
March 7, 2018 No. 353English Edition  No. 78 Publisher : Shin-il Yoon•Executive Editor : Myung-ha Bang•Editor-in-chief : Charles Ian Chun • Managing Editor : Claudia Grey 

Address ┃ 40 Kangnamro, Giheung-gu, Yongin-si, Gyeonggi-do

After ten years teaching 

at Kangnam University and 

fifteen years living in Korea, 

Academic English instructor 

Eldin Husic and his family 

moved back home to Canada 

after the 2017 academic year. 

The Kangnam Hakbo caught 

up with Husic to see how he's 

doing.

KH: Glad we found time 

to catch up, Eldin! How's it 

going?

EH: I have been back for 
a month and a half, and the 

change in my life has been 

tremendous and, at times, 

overwhelming. For the last 15 

years I have lived as an expat 

in South Korea and all I knew 

was the Korean way of life.

KH: Why did you decide to 

leave Korea?

EH: I loved my life in Korea, 
and my family was very 

happy as well. But, due to the 

Korean visa system, we simply 

had no future there. My wife 

and kids were still officially 

tourists even though my sons 

were born there and/or lived 

there for 10 years. For this 

reason, we decided to move 

to Canada to give our children 

equal rights and opportunities.

KH: How does it feel to 
leave Kangnam University?

E H : We were sad to 

leave Korea and Kangnam 

University because that 

was our home for the past 

10 years. We had such an 

amazing time there. And, most 

of all, we miss the people 

we met while we lived there. 

Korean people were so kind 

to us and they made such a 

positive impact on our lives. 

Our friends, coworkers, and 

students also did that. My 

family spends a lot of time 

reminiscing about our life in 

Korea. We have such fond 

memories of our time there. 

We know now that Korea will 

always be a huge part of our 

lives.

KH: So what are you doing 
now?

EH: While living in Korea, 

my family dreamed of 

operating our own business. 

We couldn't do that in Korea, 

so decided to give it a try 

here in Canada. Our plan is to 

open a Balkan-style eatery in 

St. John's, Newfoundland. We 

are still in process of doing 

that, and it will take some 

time, but we now see the 

light at the end of the tunnel. 

We just hope it is not a train 

(laughs). We will keep you 

posted about our progress, 

and we wish you all the best 

in the new semester.

KH: Thanks a lot for talking 
to us, Eldin. We wish you all 

the best. Good luck with the 

restaurant!

EH: Thanks!

Goodbye, KNU! 
Hello to a new life!

An interview with Eldin Husic

Difficulties while living in Korea
By  HANEEN MJ
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▲ON PAGE 2 After two years living and studying in Korea, Na Na Pham gets why Korea has 

become such a hot spot for tourism. She shares her impressions in The Four Colors of Korea.

Since I was young, I have 

been interested in Korean 

culture, which led me to believe 

that I knew it well enough 

to adapt to living here easily. 

However, when I came to 

Korea and experienced the 

culture firsthand, I was shocked 

by some of the things that I 

came across, which I will share. 

These are my experiences and 

not intended for generalization 

and stereotyping. I do not 

intend to offend anyone who 

may be mentioned. I hope you 

enjoy reading!

Rainy Summer
I came to Korea at the 

beginning of last summer. 

Even though I always knew 

that Korea has four seasons, 

I did not expect that the 

summer here would be so 

hot and humid. I am used to 

hot and dry summers back in 

my country and cold winters 

with rain and snow. However, 

a rainy summer seemed so 

ridiculous to me that my body 

was so confused, and I ended 

up having a cold for the first 

three months I was here. A 

cold in the hot summer!

Shy People
The people are shy, especially 

outside of Seoul. I understand 

that it is mainly because they 

are not confident enough in 

their English abilities. However, 

I wish people would have 

more courage and just talk to 

foreigners. This still surprises 

me. As the interest in Korean 

becomes stronger, there is 

a good chance many of the 

foreigners here actually speak 

Korean!

Curiosity
People have approached me 

because they are curious to 

know about me and my life in 

Korea, especially some of the 

lovely ajumma and ajeossi. They 

have been particularly curious to 

know why I chose to come to 

Korea and not another country. 

I was really shocked one time 

when a lady I met on the train 

asked me about private details 

of my life. She even asked me 

what my family's income was, 

which is extremely private in 

my opinion.

Personal Beliefs
I always thought that most 

Koreans were either atheists 

or just not religious. However, 

I was completely blown away 

by the number of times I was 

approached by groups of people 

attempting to proselytize me. 

