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An electric scooter lays waiting for its rider near the entrance of Kangnam University. These rented scooters have become the preferred mode 
of transportation for students on the school’s hilly campus.
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Small change wins big
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Global Business Administration students (from left) Ha Van Rin (1st 
year), Da Jeong Jang (2nd year), Hyeon Jin Ham (3rd year), Su Yeon 
Lee (4th year), and Su Kyoung Park (4th year) pose with Kangnam 
University Director of Planning Hyun Woo Kang at an awards 
ceremony after their team won first prize at the 2020 International 
Youth Leader Exchange Support Project’s “Corona Era Small 
Change Challenge” organized by the Minister of Gender Equality and 
Family’s Korea Youth Activity Promotion Agency and administered 
by Kangnam University.

 “This project was significant in two ways,” Director Kang said in 
his congratulatory speech. “One is that it was an opportunity for 
Korean and international students of our school to have international 
exchanges. The other is that they were aware of problems in the 
community, economy, and environment outside of their major field 
and found a way to improve them through field experience.”



A glimpe of Uganda, my home
By NAKAYIZA HOPE LETICIA
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One thing that I find amusing is that whenever I tell people in Korea that I come from a 

country called Uganda, it is always confused with Rwanda or Wakanda. The same goes 

for my friends from Rwanda.

Well, for clarity, Uganda and Rwanda are two individual nations, and Rwanda is 

southwest of Uganda.

Uganda, my homeland, gracefully known as the "Pearl of Africa", is located in the 

eastern part of Africa. Uganda got its nickname because the country is blessed with 

magnificent scenery and is rich in wildlife from leopards, cheetahs, kobs, rhinos, and 

golden monkeys to the great apes: chimpanzees and mountain gorillas. Because of this 

rich wildlife, tourism is one of Uganda's biggest industries.

There is also more to see than just animals, like the source of the longest river in the 

world. The River Nile, the longest river in the world, has its source in Lake Victoria and 

flows up to Egypt emptying into the Mediterranean Sea.

Uganda is an ethnically diverse country with more than 40 ethnic groups, meaning 

more than 40 local languages. Therefore Uganda has no national indigenous language 

and holds English as the official language. English is therefore spoken by most Ugandans. 

So, if you speak English, even if you don't speak any of the local languages, you will be 

able to tour the country with ease.

Sadly, Uganda is also well known because of Idi Amin, a former president and one 

of the cruelest leaders the world has seen. Despite our not-so-beautiful beautiful past, 

however, Uganda is now safe, and we keep fighting and hoping that one day our land 

will dwell under the best leadership.
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Ugandans are some of the most welcoming people you will ever meet. It is common 

for strangers to greet each other or hold conversions on public means of transport such 

as buses. This is one of the cultural differences we have with Korea because Koreans are 

super quiet on the bus, each minding their own business.

Also, differing from Korea, Uganda's climate consists of two seasons, the dry and 

wet seasons. Since it's an agricultural country, farming is done during the wet season, 

harvesting during the dry season. The main crops grown are plantains, cassava, coffee, 

cotton, and tea. Plantain, a kind of banana, is the staple food crop in Uganda, cooked and 

served as “matooke,” the most popular dish enjoyed by Ugandans.

While to the rest of the world Rolex is a luxury watch, to Uganda "Rolex" is a popular 

snack -- thus the Ugandan saying, "While others wear Rolex, in Uganda, we eat them." 

Rolex is a chapatti rolled with eggs, meat, and a variety of vegetables. The Rolex is a 

must-try snack for every foreigner that comes to Uganda. Never miss out on this on your 

visit to Uganda.

The Rolex is a must-try snack for every foreigner that comes to Uganda.

One thing I find special about Ugandans is the ability to always find happiness in 

any situation. There are a lot of jokes that are shared countrywide that make you feel 

connected to everyone. They are a people full of humor.

What the heart wants
A review of The Little Prince

By JUYEON JUNG

SOURCE: FOODIEGRAPHY KENYA 
VIA NOURISHING AFRICA

What is the most important 
thing in your life? Is it wealth? 
Honor? Power? The movie The 
Little Prince, based on the book 
by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, 
looks at this question.

The characters of the movie are 
a girl, her mother, an old pilot 
and the Little Prince. The film 
begins with the appearance of 
gray houses, which stand tightly 
together. The mother, who has 
planned her daughter’s whole 
life, moves to this place for the 
girl to go to school. The girl vows 
to be a great adult who never 

makes mistakes, but during the interview she needs to enter her school, she can’t answer 
the question about what she wants to be when she grows up. The girl has lived only as 
her mother has planned.

She follows a propeller plane that takes her next door to the Little Prince's story 
drawing given to him by the old pilot. From here comes the story of the Little Prince we 
know.

