
Popular restaurants around KNU
By SEUNG YEON SONG

 A student from the Department 
of Public Survice at Kangnam 
University has created a map of 
“KNU’s Popular Restaurants” to help 
incoming freshmen. Let's check it 
out and see what details it gives us 
about the good restaurants around our 
school.
 
Why did you make a map of 
KNU's popular restaurants?
I don’t know who first did it, but a 
student from the Division of Global 
Business Administration posted a map 
of good restaurants on the app “Every 
Time at Kangnam University”. The 
freshmen who had seen it said it was 
“helpful” and were “relieved to be able 
to eat off campus.'' As a result, I made 
a new version of the map because I 
thought that it would help freshmen a 
lot.
 
What's the difference between the new 

restaurant map and the previous one?
At first I tried to make my map 
based on the one made by the 
Global Business student. But I didn't 
get permission from the creator, so I 
made it in a different format.
The map of “KNU's Popular 
Restaurants” is intuitively arranged 
based on a map around KNU. We can 
get an objective view of our location 
and a restaurant's location by distance, 
crosswalks, and road-shaped features. 
You can also configure the order of 

the restaurant layout as realistically as 
possible to determine the location of 
your destination.
The biggest feature is that because 
it's visual, updates can reflect 
information about restaurants that 
hadn’t been on the map or have 
disappeared in real time.
 
How did you make the map?
T h e  f i r s t  p r o g r a m  I  u s e d 
was PowerPoint. Since I feel that 
the resolution is not good enough, 
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On the afternoon of March 3, the second day of the semester, Kangnam University’s main gate, normally bustling 
with vehicle and foot traffic, remains hauntingly quiet as students and faculty work from home during the country’s 
COVID-19 epidemic.
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My first experience 
with AWMUN

By NANA PHAM

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

I am going to tell you about my experience at 
AWMUN, where I was selected to participate 
as a delegate representing South Korea on the 
Crisis Committee.
AWMUN stands for Asia World Model 
United Nations. It is a simulation of a United 
Nations conference attended by students and 
graduates, referred to as delegates, who are 
assigned a country to represent in one of the 
United Nations’ numerous committees with 
pre-set topics to debate. Delegates research the 
background of their country, their country’s 
position on the topic, and prepare notes on 
possible solutions. Much like the real UN, the 
goal is to identify solutions through negotiation 
and consensus. According to the Harvard Model 
United Nations Procedure and Rules, the general 
goal of MUN is to educate participants about the 
workings of the UN, enhance negotiating and 
oratory skills, and broaden the participant’s view 
and knowledge of the world. As a student from 
the Global Affairs department who is interested 
in the UN and its workings, this was a golden 
opportunity to not only enhance my knowledge 
but also engage in the process.
I was assigned to the Crisis Committee, 
which is a specialized body of the UN, along 
with regional ones such as ASEAN and OIC 



Good habits your student 
schedule shouldn’t break

By NAKAYIZA HOPE LETICIA
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As the semester goes on, there are things we give more time to and others we 
happen to forget or pay little or no attention to at all. We eventually scrap them 
off our schedule before doing something we consider more important. Looking at 
my student life, while bearing in mind that yours is not so different, here are some 
habits that are most likely to suffer at the hands of our busy schedules. 

 
1. Have meals
Some timetables are messy with perhaps just an hour between your previous and 

next class. When you think about the other things you have to do, you may get to 
think that having a good meal at that time is a luxury. Even if you don't make it at 
everyone's lunchtime, I think it is good to make sure you get yourself a good meal 
every day. It is that food your body is going to depend on to perform its best. Feed 
it well. 

 
2. Catching up with friends
Meeting friends and catching up is one of the things that can help us get along 

stronger during a tough semester. Sharing your challenges and talking about your 
stress with people who care will make your burden feel lighter and may remind 
you that you aren't the only one struggling. So share your burdens and have light 
moments with people you love and trust to keep you emotionally and mentally 
stable.

 
3. Exercise
Stress builds up with the numerous deadlines for projects and assignments not 

to mention exams. Working out will help you keep a clear head and do your work 
with more focus. Research shows that exercise releases proteins in the brain 
that help improve memory and cognitive performance like learning, thinking, 
reasoning, problem solving, decision making and attention.

