
English Edition No. 90      Publisher : Shin-il Yoon • Executive Editor : Yu-jung Kang • Editor-in-chief : Charles Ian Chun • Managing Editor: Seung Yeon Song     March 03, 2021  No. 373     

The English
 Hakbo is online!

englishhakbo.chaekjang.com

Photo courtesy of Nakayiza Hope Leticia

We became family, and the school, our home

By NAKAYIZA HOPE LETICIA 
Friends make your college experience a great one. 
This seems even more true when you are a student 
in a foreign country. College friends not only make 
school a little bit more interesting, they also make 
our lives a whole lot better. I am glad I was able to 
make a few of these the very first day I stepped onto 
campus.

 Three years have gone by since I met these 
amazing people, but they’ve known each other for 
five. They have been my inspiration to always do 
better. They have been a source of advice, both as 
seniors at school and as friends hustling together in 
a foreign world.

 Coming from countries all over the world, we all 
had a lot to learn from each other. We came from 
learning each other's country's names to knowing 
tidbits about each other's culture and language. It 
was amazing to learn how our countries could be so 
similar in certain aspects and yet totally different in 
others. 

 Completing a major studied in a foreign language 
is quite challenging. I am very proud of each of my 

graduating friends for fighting a good fight and, 
most importantly, coming out as victors so that we 
could celebrate their graduation together. I am very 
grateful for the nurturing I received from them as I 
go boldly toward my own graduation.

 Over the years, the school wasn't just a school for 
us. Living within its walls each day, sharing funny 
conversations and great times, turned it into a home. 
The time spent together, even over the holidays, 
made us a family.

 We did our best to enjoy every place we could 
together and make good memories. It is these 
precious little things that we are going to hold in 
our hearts as we all go on with our different paths.
 
 We have celebrated milestones and carried each 
other through trying times. Most importantly, we 
have watched each other grow into the beautiful 
people we are today. I will dearly miss my little 
family as each of them takes their path to the future 
of their dreams. 

FAMILY CONT. ON 2
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Here is a glimpse of some of their farewell messages. 

Valerie (Indonesia, IoT 전자공학) 
Studying abroad is one of the most fun experiences 
I've ever had. I've been able to learn about the Korean 
culture, make Korean friends and friends from other 
countries as well. Amazingly, even though we were from 
different countries with totally different cultures, we 
became good friends who were there for each other. I 
love and will miss my friends.

Delphine (Rwanda, 도시건축융합전공) 
Have you ever had friends that became family? Well, I 
have those that I will always cherish. I wouldn’t have 
survived my 5 years in Korea without them. I’m glad I 
have a lot of memories that I will remember when I miss 
them.

Lily (East Timor, 경영학전공) 
We met as strangers but became brothers and sisters. 
We argued many times about simple things like what to 
wear, eat, etc., just like siblings do. But it's these little 
arguments that brought us closer together. I will miss 
everything we've been through together, especially our 
late-night talks, eating together, running to class, and 
more. I feel like I now have homes all over the world 
because of my friends from different countries, and I 
hope to visit them in the future. I will surely treasure 
them to the very last day.

Nana (Vietnam, 글로벌학부 국제지역학과) 
I had the chance to meet incredible friends from many 
different nationalities who taught and gave me the 
practical environment to learn and understand many 
foreign languages and cultures. My years in South 
Korea couldn’t be any better. I believe that opportunities 
will always come to those who relentlessly seek them. 
I cannot wish my dear friends a new journey without 
problems. I wish that they will always find solutions to 
any challenges that they encounter in their new journeys 
just like they did in the past 5 years! 

Roney (East Timor, 무역학사) 
I am very grateful to my friends for being so kind and 
making me feel at home when I first arrived at Kangnam 
University. They have been trustworthy and without 
them, my life at university would have been sad and 
lonely. 

