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THIS IS NOT A DRILL

Since last year, COVID-19 has caused 
schools to make new types of classes that 
require students to study with more sincerity. 
Some people say this is the future of college 
education. At the same time, however, it 
shows us the problems with virtual classes. 
For me, the absence of belonging has been 
the main problem. Below are the opinions 
and experiences of other students this 
semester.

Hyun-ku Kang, College of ICT Construction 
& Welfare Convergence
When I entered college, I wanted to make 
groups and study with new friends as other 

senior students have done. Whatever my 
expectations, I couldn’t make these things 
with online lecture curricula. I almost feel 
like I’m still a high school student studying 
in isolation. It is totally different from what 
I’d imagined. I only have two lectures in real 
time. I think we should have all live lectures 
to get the value of our tuition. Also, we can 
learn more effectively by looking at the 
professor as a group. It’s hard to feel we’re in 
the same class, taught by the same professors, 
and learning the same things in an equal 
environment. I really want complemented 
lectures such as face-to-face class biweekly 
like in high school or only real-time lectures 
according to our original class schedule.

The workday for faculty and staff was interrupted on Thursday, June 10 when a suspected electrical 

fire broke out in room 107 of Cheoneun Hall.
PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

An Absence of Belonging
By SOHYUN KIM
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The impact of COVID-19 on our school life
By NAKAYIZA HOPE LETICIA

None of us ever thought the pandemic would 
carry on this long. We believed it would come 
and go, that it would be all over by this time. 
The pandemic affected almost all parts of our 
lives: our work, social life, and, of course, our 
school life. It was all roses at first since we did 
not have to wake up and physically go to class 
anymore. The class became anywhere we were at 
the moment we decided to listen to a lecture. We 
loved it!
But for me, currently, I would definitely choose 
a physical class over an online class. Having 
classes online is great. Students decide when to 
listen to the class according to their schedule. 
However, the comfort of online classes has also 
come with a cost. As a student that stays on 
campus all year, school doesn't feel like school 
anymore. You miss hearing the students' chatter, 
the feeling of being in a classroom and, I guess 
most importantly, just seeing people around. The 
silence has become deafening. Despite the good 
it has brought, this new normal isn't any fun.
I'm not the only one who feels this way. Some 
fellow students have shared their side of the 
story.

Valentin (Rwanda)
Personally, COVID-19 has affected me more 
negatively than positively. As an electronic 
engineering student, I am supposed to be doing 
lab experiments with my classmates. However, 
due to COVID-19, we can't access the laboratory. 
I will graduate with little knowledge on handling 
some experiments in my major. Secondly, I like 
an environment with a lot of people. But now, 
dormitories are empty. Sometimes I feel lonely 
just being in the whole building with only four 
or five students. Also, my physical fitness has 
dropped. I used to go to the gym five times a 
week. But since last February, our university gym 
has been closed, which means I haven't been 
to the gym since then. But nothing is all bad. I 
have also had the chance to spend a lot of time at 
home. I have ended up learning new skills online 
like data analysis using Python.

Simge (Turkey)
The pandemic coincided with the second 
semester of my graduate education. We had to 
start online education, and it was incredibly bad 
for me. Almost all of my graduate education 
has ended with online education, and I think I 
wasn't able to learn much. I had a focus problem. 
We had to stay at home all the time because of 
COVID-19, and we couldn't even go to school. I 
was both very nervous because of the uncertainty 
of the pandemic and also very overwhelmed 
because I couldn't get out often. Also, I think my 
Korean language level has declined because I 
cannot meet my friends frequently. I have been 
negatively affected both mentally and physically 
because it also affected my research while 
writing my thesis. It saddens me that my graduate 
education is ending like this.

Aidana (Kazakhstan)
Because of COVID-19, we cannot travel a lot to 
spend our time as foreigners. Also, school trips 
stopped because of it. Since we are all taking 
online classes we can't meet other students, talk, 
and even make Korean friends. During midterm 
or final exams, we can't go to the library to study. 
However, taking online classes has had some 
advantages. First of all, we can take classes 
from anywhere, so there is no need to travel to 
the university. Also, since professors upload 
lecture videos, we can watch those several times 
to remind ourselves and to fully understand the 
lecture contents. 

Chetna (India)
Since we cannot enjoy our social lives like 
before, making ourselves happy with food 
became an option. This of course has led to 
weight gain. Also, I don’t like attending my 
classes online since I cannot fully concentrate on 
them.

