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Riding the bus along 

Gyeongbu Expressway 

through Seongnam one 

can look out the window 

in admiration at the 

imposing structure that is 

Naver Green Factory. This 

27-floor glass tower has 

been the tech company's 

headquarters since 2010, 

winning awards for its eco-

friendly design. In addition 

to offering a thoroughly 

modern workplace for Naver 

employees, the building also 

houses an impressive library 

available to the public.

While our own Kangnam 

University Central Library, 

particularly the third floor, 

provides a nice atmosphere 

for diving into a pile of 

books during the week, only 

the cramped study areas on 

the first floor are accessible 

on weekends. Nearby 

Giheung Library, another 

attractive spot for the local 

bookworm, is almost always 

packed. Naver Library, while 

requiring more effort to 

get to, offers an excellent 

solution and a stylish one 

at that.

If you come looking to 

pull a spy thriller off the 

shelves, however, you won't 

be in luck. Naver Library's 

massive selection is focused 

(not surprisingly) on IT 

and design. The second 

floor has shelf after shelf 

of programming books to 

satisfy even the biggest 

nerd, while the first floor 

has a vast array of art 

and design books, some 

of which are so large, 

it's probably best to cart 

them around on one of the 

trolleys the library provides. 

A variety of seating areas 

and tables give visitors a 

comfortable place to read 

and work while looking out 

A green space for
reading and relaxing

Part of one community

Celebrating spring

By SUNYOUNG CHUN

By CHARLES IAN CHUN
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▲ 1st-year Global Studies student Hyeon Jong Park performs at The Most Beautiful 
Moment, student council KIUM's cherry blossom festival which took place April 10-12 
in front of Kangnam University. Over three days students enjoyed food from specialty 
food trucks, musical performances by students, a flea market, and photos taken 
against the lush backdrop of cherry blossoms.

Following Rehabilitation 

Day, which had been observed 

by private organizations 

since 1972, the country 

des ignated Apri l 20 

Disabled Persons Day in 

1981 and has been holding 

events to commemorate 

the day since.

As April is a time of 

renewal for all living 

things, celebrating Disabled 

Persons Day on April 

20 highlights the will 

of the disabled to be 

rehabilitated.

On April 19 the Department 

of Special Education  

held an event in front of 

Shalom Hall to spread 

awareness about people 

with disabilities.

Students could experience 

visual impairment, delayed 

disabilities, and auditory 

difficulties in order to 

better understand what 

their disabled fellow 
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▲ The entrance to Naver Library is on the first floor 
of Naver Green Factory in Seongnam

▲ Special Education students hold a disability awareness event outside of Shalom 
Hall on April 19, the day before Disabled Persons Day.
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Angry mother sends a message
A Review of Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri

Flood on fifth!

Since there are so many 

good movies being screened, 

it was really hard to 

choose just one to write 

about. I mentioned Martin 

McDonagh's Three Billboards 

Outside Ebbing, Missouri last 

issue in my spring movie 

guide. When I finally saw 

this unexpectedly good movie 

with its renegade style, I 

knew I had to tell you more 

about it.

It’s been seven months in 

Ebbing, Missouri since the 

awful murder of Mildred 

Hayes's teenage daughter, 

and yet no progress on the 

case has been made. In 

order to get the attention 

of the public, and most 

importantly of the local 

authorities, Mildred causes a 

scandal in the closed-minded 

town by sending a strong 

message with three old 

billboards. You'll have to see 

the movie for yourself to find 

out what is on the billboards.

The scandal, while not so 

unusual in other parts of the 

United States, shakes up this 

small town. Three Billboards 

shows many troubling 

aspects of life in American 

society. There’s the strong 
emphasis on the racism 

black Americans suffer at the 

hands of police, as well as 

the prejudice against Latino 

immigrants, the uneducated, 

and the bad influence they 

have on their children. There’s 
also a disturbing look (as 

if there's any other kind) at 

domestic violence. Okay, no 

more spoilers.

Despite the mix of such 

pure negativity, the nearly 

two-hour film doesn’t weigh 
heavily on the heart of the 

viewer. Instead, you finish 

the movie impressed by the 

willpower of Mildred, played 

by Frances McDormand, who 

clearly deserved her Golden 

Globe for her performance. 