Happiness is all around you
By JUYOUN JUNG

Joe Gardener in the Pixar Disney movie Soul

 What is happiness to you? Are you chasing your goals? In last year’s animated 
movie Soul, Joe Gardner returns to the real world after visiting the afterlife. 
During his journey, he finds true happiness. We learn that our dreams should be 
our hope. The movie explains the reasons through three characters.
 The first is Dez. He is a barber. His childhood dream is not to be a barber, but he 
works as one to pay his daughter's hospital bills. His original dream is to become 
a veterinarian. However, he is not unfortunate. He lives a life of hope always 
looking forward to the next day knowing that he can talk to many people.
 The second is Moonwind. He has a job twirling signboards. He has low social 
status, but he loves his job. The proof of that is that he falls into a trance when he 
works. He feels happiness through his job.
 The last character is Joe. He is a middle school music teacher, but he is anxious 
to be a jazz musician. He does not see the happiness around him. The proof of 
this is that for souls who have never lived, a simple maple leaf is happiness -- not 
for Joe Gardner.
 Happiness can vary depending on one’s point of view. Soul teaches us that 
dreams should not be a way to make a living but the hope of living for tomorrow. 
That is happiness. The movie also tells us that a job is an element of a valuable 
life. Even if the job is not a great one, you should immerse yourself in it and 
enjoy it. We remember the final element of Immanuel Kant's three principles of 
happiness, which is to be "hopeful in anything."
 What is the preciousness that you feel in life? When you do something, do you 
immerse yourself in it and feel happy? If not, consider this fable told near the end 
of the movie.

I heard this story about a fish.

He swims up to this older fish and says, "I'm trying to find this thing they 

call the ocean."

"The ocean?" says the older fish. "That's what you're in right now."

"This?" says the young fish. "This is water. What I want is the ocean."

 Happiness is all around you. Everything will look beautiful after you watch this 
movie Soul. You will feel as if you are born again., like Joe Gardner.
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Student Column Wild on the Road
By SOHYUN KIM

  Kangnam University’s Safety Team announced 
that electric scooters are prohibited on campus 
starting January 13. They gave the following 
reasons for this decision.
 First, as the terrain of Kangnam University is 
hilly with narrow roads, operating electric scooters 
and adding dedicated lanes for them on campus 
is difficult. Second, there have been many car 

accidents involving electric scooters around the 
world. However, most students ignore caution and 
don’t wear safety equipment to prevent injury or 
death. Last, our university received complaints from 
students and faculty about the improper driving and 
parking of electric scooters.
 These problems are not limited to our university. A 
few years ago, the Korean government worked to 
make enough bicycle paths in every region. But the 
effort faced problems such as unequal distribution 
and trees being planted on bike paths. So while even 
bike paths have not yet been properly prepared, the 
electric scooter sharing business boomed in Korea.
 Electric scooters were originally classified as 
motorcycles, which are not permitted on sidewalks 
or bike paths and must be driven on roads while 
wearing a helmet. But the emergence of the scooter 
sharing business eased this law last year, so even 
young children can now drive electric scooters on 
the road. Driver inexperience plus the fact that the 
speed of electric scooters differs significantly from 
that of a car is a dangerous mix. Instead of adding 

to public anxiety, the Korean government should 
renew the law allowing electric scooters to be 
driven only by those who are over the age of 16 and 
have a driver’s license.
 Even if that change is made, there is much that 
needs to be done to improve scooter safety. 
Accidents with these scooters have occurred when 
drivers have collided with guard rails, speed bumps, 
or sinkholes. That means we need to add lanes 
for scooters instead of having them share the road 
with automobiles. System breakdowns and product 
defects have accounted for a fairly large percentage 
of accidents, so we also have to get into the habit of 
checking scooter systems and their hardware before 
operating them. And we need to accept safety 
equipment like helmets as a given. These solutions 
will help to make riding electric scooters a safe 
experience.
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Editorial

Survive the Lord of the Flies!
By SEUNG YEON SONG

"Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as 
implying for any State, group or person any right to 
engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed 
at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms 
set forth herein."
- Article 30, Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights

 We live under a system of law and order. Yet, I 
believe human nature is good. So, if everyone 
except criminals acts on their conscience, why do 
we need laws? It has been said that order and rules 
are necessary only for a few people. However, as I 
read William Golding’s “Lord of the Flies,” I came 
to think again not only about the barbarism and evil 
of man but the greatness of the civilization we have 
built.
 The story begins with British boys whose plane 
crash lands on an uninhabited island in the 
Pacific Ocean. While some of the boys follow 
the leadership of a boy named Ralph and wait for 
rescue, a boy named Jack makes his own group. 
Unlike Ralph, who builds a cabin and keeps a signal 
fire from going out, Jack seeks to catch the beast 
that has scared the boys. Jack hunts with his group, 

which successfully hunts wild boars. They invite 
Ralph's group and scares them with different ideas. 
Their paranoia leaves a boy dead. The increasingly 
vicious group of Jack’s prevents Ralph’s from 
having the power to start a fire and deliberately 
kills another boy. The conflict becomes even more 
extreme, and Jack’s group chases Ralph in order to 
kill him.
 One of the most striking features of the story is 
that these are 12-year-old boys who commit these 
terrible acts. Boys, who lack maturity in all aspects 
and have less social learning, imitate the society 
of adults on the deserted island and designate their 
roles among themselves. Up to this point, it is very 
similar to the creation of a civilization. However, 
they eventually begin to reveal the wickedness 
and barbarism hidden in their own nature. They 
eventually degenerate into primitive society, killing 
one of their own out of fear. Judging from this, I 
realized how great it is to be a part of the civilized 
world we live in now.
 However, when we think about it more, we can say 
that civilization was created against human evil in 
some ways, but also created to justify human evil 
in others. When Ralph is in danger of being killed, 

he tries to surrender to Jack's group. If he had 
succumbed to Jack's group, their civilization would 
have taken evil for granted.
 The foundation for our civilization may be strong, 
but in Korea, for example, there was an incident 
in 2008 in which an 8-year-old girl was sexually 
assaulted by a 56-year-old man. At that time, 
the judicial ruling was based on the assailant’s 
statement that he couldn't remember the incident 
because he was drunk. His original life sentence 
was reduced to 12 years in prison, causing public 
outrage.
 While our civilization is great, we have evil and 
barbarism within us. As the Lord of the Flies tells 
the character Simon, “Fancy thinking the Beast 
was something you could hunt and kill! You knew, 
didn’t you? I’m part of you? Close, close, close! 
I’m the reason why it’s no go? Why things are what 
they are?”
 We must use our great civilization to drive out the 
“Lord Of The Flies” that hides in everyone's heart. 
We must learn and practice goodness on our own 
and be alert to whether human-made civilizations 
are a means to justifying evil and barbarism. 
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“I want to be an inspiration to other people”
An interview with Nakayiza Hope Leticia

By SEUNG YEON SONG

Third-year Kangnam University software engineering 
major and writer for The Kangnam Hakbo Nakayiza 
Hope Leticia has founded her own her cosmetics brand 
LETTY GLAM. The Kangnam Hakbo’s Seung Yeon 
Song interviewed her by email about this new venture.

Could you tell us a little about LETTY GLAM?

LETTY GLAM is a cosmetics line in progress, with 
my first product being liquid matte lipsticks. I officially 
launched it earlier this month, and the business is 
currently running in Uganda.

Why did you decide to start a cosmetics brand?

I am a huge fan of lipstick! I started wearing lipstick 
five years back. And ever since then, I started buying 
and collecting lipsticks in a variety of shades. I felt 
like I wanted to wear a different shade every time. 
On realizing how many lipsticks I was collecting, I 
started fantasizing about how it would be for me to use 
lipstick that carried my own brand. It was an amazing 
feeling which made me believe that lipstick was the 
best product for me, especially for the start of my 
business.

Has your time studying at Kangnam University 
had an influence on the brand's start?