 
4. Sleep
As the semester goes on, 24 hours a day won’t seem to be enough. We 

often sleep just a few hours or not at all on some tough days. But we cannot 
compromise on sleep. Even if it is just a few hours, your body needs that sleep 
to repair and recover from the previous day’s stress. Getting consistent sleep 
helps improve emotional, physical and mental performance. So keep sleep on the 
schedule!

 
5. Finding time for God
I think it is the most important of all and yet the most neglected. Academics 

are just like any other battle we are fighting in our lives, and we can't fight them 
alone. When things don’t seem to be going our way or the way we expect them 
to, grace from God can work wonders. We all need to set aside some time each 
day to ask God to walk our journey with us. There is no better journey than that 
walked with God.

 
Proverbs 3:5-6 says, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding, in all your ways submit to Him, and He will 
make your paths straight." 

 
There are lots of things we need to do to build or 

whole selves. I hope you include the above and have a 
great semester!
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What Korea Can Learn from Brexit
By HEE SU PARK

On January 31 Brexit, which had driven the United Kingdom crazy 
for three and half years, became a reality. Since the day the UK voted 
to leave the European Union, Britain had been in negotiations with the 
EU about what their economic relationship would be while tackling a 
complicated mix of racism and elitist politics at home.

Brexit represents a miserable end to elitism. Since the end of the 
Cold War, the world has been immersed in globalization. Moreover 
democracy, national unification, and human rights have been central 
issues. As a result, London became the heart of the global financial 
system, while the EU became a symbol of peace, harmony, and 
unification. But there was another side to this. Many companies 
transferred their factories to foreign countries such as China. The cities 
where they were located became deeply depressed. Moreover, the 
financial crisis in 2008 hit the world and political polarization increased. 
As a result, anti-elite sentiments were ignited as the public felt that the 
upper class did not have any interest in their economies.

 In this situation, far-right groups became significant players in British 
politics, arousing anti-elite and anti-EU sentiments. When their support 
for the conservative party declined, the Prime Minister at the time David 
Cameron introduced the Brexit poll, which he hoped would block them. 
Assuming people would not vote to leave the EU, he gambled the future 
of his nation for his own political interests and lost. At the same time, 
some far-right politicians have used Brexit and their position for personal 
gain. One such conservative pro-Brexit politician, Jacob Ress-Mogg, 
was estimated to have received £7 million through his investment firm 
as a result of the Brexit vote.

The issue of Brexit and what it has revealed about the UK gives Korea 
a chance to look at itself critically. Over the past two years, progressive 
politicians who had focused on equality, justice, and democracy have 
been revealed to be conflicted characters. Former South Chungcheong 
Province Governor Ahn Hee-jung had to step down after charges of 
sexual assault were made against him. The public outcry after corruption 
allegations against former Justice Minister Cho Kuk caused him to 
resign. When news broke concerning Yemeni refugees on Jeju Island in 
2018 and the outbreak of the coronavirus earlier this year, racist speech 
against Muslims and Chinese rapidly took over the internet.

Korea will have a legislative election next month. Over the past several 
years elite groups, progressive and conservative alike, have been the 
picture of incompetence when it comes to the economy. This issue 
is surely to be the hottest issue among voters as the public has been 
experiencing tough times because of the coronavirus outbreak. Targeting 
this crisis, one of the progressive opposition parties has strongly 
suggested preventing Chinese from entering the country. If they perform 
this racist magic show in the “interests of the nation” before the election, 
it would be the perfect strategy to distract people from focusing on the 
economy and the election itself.

Let’s hope Koreans will not vote for chaos next month. Let’s hope 
Koreans have learned from Brexit.



Swiss-born writer Alain de Botton likened the news to religion. This is because 
the news that starts and ends on time at 7 am, noon, 8 pm, and midnight is like 
a religious ceremony. As with the timeliness, we usually believe what appears 
in the news is true. Like finding the truth in religious ceremony. However, de 
Botton warns that the replacement of religious rituals with the news shows how 
secularized modern society is. You can see it in the content. Stories of murder, 
arson, embezzlement, and all sorts of other wicked crimes in our tumultuous 
world dominate.

