
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR

Do you know Yun Dong-ju, the famous poet and patriot in Korea? He 
composed poems about the tough reality of his life under Japanese colonial 
rule. His poems showed how difficult and disastrous the period was.
 
On August 29, 1910, Korea was deprived of its sovereign power by 
Japan and faced an era of Japanese colonial rule. This was clearly forced 
colonization, during which Koreans suffered unimaginable pain. 

Korea and Japan had been in a shoving match because of our positioning. 
As an island country, Japan wanted control of the Asian continent. At 
the time, Japan carried out its conquest by war, and we were caught off 
guard. Japan began to aggressively push Koreans to assimilate to Japanese 

culture under the Naeseon Ilche or 'Korea and Japan are One' policy. 
Under this policy, the crueliest measure was a compulsory manpower draft 
which included ‘Comfort Women’, the institution of sexual slavery for 
the Japanese military. In addition, the government sought to obliterate the 
Korean nation and all aspects of its culture.

This experience has given the country indelible scars. The Japanese 
government did things that were unjustifiable and morally unacceptable. 
However, despite the obvious evidence of their behavior after committing 
these actions, our ancestors, some of whom are still alive and living in pain, 
have yet to hear an apology.
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Pleasant weather and a shining sun behind a dramatic formation of clouds start the morning of August 31, an auspicious greeting to what 
everyone surely hopes will be a safe and happy second semester at Kangnam University. PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

How to remember our ancestors 
	 	 	 	 who	sacrified	themselves	for	us    By SEUNG YEON SONG

Until the day die

I long to have no speck of shame

When I gaze up toward heaven,

So I have tormented myself,

even when the wind stirs the leaves,

with a heart that sings the stars,

I will love all dyingthings.

And I will walk the way

that has been given to me.

Tonight, again, the wind brushes the stars.

Prologue - by Yun Dong-ju Translated by Dr. Chae-pyong Song & Anne Rashid
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Ready to put down strong roots
By JUYOUN JUNG
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Everyone is afraid because of COVID-19. We do not know when it will end. Still, 

I am thinking about how to achieve my goals during the pandemic.

I was upset about spending 2020 doing nothing because of the coronavirus. Then 

I remembered a famous line from The Little Prince: “Anything essential is invisible 

to the eyes.” The Little Prince talks about a book saying, “There is a picture of a 

boa constrictor swallowing an elephant, and I asked adults “Is not this painting 

scary?” but adults answered tactfully, “What’s scary about a hat?” The reason why 

I remembered this scene is that I knew I had to discover something in my heart and 

not just look at the scary appearance of the coronavirus. So what can we discover in 

these difficult situations?

First, I have to know my values. I knew I was not doing my best in life because 

of this pandemic. Yes, the world has been changed by the coronavirus, but I have to 

find what remains unchanged. These are my values. My answer to this question is to 

try hard in life.

Second, realize what is precious. I felt that our normal lives were stopped by the 

coronavirus, so this reminded me that the little things we do each day are precious. 

So then, knowing what is precious, I had a better idea of what I want to do. 

Third, make a plan for the future. Now that we realize our situation, we should be 

A life story told by a living legend
By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Irish flutist Sir James Galway is widely regarded as the greatest flutist of the past 

century. At 80 years old, he is a living legend who has released over 70 albums and 

sold over 32 million copies. He, along with his wife Lady Jeanne Galway (also a 

flutist), continues to perform around the world and teach masterclasses, the most 

notable one being his own Galway Flute Festival in Weggis, Switzerland, which 

celebrated its 30th anniversary last year and went online this past summer due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. His autobiography The Man with the Golden Flute was 

written in preparation for this 70th birthday in 2009.

Galway begins his book with how he was knighted by the Queen of England in 2001. 

The light tone of this prelude quickly establishes Galway as a witty and humorous 

storyteller. On the day he marks as one of the greatest of his life, just about everything 

seems to go wrong. Yet, the reader smiles along with what must surely be Galway’s 

own as he coolly clears one hurdle after another toward a surprisingly successful 

conclusion.

Born into the lower working class of Belfast, Ireland, Galway’s father and grandfather 

were themselves excellent flutists. He was exposed to classical music at an early 

age but was first given only a harmonica to play. His father eventually bought him 

a real flute, though young James required more expensive models as he improved. 

He studied with musicians known to the family and had great success in local 

competitions. At fifteen years old, he went to London to study at the Royal College 
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Review of The Man with the Golden Flute:
Sir James, a Celtic Minstrel

by Sir James Galway with Linda Bridges

prepared to start on what is next. Many facilities have been stopped by coronavirus, 

but that should not stop us. Let’s think about what we will do when the virus is over. 

Maybe this interruption will give us time to plan and prepare.

Where are the flowers that bloom and are unshakable? They are the plants that 

keep their place by putting down strong roots. We should be ready to put down 

strong roots of our own.

of Music then later at the Guildhall School of Music (The story of how Galway had 

to choose one teacher over another is like a television drama!). He later studied at 

the Paris Conservatoire but left in order to get a job with an orchestra, working in a 

factory counting bolts and screws until his first paycheck.