Earlier last year, I really wanted to start a business 
that I could grow with time during my study abroad. 
I learned that the business one starts ought to be 
something one likes or rather enjoys. Since I was 
already so interested in lipstick, it was the best product 
that fit into that box. Also, when the pandemic started, 
wearing face masks made it more necessary to wear 
matte lipsticks, since they are less likely to transfer 
onto the mask as compared to other lipsticks.

I'm curious about the motto and customer base 
that only the "LETTY GLAM" brand has.

LETTY GLAM goes by the motto "FOR BEAUTY 
AND GLAMOUR." I chose this because lipstick is 
the simplest form of beauty. And in its simplicity, it 
adds a sense of strength, attraction, and charm to the 
lady wearing it. The customer base is still growing, but 
we are mainly targeting young people: teenagers and 
college students who cannot really afford lipsticks at 
the higher-end by providing them with a great product 
that is within the amount they can afford.

I saw LETTY GLAM’s Facebook page, and 
you are mostly selling color cosmetics. Are there 
other kinds of cosmetics or other products you 
want to try?

Yes, with time, I hope to add other products that can 
be used together with lipstick. I want to add makeup 
products like mascara, lip gloss, and mink eyelashes. 
These are some of the makeup products getting a lot 
of interest in Uganda nowadays. I also use them often 
so I think that it will be easy for me to add them to the 
cosmetics line since I am interested in them as well.

Is there anything special about cosmetics in 
Uganda since it's a hot area?

People think Uganda is a hot country, but I would 
rather refer to it as a warm one because the temperature 
ranges between 25-29 degrees Celsius. Anyway, when 
the temperatures increase, it is better to use cosmetic 
products that are water-proof so that you do not have to 
worry about the makeup moving. The LETTY GLAM 
lipstick is non-sticky and waterproof. Therefore, 
amidst the frequent perspiration, there is an assurance 
of minimum transfer and discomfort, which I think is a 
good quality the lipstick holds.

What are the advantages of LETTY GLAM?

The LETTY GLAM lipstick is first of all non-
sticky, which is my favorite quality about it. It is also 
waterproof and long-lasting. The shades are also 
diverse. So, I am sure that whether the ladies are light 
or dark-skin toned, they can find a shade that fits.

Is there any difficulty in running your company?

The main difficulty is that I cannot handle the business 
hands-on since I am currently in Korea. I am thankful 
for my family that is doing all the hands-on work on 
my behalf. I, therefore, handle most of the work that 
can be done online.

What kind of brand do you want LETTY 

GLAM to grow into?

I want LETTY GLAM to grow into a successful 
Ugandan cosmetics company that Ugandans are proud 
of. I would also love to own franchises in a couple of 
countries.

Nowadays,  businesses grow into social 
enterprises that contribute to society. What role 
do you want LETTY GLAM to play in your 
community or country?

I hope to get into the lipstick manufacturing business 
in the future. I want to, first of all, learn how to actually 
make lipstick. Following that would be an academy to 
train young people, especially those from orphanages, 
to make their own lipstick and in a way start their 
own businesses. I believe this would be a great 
entrepreneurship opportunity for a lot of youth because 
it would be cost-effective and there would be skills 
attained. I want my brand to play a role in helping 
youth build their dreams through entrepreneurship and 
to also support non-profit organizations in this way.

What is the current goal of LETTY GLAM?

I want to reach as many people as possible. I want 
people in Uganda to know that there is currently a 
lipstick line owned by a fellow Ugandan offering 
great products. I am therefore working on that as my 
goal for the year so that many people get to know and 
interact with my current product before I add more 
products to the line. With the feedback I get from my 
customers, I hope to improve my product accordingly.

What kind of CEO do you want to be?

I want to be a CEO that mentors, so that many other 
people will become CEOs too. I also want to be a 
CEO other people can relate to, somebody they look 
up to and remember that their dreams are also valid. I 
have faith that LETTY GLAM will do well and will be 
very successful. Therefore, I want to be an inspiration 
to other people so that they also try to do something 
amazing of their own.

Photo courtesy of Nakayiza Hope Leticia