In summary, the Little Prince hates the vanity of roses and leaves his asteroid home 
B612, meeting people who live for wealth, honor and power. The Little Prince asks 
them. "Why are you doing what you're doing?” He who values wealth answers, "To save 
money and buy another star." The person who values honor says it is to receive applause. 
The person who values power says it is to give orders. Are they really hoping for wealth, 
honor and power? Would they be genuinely happy if they got it?

After meeting the Little Prince, the girl realizes what she wants the most. We may need 
wealth, honor and power, but we can't be happy if we follow only those things. We must 
not forget that we are trying and doing something for our happiness.

The beautiful painting style and comfortable background makes the young prince's 
story touching. The most impressive line in this movie is when he says, "It is not a 
problem to be an adult. It is sad to be an adult who has forgotten his childhood."

What kind of child were you? Didn't you used to live for happiness and pleasure, being 
honest with your feelings? This movie helps us think about the innocence of childhood 
when we are working hard for money, fame, and power and asks what we really want. 
Let's close our eyes and think about it. What do you see in the eyes of your mind?

“It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the 
eyes.” – The Little Prince



"She's a slacker and talks like a truck driver," then television celebrity and 
outgoing American president Donald Trump said of comedian and talk show 
host O'Donnell in 2006. "If I'm in charge of The View, I'll tell Rosie's fat, ugly 
face that you're fired."

Last year, Trump attacked O’Donnell again on Twitter, saying she was a 
mentally challenged woman, a rascal and, above all, a loser.

After a 2015 presidential debate, Trump appeared on CNN and talked about 
Fox News host Megyn Kelly, who moderated the debate, by saying, “You could 
see blood coming out of her eyes. Blood coming out of her wherever."

This could be interpreted as meaning Kelly’s sharp attacks against Trump at 
the debate were because she was on her menstrual period. These remarks caused 
fierce criticism both inside and outside of the Republican Party. As we all know, 
Trump still won the presidency.

Donald Trump is the leader of the nation, but, as shown above, he has often 
made hateful and sexist remarks. Women are forced to be his idea of feminine. 
Otherwise they are ignored and discriminated against for their social position 
and for their specific body parts or physiological phenomena. Women suffer 
because of Trump’s remarks, but they are bad for everyone else as well. His 
behavior, however, is not new.

Nathaniel Hawthorne’s "The Scarlet Letter", published in 1850, is a book that 
reminds us how long many in society have had these views, and how people 
have ruined others through sexual discrimination.

The book's main character, Hester Prynne, comes to America before her 

husband and starts her new life. Married by contract, she had no affection for 
her older husband. She meets a pastor, falls in love with him, and eventually 
gives birth to his child. People point her out as an immoral woman, and punish 
her with the mark 'A' on her chest to keep their eyes on her. The pastor, who has 
had the affair with her, thinks he has ruined her wisdom and intelligence, and 
feels guilty, drying up day by day. Everyone says they will forgive her sin if she 
tells them about the man she has had the affair with, but she protects the pastor 
to the end. Meanwhile her husband, who is thought to have died unexpectedly, 
returns alive. He hides his identity and disguises himself as a doctor, harassing 
her and the pastor by citing her and her sins. In the end, the pastor tells people 
his love according to his beliefs and values and ends their love story by taking 
his life.

While reading this book, I understood the social background of the time. 
However, from a modern perspective, I do not understand why women should 
keep their chastity and whether they should be punished severely just because 
they did not keep it. In the context of the times, women were considered to be 
man's property, and marriage was made up of a single contract. But in 2020, I 
feel resentful.

Is the love between Hester and the pastor a sin? Do we really have the right to 
judge their love? Also, according to the description in the book at the time, men 
tried to rape women, and Hester, who had a good appearance, tried to seduce 
men. Why was the Scarlet Letter a reasonable punishment for demanding 
chastity only from women while really not keeping chastity? They have even 
arrived to New England because they do not want to be bound by Puritan law, 
is it right to free them from truly inflexible laws? Does Hester, sold to her old 
husband, really have to turn a blind eye to true love with a marriage that was 
achieved regardless of her own will? Is this love really an affair? Many of these 
questions came to mind throughout the reading.

We have to think carefully about why the crowd causes Hester so much 
suffering as they expose such terrible madness and excessive moral demands. 
This problem was not necessarily the situation when the novel was written in 
the 1800s. Even now, people around women reveal excessive moral rigidity 
and collective madness and violence when we appear to violate those morals. 
There is also a strong desire to gain moral superiority by ostracizing others. Can 
you ignore the circumstances and reasons of an individual and unconditionally 
blaspheme and blame a woman with legal judgment and generalized standards?

When society in a modern and powerful country like the United States of 
America, led by someone like Donald Trump, still forces persistent chastity and 
purity on women, we are reminded that the scarlet letter worn by Hester is one 
women still wear today.
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We are still wearing scarlet letters!
By SEUNG YEON SONG

Student Column

In Hugues Merle’s painting The 
Scarlet Letter (1861) Hester 
Prynne holds her child born from 
an affair with the town’s pastor.