With the spread of COVID-19, all news outlets including newspapers, broadcasts, 
portal sites, and social media are filled with reports of infectious diseases. When 
you wake up in the morning, turn on your smartphone out of habit and enter a 
portal site, horrific stories that have piled up through the night pour in at once. 
There is only catastrophe, apocalypse or disaster. On the other hand, if you look 
out the window, you will see buds that bloom one by one in the bright and warm 
sunlight. If good literary works contain the irony of the world, it is the literature that 
has recently taken place in our lives. Such irony is a reality around the world where 
disaster and the spring season, an unprecedented fear of infectious diseases and 
flower buds coexist.

Many works of art were born during tragic events of human history. Picasso's 
well-known work of cubism Gernica was created in the cruelty of World War 
II whose reality could not be represented by realism. Albert Camus’ The Stranger, 
which is said to be the epitome of absurd literature, also started from the horror 
of the battlefield where people were killed regardless of their name, race, or age. 
Wars, infectious diseases, and their causes may have their differences, but they are 
all tragedies of humanity and a times of suffering.

In Korean literature, Son Chang-Sop's work was also formed in the vestiges of the 
Korean War. His literature features people who are physically and psychologically 
injured. The eyes of the protagonists reflect the frustration of the post-war reality 
when most people had to live on government surpluses.

What should be noted is that no matter how terrifying the world is, whether 
it's war or disease, the world moves on, time passes, and people live. As if there 
were no infectious diseases or wars, people love each other, hate each other, have 
children, and live raising them.

On the day World War I ended, people kissed each other in the streets, wearing 
masks. At that time, the flu pandemic that killed 50 million people was prevalent. 
The flu hit young people, in particular, on the battlefield. Although it was first 
published in the Spanish newspaper and called the Spanish flu, the disease, which 
originated in North America, took the lives of young people more than the fighting 
itself. Nevertheless, on the day the war ended, people donning masks kissed each 
other with joy. Even in the fear of war and infectious diseases, people need to feel 
the warmth of another to escape from fear. Ironic.

In W. Somerset Maugham’s novel The Painted Veil, it is cholera that is featured. 
A wife, who has never felt any affection for her husband, eventually has an 
affair. In order to punish her yet have her avoid suffering, her husband, a doctor, 
volunteers to serve where cholera has broken out. Her husband, in taking care of 
patients, becomes infected with cholera himself and eventually dies. In the process 
the wife realizes too late how foolish she has been and how precious her husband 
was. 

Perhaps this is what life is like in in the era of infectious disease. Although 
social distancing keeps us two meters apart, we become closer to each other 
by bringing our hearts together. Vicious and despicable crimes like the Telegram 
Nth Room also occur in the midst of this. The altruistic characters who 
perform seemingly superhuman feats and those who commit unspeakable acts 
of evil are as they have always been. COVID-19 is a new disaster, but the human 
drama that takes place within it is simply another chapter in a very old story.

 

                                                                          Translated by Charles Ian Chun
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News and the world
By KANG YUJUNG 

Department of Korean-English Cultural Content 

Opinion

(Organization of Islam 
Cooperation), as the South 
Korea delegate. After getting 
our assignment, we were 
informed of our topic and 
had six weeks to prepare for 
our debate with the rest of 
our committee online. We 
had to deal with a supposed 
2030 World Energy Crisis: 
The Race for Antarctica as 
a result of ongoing global 
warming. Before the real 
conference took place, each 
delegate had to submit in 
advance their “position 
paper” in which they gave a 
brief history of the problem 

and defined what they saw as the challenge to the global community.

The conference took place in Bali, Indonesia over four days last November at 
Bali Nusa Dua Convention Centre with more than 3,000 delegates from 184 
countries. It was a chance to discover a Pacific Ocean country and meet people 
from many different cultures across five continents.

All of the delegates were warmly welcomed at AWMUN’s Opening Ceremony 
with a Diplomatic Dinner, Grand Symposium and speeches from the Board of 
Secretary and Directors. I also finally got to meet my other Crisis Committee 
members, who were all fun to be with. The biggest and most important day was 
the Committee Session. That day we went to the Convention Hall as delegates 
with our documents and name badges, wearing formal vests. Standing and 
walking around, making speeches, I felt so mature and confident in my vest even 
though I still kept on my pair of Nikes. In our Committee Session, each delegate 
had to make a one-minute opening speech. This was important and quite stressful 
because we had only one minute to be “liked or disliked” by our neighbour 
countries. Then the conference officially started with moderated and unmoderated 
caucuses during which delegates presented points and motions or orders of 
precedence, seeking agreement through voting. There were two types of voting: 
Procedural (all member states must vote yes or no) and Substantive (on matters 
such as resolutions). It was a hard day but very interesting as I learned new things, 
drafted my own resolutions, and practiced responding quickly in debates.