One situation that stands out in 

my memory is when my friend 

and I were approached by two 

girls who were promoting their 

church. We clearly said we 

were not interested and that we 

were already content with our 

SOURCE: Instagram @kyounghyang

DIFFICULTY CONT. ON 3

▲Eldin Husic with a neighbor by a moving truck 
outside his future restaurant.
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Spring in Korea starts from March until the end of May. Spring is 

not as freezing cold as winter, but there is still some of its remnants, 

especially at night. By day, it is warm and sunny enough to put on your 

favorite dress with a light coat outside. Spring is the time for many 

festivals nationwide. One of those is the Cherry Blossom Festival, which 

is one of the main festivals. I love spring. I love cherry blossoms. I am 

happy and energetic going to school with all the pink and the light, 

pleasurable scent of cherry every day.

The four colors of Korea

Korea is one of the most popular destinations 

for tourists from all over the world. It is not at 

all unreasonable for tourists to choose Korea 

as one of their destinations. I have lived and 

studied in Korea for almost 2 years, and I 

absolutely know the reasons why Korea is such 

an attractive place to visit.

My first year in Korea gave me the impression 

(though others may think I am insane) that time 

flies much faster in Korea than in my home 

country of Vietnam. I am not foolish enough to 

say that at all. But my second year in Korea 

gave me the reason for my insane impression. 

Korea stands out from other countries for its 

special climate and four clearly distinct seasons, 

giving the impression of faster time movement.

Unlike many other countries on the same 

continent, each of Korea's seasons has its own 

color. Let’s have a look at the four colors of the 
land of kimchi.

Fall in Korea is called as the season of romance, probably because of 

its colorful landscape. Fall starts from the middle of September until the 

beginning of December. You will see all the mountains covered with red 

leaves and many other colors. Fall is the most colorful season of the 

year. The most ideal places to visit in Fall are Naejangsan, Jeongeup-si, 

Jeollabuk-do Province or Nami Island, where you can blend in with the 

famous yellow tree forest from the well known movie Winter Sonata.

The rest of the time is occupied by winter. It is considerably cold in 

Korea during those last months of the year. The average temperature may 

go down to minus several degrees. All the color is gone. No more trees 

with a variety of colors, all the leaves leave their branches to stay silent 

during the winter days. I saw snow for the first time in last winter and 

couldn’t help exclaiming how beautiful it was. Now the white takes place 

of the red to become the main color of the landscape. Peaceful, silent, 

purified: three words that come to mind when winter arrives.

Next comes summer, which usually starts from the beginning of 

June and ends in the middle of September. Even though the average 

temperature is quite high, it is a perfect time for lying down on beautiful 

beaches with family and friends. Busan and Jeju Island are often crowded 

with people during this season for its many attractive shores. Coming to 

Korea at this time, you can cool down from the hot weather with Korean 

summer foods such as naengmyeon, patbingsu, mulhui, dotorimook, dak 

kalguksu, and jangeo gui.

By NA NA PHAM
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personal beliefs. They persisted 

so much, however, that my 

friend pretended she couldn't 

speak either English or Korean. 

Then it turned out that one of 

the girls could speak Spanish. 

Long story short, we were more 

than thirty minutes late for our 

meeting.

Before coming to Korea, I did 

not know I would experience 

such culture shock. However, 

I learned that you can never 

judge without experiencing 

something firsthand. Therefore, 

I have done my best to open 

my heart and accept the culture 

as it is without comparing it to 

others. The beauty of cultures is 

how they are all unique!

DIFFICULTY
FROM 1

The English 
Hakbo is online!
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com

Resilience
Resilience refers to the ability 

of humans to return to their 

previous level of adaptability and 

recovery even if they had been 

in a state of maladjustment as 

a result of difficulty or adversity 

-- that is, an individual who 

had been temporarily unable to 

recover his or her strength and 

ability in an increasingly stressful 

situation is able to return to the 

previous adjustment level and 

recover.

Ultimately resilience is the 

ability to withstand without 

fa l l ing down. In order to 

understand resilience, it is first 

necessary to understand the 

relationship between risk factors 

and protective factors. Risk 

factors are the psychological 

and social environments that 

increase the likelihood of mental 

disorders or maladjustment, 

and these factors put human 

beings at risk. For example, 

poverty, family disagreement, 

uneasy emotions, educational 

indifference, depression, and 

crime. Protective factors, on the 

other hand, are psychological and 

social factors that make humans 

adaptable and healthy. High self-

efficacy, diverse interpersonal 

relationships, a supportive family, 

good peer relationships, and 

positive role models are known to 

be typical protective factors.

Res i l ience refers to the 

characteristics of a stable 

individual possessing these 

protective factors. This is like 

the airbag hypothesis, which is 

easy to understand, as they are 

not a part of our daily lives. We 

almost forget about the presence 

of the airbag while riding in the 

car, but the value of the airbag 

appears when the car crashes. 