McDormand's Mildred walks 

fearlessly through the 

enraged town, no insults or 

physical threats piercing her 

steel armor. The powerful 

script by director McDonagh 

is also highly entertaining 

through the words and 

actions of the film's disparate 

characters. The authenticity 

of the dialogue is a good 

example of what black 

comedy should be.

I strongly recommend you 

see this movie. Stop watching 

Korean dramas for a couple of 

hours and give this film the 

green light. Three Billboards 

will move you on many levels 

as it did me.

By CLAUDIA GREY

COMMUNITY
FROM 1

students go through.

I worked at the visual impairment booth, where I 

printed Braille for students and faculty who visited our 

event. Braille is a language composed of 6 raised dots 

and used by the visually impaired.

Visual impairment is divided into blindness and low 

vision. People think only those who are totally blind 

use Braille. But when considering legibility or the risk 

of blindness, low-vision students also learn Braille. The 

language is used in many different ways in everyday life 

such as on elevators, at bus stops, on drinks, and on 

Braille blocks where we walk on the street.

The event was a big success, and we thank all those 

who stopped by and showed interest. We hope you 

learned there is nothing wrong with the disabled nor are 

they different from the rest of us. We are all part of one 

community that grows together.
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▲ Volunteers print labels in Braille for visitors to the 
Special Education department's disability awareness 
event outside Shalom Hall.

▲ A continuous spring shower last Monday April 23 causes mild flooding on the 
5th floor common area of Shalom Hall, normally frequented by students between 
classes.
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LIBRARY
FROM 1A war without shots fired

We are living in an age of chaos 

when war and peace coexist recently. 

On the one hand, Syria's civil 

war has gone on for eight years, 

causing great harm to women and 

children, while attacks on the Kurds 

in Turkey continue. In July and 

August of last year, when North 

Korea launched intercontinental 

ballistic missiles (ICBMs) over 

the Pacific Ocean followed by the 

United States' deployment of a 

B-1B Lancer strategic bomber in 

September, the readiness for war 

on the Korean peninsula became 

clear. However, contrary to this 

belligerent atmosphere, there have 

been overtures toward peace via the 

summits between South and North 

Korea and the one between North 

Korea and the United States held in 

April and May now that the Winter 

Olympic Games in PyeongChang have 

concluded.

However, what we are witnessing 

is just the semblance of peace. 

While countries around the world call 

for peace, they also make extreme 

choices for their own benefit. The 

United States, our longtime ally, 

recently announced additional tariffs 

on steel and aluminum products 

imported into the US in response 

to perceived threats to its security. 

Countries around the world, as well 

as the US, should not hesitate to 

introduce import regulations and 

discriminatory systems on foreign 

products if they judge that doing 

so would be beneficial to their 

economies. In the past, the US 

imposed economic sanctions on North 

Korea, Cuba, Nicaragua, Iran and 

Libya, which threaten their security. 

The ripple effects of this recent 

move, however, are considerable, as 

it has never taken a single round 

of import restrictions for security 

reasons against traditional allies, the 

European Union and Japan among 

others, not to mention Korea. The EU, 

China, and others are responding in 

retaliation by imposing high tariffs on 

US agricultural products. The world is 

now in the era of a trade war without 

any shots fired.

The trade war is being initiated by 

President Trump ahead of the US 

midterm election in November. The 

key is how far to keep it going. It 

would be fortunate if the trade war 

with China was limited to imported 

steel and aluminum. However, if 

major economies such as China and 

the EU's raise trade barriers against 

each other, the global economy may 

find itself in a serious crisis. If such 

a situation arises, Korea, which is 

highly dependent on trade, would 

suffer the greatest damage. We do 

not want this to happen. In the past, 

the spread of protectionist trade to 

protect domestic industry was a cause 

of the Great Depression. In 1948, the 

General Agreement on Tariffs and 

Trade (GATT) was created to prevent 

the spread of such protectionism 

and to promote free trade. In 1994, 

it was expanded to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO). As for the high 

proportion of exports in economic 

growth, we should actively utilize 

the multilateral trade system that 

pursues free trade and cooperate with 

other countries to improve the unfair 

measures taken by the United States. 