Galway worked in several orchestras, most notably the Berlin Philharmonic under 

Herbert von Karajan, a legend in his own right. The part of Galway’s story that truly 

defines him, however, is when he leaves the orchestra, a dream job for any musician, 

to pursue a career as a soloist.

The top of this review leaves no doubt that Galway made the right decision, leaving a 

large footprint in the world of classical music while inspiring flutists for generations to 

come. His life hasn’t simply been one pinnacle after another, to which his two failed 

marriages and a life-changing accident can attest. He doesn’t dwell on these in the 

book, however, and one can easily believe he didn’t actually dwell on his setbacks in 

real life either.

One of the things that makes his autobiography satisfying to read is learning that, 

while he was born with obvious natural gifts, he clearly worked very, very hard to 

become who he is. He also graciously acknowledges those who taught and helped 

him along the way.

Fans of Galway will no doubt love this book. If you are merely a casual fan of 

classical music and know about James Galway only through his flute playing on films 

like The Lord of the Rings trilogy, you will still enjoy his stories, humor, and insights 

as well as the fascinating glimpse into the world of classical musicians.



A recent moment had me tracking the way I have lived the year so far. 
I reflected on my achievements, my troubles, and all that has helped 
keep me sane over the past months. 

It then struck my mind that this might be the toughest year that Gen Z, 
as well as the Millennials, have seen in their lives. And then I began to 
wonder. If I begot offspring in the future, and they asked me about this 
year, what would I tell them? Because there would surely be a lot to say. 

I would tell them that 2020 began as a year like any other we had 
celebrated before. Its birth was celebrated with fireworks, partying, and 
our hearts filled with big plans and huge anticipation.

But I would say it wasn't all roses. 
It started with devastating wild bush fires in Australia that had been 

carried on from 2019, but worse. There was a lot of damage, people 
died, mainly because of the smoke pollution, and many wild animals 
were displaced from their habitats. This called for the first worldwide 
prayers as everyone was reckoned to "Pray for Australia." We never 
knew that we were going to be praying more than we had ever done 
before.

Meanwhile in China a strange new virus began spreading silently, and 
we never knew how much this could control our lives. The virus got to 
be known as the COVID19, and it made its way around the world.

In March the World Health Organization declared the virus a pandemic, 
and this brought the whole world to a standstill. Physical distancing, 
washing hands, and quarantine were the best ways to protect oneself. 
We adopted these as a lifestyle in addition to wearing facial masks. 

Airports posed new restrictions, and many businesses, schools, and 
churches were closed. The Chinese were blamed as the cause of the 
virus. In Korea, some restaurants stopped serving food to foreigners in 
fear of catching it. Trust me, the situation was no fun, I would tell them.

A racial crisis emerged in the U.S. after a police officer killed an 

unarmed black man. Many protests for justice with the chant of "Black 
lives matter" arose and were joined by protesters from all around the 
world.

Surely a lot happened everywhere. Floods in Indonesia not only killed 
people but also displaced survivors from their homes. Locusts invaded 
East Africa and destroyed crops, leaving people with no food to harvest 
during the pandemic, while murder hornets in the U.S. have threatened 
bee populations.

Ethnic tensions in Ethiopia led to a death toll of 239. A massive 
explosion occurred in Beirut, Lebanon, killing at least 190 people and 
injuring over 6,500. We never knew what more was coming our way. 
So we prayed for every catastrophe that had happened, that we'd see no 
other like it. 

However, I would also make sure not to leave out the few beautiful 
things that happened, for they had brightened our days.

I would tell them that even though the virus claimed many lives, many 
people actually recovered from it, even some 100-year-olds! Delivery 
businesses boomed, people got more creative, and yeah, we did a lot 
of TikTok. We learned to take care of each other to better survive in all 
ways. 

I would make sure not to forget that U.S. Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez gave a powerful speech in Congress condemning the 
negative language used against women, and that we couldn't have been 
prouder.

During that time, we got by through celebrating small joys, lending a 
hand, appreciating the little we received, being thankful for every little 
thing we had. Most importantly, we had to be grateful for breath because 
thousands of souls had made their last. We surely lived to survive the 
best we knew how and never stopped praying for better days.
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Explaining 2020 to my future offspring
By NAKAYIZA HOPE LETICIA

Student Column

In those days, many of our ancestors carried on an independence movement in defiance of Japanese coercion. Without fear of death, they risked their 
lives to start anti-Japanese movements inside and outside the country. We celebrate these patriots every August 15, Korea’s National Liberation Day.

How	do	we	celebrate	National	Liberation	Day	and	honor	the	souls	of	our	ancestors	in	the	21st	century?