The same is true for resilience, 

as with an airbag, which is never 

demonstrated when a person, 

who is merely in danger of being 

in danger, is safe.

Typical examples of resilience 

that exert value during a crisis 

are high intelligence, sincere 

empathy, a sense of humor, 

diverse interests, and a clear 

purpose in life. Of course, these 

characteristics are desirable 

ones even when not in a 

crisis. However, even if these 

characteristics are somewhat 

lacking in normal times, there 

is no big problem in daily life 

or one's ability to adapt to 

general situations. In a stable 

environment, there are many 

people who are always serious 

and cold, those concentrating 

on what is important to them, 

and those who live their lives 

faithfully each day. However, 

when faced with a crisis, they 

often fall into psychological 

confusion. In contrast, people 

with a sense of humor have 

insight into the crisis. There 

is a friend who gives a hand 

when he is in adversity to a 

person who has been rejoicing 

in the happiness of others 

and crying in sorrow. High 

intelligence is revealed in the 

process of overcoming adversity, 

which makes this process an 

opportunity to improve self-

efficacy and self-esteem. In 

addition, they further elaborate 

the purpose of l i fe whi le 

considering one's future hopes 

and dreams. They do not want 

bad luck and do not focus on 

painful realities, and so are not 

shaken by crises.

Resilience is not innate. When 

I seriously think about myself, 

I pay attention to my merits by 

convincing myself that I can 

do well. This feeling increases 

my self-efficacy of being able 

to reverse the present situation 

toward that which is desirable. 

You should maximize this by 

paying attention to your hidden 

talents before succumbing to 

adversity.

It is good to face a variety 

of s ituat ions in order to 

discover one's talents. If you 

have a consistent ability in a 

particular area and learn to 

tolerate or overcome diverse new 

environments, you will become 

talented in those areas as well. 

It is important to stimulate and 

develop your talents in order 

to maintain them for whenever 

difficulties arise.

It is also important to have 

empathy; therefore, to improve 

it, so-called "vision training" is 

effective. In other words, this is 

training to change places with 

another person. If you learn to 

walk in someone else's shoes, 

you will have the presence of 

mind to consider your opponent, 

and your coldness will decrease. 

Empathy is also helpful in 

c leans ing one's emot ions, 

while having the effect of 

demonstrating a person as having 

a rich and warm emotion and 

sociality. People like this person 

and want to help. They are in 

turn supported when they are in 

crisis.

Finally, a variety of interests 

are also needed. This means a 

willingness to shake things up 

a little and challenges to open 

your mind. There is not only one 

way in life. If it is not done this 

way, it can be done that way. 

And if the road is blocked, there 

must be room and flexibility 

so you can get back. It is this 

power that drives adventure and 

curiosity out of adversity rather 

than despair when you are in a 

pinch. The lovely students of our 

university want to have airbags 

for all risk factors. While living 

the university life, cultivate a 

strong internal bodyguard of 

resilience and go along in life.

Translated by Charles Ian Chun

Editorial

German School of Music 

professor of piano and 

renowned soloist André Boainain 
will perform works by Debussy, 

Liszt, and Schubert at a recital 

on Sunday 30 April at 7:30 

pm at Kumho Art Hall in 

Seoul. Students can receive a 

50 percent discount. For more 

information visit the German 

School of Music office on the 

2nd floor of Wooweon Hall.
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The second semester of 2017 

was quite boring for the motion 

picture industry. I think I went 

to the movies only twice, once 

for It and then for The Greatest 

Showman. Both killed my 

enthusiasm rather fast. After the 

first half hour, I was looking 

for the exit doors! Since then I 

haven’t found a good movie to 

review before classes start. For 

that reason, I will recommend six 

promising movies that are most 

likely to tell a good story rather 

than just produce empty laughs 

or, more importantly, make you 

regret buying a ticket for a two-

hour picture you won’t enjoy.

Lady Bird (coming in April) 

One of the most interesting 

movies with a 99% score on the 

website Rotten Tomatoes, it did 

reach a perfect score soon after 

its release in the United States. 

Starring Saoirse Ronan, it's a 

coming of age story about a young 

student with artistic inclinations. 

It promises lots of drama, some 

comedy, and very good acting.

The Disaster Artist (release 
date unknown) A biographical 

parody of the making of The 

Room (2003), which received 

negative reviews for its acting, 

screenplay, and dialogue. Yet 

this reenactment brings together 

all that the original lacked, and 

graciously provides laughter and 

good drama -- all through the 

vision of James Franco.

The Shape of Water (released 
in February) A 2018 Oscar 

favorite, Guillermo del Toro's 

work follows the special bond 

created between an amphibious 

creature and a lonely janitor. 

Critics consider it del Toro’s best 
film since Pan’s Labyrinth, which 
was epic (cough, cough). No more 

words needed to make you go 

running to the cinema when it 

hits the theaters over here.