On the last day all delegates gathered and moved to Mertasari Beach and took 
part in Coastal Clean-up activities in collaboration with the United Nations 
Information Centre Indonesia. This was a meaningful activity raising awareness 
of green beach tourism. Delegates were also given the chance to visit Bali City 
landmarks to understand more about the local culture. I heard that Indonesia is a 
country of temples, and I could see why. You can find temples everywhere! Bali’s 
beaches are also beautiful and popular with surfers.

 

AWMUN  FROM 1

(Representing South Korea on the Crisis
 Committee – front row, second from right)
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Kangnam Hakbo Vocab Challenge
Use the clues below to fill in this month’s crossword puzzle. All of the answers come from this month’s English articles.

MAP  FROM 1 AWMUN  FROM 2

Answers: englishhakbo.chaekjang.com

1. how far something is
4. a person sent to represent others 
9. 1st-year university students 
10. doing a task 
13. a chance 
14. tasty 
15. something difficult to do 
18. a plan for your time
20. division into two opposites 22 due by date
24. excellent; not silver 
28. important 
29. correct in all details 
30. about the mind 
31. better or higher than others 
33. add to 
34. focus; pay ___ 
35. something nice, expensive, not necessary 

2. giving up a little for agreement 
3. ahead of time (two words) 
5. your feeling when it's not fun 
6. not simple 
7. discussion for agreement 
8. firmly fixed; not moving 
11. working together 
12. practice for the real thing 
16. liked by many people 
17. the story behind the situation 
19. figure out
21. around the world 23 many 
25. feelings 
26. worn to show who you are 
27. to quit 
32. this started late at KNU

DOWN

ACROSS

my long-term plan is to learn and 
supplement the map with Photoshop.
The map was made through a simpler 
process than we thought. First, I made 
a map in front of KNU and entered 
the location of the restaurants by 
searching Naver Map. After some 
trimming, we finally finished with 
small elements such as crosswalks 
and parks.
 
Was the map hard to make?
There’s nothing physically challenging 
about it. Since COVID-19 is so 
serious, it's been hard to go outside. 
So this has been a hobby to relieve 
boredom. However, I was mentally 
distressed recalling the memories of 
eating delicious meals with my friends 
last semester. I can't wait to go to back 
to school. I miss KNU so much.
I started this because I wanted to 
record more and more accurate 
information. But there have been 
restaurants I didn't know about and 
ones that have been shut down. I 
think it's a problem that's going to be 
solved gradually through updates, but 
I still want to hurry and make a more 
accurate map.

 Is there anything 
else you want to 
say?
Hello! I am in the Department 
of Public Survice. I made this map 
out of boredom and posted it without 
much expectation. Thank you so 
much for your interest. When the 
semester starts, I will continue to 
update the map in earnest. If you 
know of a good restaurant, please let 
me know! I can't wait to see you all.
I'll also tell you about some updates I 
have planned:
- the shopping district in front of 
Seongji High School (Kangnam 
Printing Center, near Burrito)
- parking spaces
- bus, subway, and taxi locations
- coffee shops
- popular restaurants located farther 
away like Nana Pasta
- recommendations by Kangnam 
University students
- increased resolution
-  correct ions and addi t ional 
information in real time
 
I hope you’ll continue to show in 
interest in the map. Thank you!

Coastal cleaning with friends.

The conference finished with a Colourful Culture Night. 
We were exposed to Indonesian cultural dance and folk 
music performed by local artists. All delegates dressed in 
their own traditional costumes. Never before did I see such 
a diverse, colourful costume collection. It total blew my 
mind away.

Even though I had to miss three days of classes to attend 
the conference, I had no regrets. The conference offered a 
new network and different cultures while broadening my 
mind about the outside world. If you study global affairs 
and are interested in international organisations, this is a 
learning opportunity you won’t want to pass up.