Use apps to 
get organized

By CHARLES IAN CHUN

The test is today? Hmm, what did I need to buy? 
When was the last time I went jogging?
Is this you? Do you find it difficult to keep track of 
things and get organized? You’re probably wishing 
you had an assistant to help you with your busy 
schedule. Guess what! You’ve had one all this 
time.
Over the years I’ve been shocked at how little 
students use our thousand-dollar pocket computers 
we call smartphones to work and get organized. 
University students are the future workers of the 
world, and it’s about time you all learned how to 
use your phones for more than just taking selfies 
and watching YouTube videos.

CALENDAR
The first thing you need to do is start keeping track 
of your schedule. It is very likely your phone already 
comes with this all-important calendar app. Add a new 
event, perhaps one of your classes, and block out part 
of your day by marking when it begins and ends. Will 
it take time to get there? Then add traveling time to the 
entry. This will help ensure you arrive on time. Do you 
want to be reminded of the event? Perhaps an hour or 
the day before? Well, enter it in! Is this something that 
happens every week? You can set that as well.

REMINDERS
Next, you will want to make a habit of entering tasks 
that are too small to put on your calendar. This is where 
a reminders app, also native to most phones, comes in 
handy. Do you need to write an email to your professor 
but don’t have the time now? Set a reminder for 
yourself, perhaps at a time when you are likely to check 
your phone. Is it your boyfriend’s birthday next month? 
Remind yourself to start looking for his present at a time 
before you’re normally free to do some shopping. Ah, 
right! You can also use the app to make a shopping list.

HABIT TRACKER
Do you remember telling yourself that you would study 
English for an hour every day? When was the last time 
you actually did that? A habit tracker will let you know 
if you’re actually doing the thing you said you’d do 
each day. The app I use is called Way of Life. The free 

version allows you to track up to three habits. As you 
can see in my example, I’ve been a little lazy about 
studying Korean despite being reminded every day. A 
few months from now I hope the app’s progress chart 
will show that I have improved.

Of course, none of these apps are of any use if we 
don’t actually try to follow through with our plans. 
Go easy on yourself though. Lifelong habits take time 
to build. If you’re doing just a little better than you 
did last week, you’re doing well. Remind yourself of 
that from time to time.

From Way of Life
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Kangnam Hakbo Vocab Challenge
Use the clues below to fill in this month’s crossword puzzle. All of the answers come from this month’s English articles.

Answers: englishhakbo.chaekjang.com

4. to get better
7. high respect
8. a brilliant red
14. unjust treatment toward a group
15. a feeling of liking another
16. a church minister
18. when you were young
19. tropical edible root
20. not a son
23. a kind of banana
24. found on the front of old planes
25. infamous Ugandan leader
26. so you don’t forget
27. riches

1. what leaders have
2. famous for pyramids
3. people in a place
5. a watch you can eat?
6. a difference
9. important; necessary
10. good and bad _____
11. single; separate
12. not up and down
13. a pancake-like bread
16. excellent; of first importance.
17. no flexibility
19. no sex
21. funny
22. a thing belonging to someone

DOWN

ACROSS

‘Tis the season! Christmas isn’t Christmas without a Christmas 
tree. Here are some tips on how to bring the Christmas spirit into 
your own little corner of your home.

STEP 1: GET A TREE

Go to a Christmas tree market with your family, pick out the one that you love, and 

bring it home. Your dazzling holiday tree is already halfway there!

STEP 2: HANG YOUR LIGHTS

Decorating a Christmas tree begins with brightening it with lights. There are many 

types of Christmas lights to choose from such as traditional incandescent lights, LEDs, 

globe lights, and bubble lights. Tree lights typically come in green or white strands, 

though you can also find black and other colour variations now. Choose a strand colour 

that matches your tree, so the wires will not be visible. Start at the base of the trunk and 

work your way up, wrapping the lights around until you get to the top. 

STEP 3: ADD A GARLAND

There are many approaches when it comes to draping a garland. Decorating a 

Christmas tree with ribbon can be an alternative to a garland. You can loosely wrap a 

wide, patterned ribbon around the entire tree in horizontal bands. Another idea is to create 

cascading streams of ribbon from the top of your tree, tucking the ends under your tree 

topper and securing it around the trunk at the base. You can also tuck the ribbon back 

toward the trunk of your tree to create a billowy look. 

STEP 4: HANG ORNAMENTS

The final step in decorating your tree is to hang your Christmas tree ornaments. To 

showcase your favourite ornaments, place them in prime positions on the tree first. Next 

hang your larger ornaments, spacing them evenly around the tree. Fill in those empty 

spaces with medium- and small-sized ornaments. They will reflect the light to make 

the tree sparkle from the inside. Finally, finish your tree with a simple tree topper and a 

festive tree skirt. 

Now that’s a happy tree! Merry Christmas!

Bring Christmas home
By NANA PHAM


