

claimed to have the ability 

to create magical protective 

objects. By claiming to 

communicate with the dead 

he attracted many followers 

including former South 

Korean President, Park 

Geun Hye.

 “Hi, I'm a student doing 

some research. Could you 

spare just five minutes to 

help me?” I have heard 
these words too often and 

advise anyone that hears 

them to proceed with 

caution.
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By CHARLES IAN CHUN

We're always looking for 

ways to get the most out 

of life. These articles are 

just some of many pieces of 

good advice that may help 

you get the most out of 

your time at school.

Back from summer break, 

you may feel tempted to 

do your best this semester 

by going to classes all day 

and studying all night. 

Be careful not to work 

yourselves to exhaustion. In 

"Resilience Is About How 

You Recharge, Not How 

You Endure" researchers 

Shawn Achor and Michelle 

Gielan write that exhausted 

students do less well on 

tests, are moodier with 

friends and family, and 

even risk hurting everyone 

when they drive. While we 

may admire those tough 

or resilient enough to burn 

the candle at both ends, 

in the end you simply 

get less done. Achor and 

Gielan suggest the "key 

to resilience is trying 

really hard, then stopping, 

recovering, and then trying 

again."

How then can we achieve 

resilience? We need to 

strategically schedule breaks 

during the school day and 

away from school. As the 

average person checks 

their phone 150 times a 

day according to one study, 

Achor and Gielan suggest 

using apps such as Instant, 

Moment, Offtime, or 

Unplugged to help manage 

time spent on your phone.

E ve n du r i n g you r 

scheduled break, it may 

be difficult to forget about 

your work and, thus, make 

it difficult to recover. 

Professor Art Markman, in 

another HBR article "How 

to Forget About Work When 

You're Not Working", might 

argue that simply refraining 

from work will not allow 

you to recharge. Instead, 

you should schedule a 

different activity such as 

working out at the gym 

or learning a musical 

instrument. Changing your 

environment will help. When 

you step away and come 

back, you will find that 

everything is still okay.

Keeping the above tips 

in mind, however, doesn't 

mean ignor ing your 

professors' deadlines. You 

should probably observe 

those.

Students lucky enough 

to enjoy romance this 

semester and be one-

half of a much-envied 

campus couple, may 

find the guidance in an 

August 29 piece for the 

New York Times helpful. 

In "How to Navigate 

Social Media Boundaries 

i n a R e l a t i o n s h i p" 

psychotherapist Vanessa 

Marin cites a 2014 Pew 

Research Center study 

in which 45 percent of 

millennials (that's you!) 

feel that their social 

media accounts have had 

a major impact on their 

relationships. Below are 

some tips that might help 

make things easier.

First, devote some time 

together each day without 

looking at your screens. 

Second, check with your 

partner before uploading 

something relationship-

based; chances are one of 

you is more private than 

the other. Third, when 

commenting on someone 

else's post, don't do 

anything you wouldn't do 

in the real world such as 

saying how nice someone 

looks in their swimsuit. 

Fourth, don't snoop. But 

if you do come across 

suspicious activity, ask 

about it rather than make 

assumptions. Finally, if 

your partner's behavior 

online upsets you, say so 

directly. Explain why you're 

upset and how you feel 

rather than focusing on the 

behavior itself.

Wisdom on the Web
STYLE

Brand New Town
By CLAUDIA GREY

Two relatively new 

brands have set eyes on 

the Korean retail market, 

and they are amazing! I’m
talking about 6ixty8ight 

and MAC MOC. They 

both already count with 

a strong international 

presence. But, much to 

our disappointment, they 

had been barely heard 

of in Korea until a few 

months ago.

6ixty8ight has a pretty, 

cute, and fresh clothing 

line with lingerie and 

accessories well designed 

to capture the youths’ 
hearts. On the other 

hand, MAC MOC offers 

an innovative shoe line 

that goes from clean 

and pretty sandals to 

minimalist sneakers with 

an offering of handbags 

that were just made for 

the city.

Both brands are unique. 

They introduce new 

concepts to fashion, 

while customers are 

falling in love with their 

stylish designs and very 

affordable prices. Ever 

since their launch, both 

brands have been offering 

crazy discounts. I expect 

our campus will soon be 

overflowing with them.

What are you waiting 

for?

EVENTS