However, it is very regrettable that 

our commissioning department has 

been changed several times under this 

administration, while the departure 

of competent trade professionals has 

accelerated. In order to maintain our 

status as a trading power in the 

world, wouldn't it be necessary to 

cultivate professional experts and 

have that initiative reflected in the 

curriculum of our universities?

Translated by Charles Ian Chun

Editorial
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▲Rows of hydroponic 
plants sit atop the 
bookshelves of Naver 
Library. 

▲A magazine reading 
area, cafe, and gift shop 
can also be found in the 
lobby of Naver Green 
Factory opposite the 
library.

at the rows of hydroponic 

plants sitting atop the 

numerous bookshelves.

If you're passing through 

the neighborhood and 

simply want to browse, you 

can pick up a 15-minute 

pass at the front desk. If 

you plan to stay longer, 

install the Naver app on 

your smartphone and be 

logged in. Registration is 

a simple process and can 

even be done at the address 

below. Check in at the 

library merely involves a 

quick scan with your phone.

Opposite the library 

entrance is a spacious 

magazine area that doesn't 

require registration or 

check-in. Here you can 

read and relax while 

enjoying a cup of coffee 

from their cafe and gift 

shop run by staff with 

developmental disabilities.

Getting to Naver Green 

Factory is a 20-minute ride 

by car. For those using 

public transportation, the 

820 bus can take you most 

of the way there. Another 

option is the subway to 

Jeongja Station (Exit 3), 

which is only one-kilometer 

away, offering the chance 

for an invigorating walk.

Visit <library.navercorp.

com> for more information.

UPCOMING MARATHONS
GWACHEON MARATHON
Sun, May 13 - 8:00 a.m.

5K / 10K / HALF 

5,000-30,000 won

gwacheonrun.kr

YEOJU KING SEJONG MARATHON
Sun, May 20 - 9:00 a.m.

5K / 10K / HALF 

15,000-35,000 won

yjmarathon.com

ICHEON CERAMICS MARATHON
Sun, May 27 - 9:00 a.m.

5K / 10K / HALF

10,000-35,000 won

2000marathon.com

YANGPYEONG MARATHON
Sat, June 2 - 9:00 a.m.

4.2K / 10K / COUPLES / HALF

10,000-30,000 won

hangangmarathon.net

DAWN NORTH HAN RIVER MARATHON
Sun, June 3 - 7:00 a.m.

5K / 10K / HALF / FULL

15,000-40,000 won

amarunsb.com
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A little says a lot

STYLE

In an effort to attract younger 

customers, French fashion house Chanel 

opened a pop-up store in the Seoul 

neighborhood of Hongdae from March 30 

to April 22. Not able to resist, I put off 

studying for exams just a little longer to 

go have a look around.

You only needed to register at their 

official website to get an invitation sent 

to your phone. When you showed it upon 

arrival you automatically got a bubble 

coin and a Chanel pin. Both were the 

cutest things! The bubble coin was used 

to play their claw machine game, where I 

won a Chanel perfume sample.

There were other game machines as 

well. When you finished playing them you 

could test lipsticks by pressing a button, 

and your machine's screen turned into a 

mirror! Afterward you could take amazing 

pics at the photo zone that had a huge 

Chanel logo in the background.

Visitors who bought a product from the 

store received a keyboard sticker and a 

pouch.

Unfortunately, the website didn't allow 

registration for foreign tourists or foreign 

residents. Still visiting the store was still 

an amazing experience.

Rumor has it another pop-up store will 

open in Singapore. So if you have any 

traveling plans out that way, be sure to 

stop by!

It's a COCO game center!

SOURCE: blog.naver.com/misoippo
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By CLAUDIA GREY

▲4th-year Department of Taxation student Jiseul Heo (left) and 1st-year Global 
Studies student Yujin Kim view pieces on display at the Professor Council's 
Calligraphy Exhibition and Bazaar celebrating the 72nd Anniversary of Kangnam 
University's founding, which was held April 16-19 in the lobby of Shalom Hall.

수원시 팔달구 정조로 751-11 중동빌딩 3F
Open Fri/Sat