Korea originally celebrated National Liberation 
Day by hanging Taegeukgi (our national flag) 
in front of our homes. But these days, the 
method has changed in the age of the internet, 
and we use social media to remember this day. 
We celebrate with people around the world by 
sharing photos and comments on Facebook and 
Instagram to console the patriotic martyrs who 
sacrificed their lives for our country.

Donate

Koreans make bracelets, t-shirts, and bags to 
celebrate National Liberation Day, donating the 
profits toward meaningful causes. People often 
wear these items to remind themselves of the 
sacrifices previous generations have made.

Go to memorial halls

On National Liberation Day, there are quite a few 
people who visit the Independence Hall of Korea 
or the Samil Movement Memorial Hall. As it is a 
national holiday, they visit the memorial halls with 
their family to experience a little of the independence 
movement and the process of liberation in person, 
raise awareness, and participate in various events so 
that we can think deeply about this special day.

SOURCE: THE INDEPENDENCE HALL OF KOREA 
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Use Social Media



Play videos by Dilandau3000 on YouTube. 
He is a great fan of the games, and his videos 
are filled with fun comments along with some 
very interesting background information. Of 
course, if you wish to experience the games 
firsthand, there is no better way to do so than 
to play them yourself. These games can be 
affordably purchased on GOG.com, though only 
for Windows. Mac users will have to search the 
internet for workarounds.

kick button but by typing in commands such as 
“talk to man” and “pick up keycard”. Players had 
to carefully inspect each new place to figure out 
what they had to do (and sometimes type very 
fast!). These games eventually resorted to a point-
and-click interface, similar to some adventure 
games today, but the games in which I had to type 
each command were my favorites. They required 
a kind of problem solving I don’t think is seen in 
games today.
I have a cousin in middle school whom I recently 
got to play another game by Sierra called Police 
Quest (1987). At first, he thought the outdated 
graphics were a bit of a joke, and he hated that 
he repeatedly crashed his police car, a white 
rectangle with a red bar across it. But as he got 
used to the feel of the game and followed strict 
police procedures to perform tasks such as writing 
a speeding ticket, arresting a drunk driver, and 
calling for backup to nab a suspected drug dealer, 
he was hooked. I asked him what he enjoyed 
about this game. He told me that he liked how the 
game had a story.
Starting in the early 1980s Sierra On-Line 
dominated the computer game industry for about 
15 years. Though they no longer exist, there are 
many websites, social media pages, and even 
books dedicated to keeping their legacy alive.
If you wish to see some of these great classic 
games in action, be sure to check out the Let’s 

Though I no longer 
have time to play 
them, I’ve always 
had a place in my 
heart for computer 
adventure games. 
Our family got our 
f i rs t  computer  in 
1987 when I  was 

in the fifth grade, some knockoff of an IBM XT. 
It ran on Microsoft DOS 3.2 and had 128 KB 
of RAM. Programs, which were loaded on 5 
1/4-inch discs, appeared on CGA monitors in a 
visually-stunning 4 colors! My friends with better 
EGA monitors displayed 16 colors! Despite these 
limitations, I really enjoyed some great games by 
a little company called Sierra On-Line.
The first of theirs I played was called Space 
Quest, released in 1986. You play Roger Wilco, 
a janitor of a spaceship that gets attacked by a 
group called the Sariens. Everyone aboard is 
killed. You survive because you were taking a 
nap in a broom closet. It turns out your ship was 
carrying an experimental device called the Star 
Generator, stolen by the Sariens to be used as a 
terrible weapon. You have to find and destroy that 
device.
Despite having to escape from a ship filled with 
enemies who wanted to blast a laser hole through 
me, I quickly saw how funny this game was. I was 
also fascinated by the gameplay. Our character 
walked around in a semi-3-D environment and 
interacted with others not by pushing a punch or 
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Kangnam Hakbo Vocab Challenge
Use the clues below to fill in this month’s crossword puzzle. All of the answers come from this month’s English articles.

Answers: englishhakbo.chaekjang.com

8. something given up for another
10. a way to solve a problem
13. causing great damage
16. a young adult in the early 21st century
17. a small particle of something
19. a situation in which activity stops
20. very interesting
21. a successful point
22. an introduction 
24. to make like another thing
28. an extremely famous person
29. can’t be shown to be right
30. absolutely necessary
31. to have a large influence over
32. old-fashioned; obsolete 

1. someone killed for their beliefs
2. a way of doing something
3. of great value
4. one who takes care of a building
5. addicted
6. changing a mind through force
7. to show total disapproval of
9. cannot be seen
11. unable to be changed
12. a life account by that person
14. to completely destroy
15. from personal experience
18. a global disease outbreak
23. an order to do something
25. believed to be true
26. a point of communication
27. an obstacle or difficulty

DOWN

ACROSS

Good	games	are	never	out	of	date
By	CHARLES	IAN	CHUN

Screenshot from Space Quest. A dying scientist is about 

to tell Roger Wilco to retrieve an important data cartridge.

In Police Quest, the hero has to carry out his work 

following proper police procedure. 