Cal l Me By Your Name 
(coming in March) An Academy 

Awards nominee for Best Picture, 

it’s a romantic drama directed 

by Luca Guadagnino. The movie 

chronicles the first-love delirium 

of 17-year-old Elio Perlman for 

his father’s American assistant, 

Oliver. A story framed in beautiful 

and aesthetic cinematography set 

in Italy, never had there been 

a place that served as a better 

background for summer love. For 

that, the film has been nominated 

for countless awards, winning six 

so far.

Three Bil lboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri (coming in 

March) It received seven Academy 

Awards nominations plus many 

other awards. The story takes 

place seven months after the 

local authorities fail to catch the 

murderer of Mildred Hayes’s 

teenage daughter, causing Mildred 

to do the unthinkable. This film 

will shock viewers as the heroine 

does the people of her town. 

Definitely not a film to be missed!

Red Sparrow (released in 
February) Based on the novel 

of the same name, it stars 

Jennifer Lawrence in the role of 

a Russian spy who is sent to 

make contact with a CIA agent. 

Soon their relationship goes all 

Mr. & Mrs. Smith, bringing them 

a step closer to death. Dear 

fellow students: beware for the 

film features explicit violence, 

torture, sexual content, and 

strong language -- not that 

most of you care.

What to watch
A Movie Guide for Spring

SOURCE: readme.ae

My inspiration 

for self-exploration 

can be summed 

up in two words: 

The Alchemist. 

This book rocked 

my world and 

changed my life at 

the same time.

There I was, 

feeling on top 

of the world 

after my ninth-

grade graduation 

ceremony, when 

a very important 

man in my life handed me my graduation 

present. It was my dad, and he gave me my 

first Paulo Coelho book, The Alchemist. For 

me it is the most influential book and one that 

changed my life.

It is the story of Santiago, a shepherd boy 

who dreams of traveling the world to discover 

treasures, and who is courageous enough to 

walk in the direction of his desires. In order to 

realize the best that his destiny has to offer, 

he travels from his home in Spain, through the 

markets of Tangiers, and into the great Egyptian 

desert. He gets duped, experiences love, loses 

and makes money, learns a different language, 

meets different people, and finds himself in 

pleasant and not-so-pleasant situations. His 

journey is full of adventure and lessons, while 

he also finds the privilege of meeting a king, a 

desert woman, and an alchemist, each adding to 

his life new turns and perceptions.

One thing I feel the world definitely needs now 

is positivity. I am glad this book is a bestseller 

because it instills positivity into its readers. The 

book says, "to realize one’s destiny is a person’s 
only real obligation."

The Alchemist does not just say but makes you 

believe! I have never been to a desert, but the 

narrative is so strong that I feel I have actually 

experienced being in the middle of one. The 

author not only gives a factual description of the 

scene but describes the feelings and emotions 

vividly. I felt the same rush of emotions through 

me. The narrative is fast paced in the beginning, 

but slows down towards the middle with sudden 

twists leading to thrilling parts towards the end. 

Honestly, I did not know how to react to the 

conclusion of the book. At first it seemed as if 

the ending had disappointed me. But then after 

a few moments of thought, I realized that the 

book managed to fulfill its purpose in making 

the reader understand that having faith in your 

destiny can actually lead you to realizing it.

Now I think twice before cursing my own 

destiny. There is always a bigger plan that we 

fail to comprehend. I absolutely recommend you 

read this book.

By CLAUDIA GREY

The book that 
changed my life

A Review of The Alchemist

STYLE

New York’s new "It" Girl 
has officially outgrown 

her mother’s big shadow. 
Ever since her first 

modeling pictures were 

released, she’s gained 
a lot of attention from 

the fashion media. 

Who is she? And can 

she be as good as her 

mother? Apparently, she 

can! Her name is Kaia 

Gerber, the daughter of 

worldwide famous super 

model Cindy Crawford. 

This 16-year-old beauty 

just made her runway 

debut last year during 

the 2018 Spring Fashion 

Week. Now her gracious 

model steps are imposing 

a great presence at the 

2018 Fall/Winter Fashion 

Week for big names like 

Alexander Wang, Versace, 

Prada, Burberry, and 

Chanel. Will she conquer 

the four big fashion cities 

(New York, London, Milan, 

and Paris) this time as 

well? Expectations are 

high, scrutinizing eyes are 

everywhere, but she ain't 

going home!

This season’s New "It" Girl

▲ Alexander Wang 
   RTW Spring 2018

SOURCES: 1) wwd.com  2) businessoffashion.com

▲ Chanel RTW  
   Spring 2018

By ALINA AKILBEKOVA 

By CLAUDIA GREY