Anna (Mexico)
The positive thing about the pandemic is 
that, being an international student, if I don’t 
understand something from the lecture, I can 
always go back and listen to it again since 
professors upload videos. Additionally, regarding 
the directions for assignments, I can always look 
through the dictionary to find the meanings of 
the words. It helps me understand better than 
listening to the professor saying it out loud. On 
the negative side, I lost the opportunity to have 
Korean conversations and, therefore, cannot 
easily improve my Korean skills. Also, since 

we don’t have to wake up early for school, 
motivation is gone, and it’s harder to focus on the 
lectures. It also stressful not knowing when this 
situation will end and not being with our families 
like the Korean students. The virus is worldwide, 
which means the same situation is happening in 
our own countries. It gives me stress and fear 
thinking that one of my family members can be 
infected.

Aida (East Timor) 
I cannot enjoy my normal student life like before. 
The school atmosphere is so different since there 
are no students on campus. I have no interaction 
with other students, and it is hard making new 
friends since there are no new international 
students coming in. It's also uncomfortable 
wearing masks everywhere. Since it's getting 
warmer, it will be stuffy in summer. It is also 
hard making study groups with other students, 
and there is more homework compared to when 
we had offline classes. On the bright side, I can 
work during the week since I can adjust my study 
schedule without issues. I also don't need to set 
alarms to wake up early for class.

Miriam (Mexico)
After I tested positive for COVID, I realized that 
all the things I had in my life were a blessing: 
having a job that keeps me busy, having my 
friends here and other people that help me, and 
being able to go out for a walk. Every little thing 
was a blessing that I didn’t appreciate until I was 
closed in four walls 24 hours for so many days. 
All that I could see was what people were doing 
with their lives through their social media. It 
was really hard for me mentally, physically, and 
economically. However, my isolation helped me 
to have a more spiritual connection with God, 
spend time with myself and my thoughts, and 
make some new decisions on how to live my 
life. Not knowing about what will happen with 
your life after getting so sick at a young age had 
never crossed my mind. But it happened, and 
everything came with the good and bad. Even 
now, as I am still dealing with this situation, I’m 
thankful just to be alive and in a place where I 
know God put me and that I need to stand strong 
through it all.
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Student Column

Error in objectivity
By SONG SEUNG YEON

 Last May in the American city of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, an unarmed black man was killed by 
a white police officer's excessive use of force.
The citizens around him filmed video of the 
atrocity, which led to demonstrations and riots 
throughout the United States. Discrimination 
and hate crimes against Asians have also been 
occurring due to COVID-19. These have ranged 
from racist slurs to violence.
 “BLACK LIVES MATTER” and "STOP 
ASIAN HATE” are slogans that define the 
time we live in. Under these circumstances, 
I read Cows, Pigs, Wars, and Witches: The 
Riddles of Culture by cultural anthropologist 
Marvin Harris. It is about the process of any 
attempt to understand the basis and stream of 
consciousness of humanity, from primitive 

culture to modern civilization, using scientific 
objectivity, especially cultural anthropological 
imagination.
 Chapters 10 and 11 deal with witch frenzy 
(witch-hunt). He said that the actual meaning 
of witch-hunt was to shift responsibility for a 
crisis in late medieval society from the church 
and state to virtual witches who took the form 
of man. The purpose was to defend institutional 
structure.
 Comparing witch madness and combative 
Messianism, the Messianism movement was a 
movement that united the poor and the atheists, 
reducing the gaps between social groups, 
gathering the power of the public, alienating 
all the people, causing anger and frustration. It 
was a frenzy to perpetuate the poorer and ruling 
classes.
 Here Harris talks to us about the concept of 
"counterculture." Usually, modern humans are 
"objective" based on all opinions. However, 
objective situations are not important in 
counterculture. They value the revolution of 
consciousness more. Consciousness stimulates 
and realizes one's undeveloped potential, 
and furthermore, counterculture argues 
against expressing consciousness, changing 
consciousness, expanding consciousness, and 
asking what is the standard of objectivity.
 In the most impressive part of his book, Harris 
states, "It should be considered a moral ground 
order to expand scientific objectivity into the 
enigmatic realm of our lifestyle. . . . If there's 
one thing we haven't touched on much, it's this." 

It is the author's last request.
 We have had a counterculture in the past and 
present and probably will in the future. This 
includes the aforementioned global problem 
of racism. They discriminate against men and 
women because of the color of their skin, just 
as they did in the past. Differences are treated as 
discrimination in areas that cannot be changed 
due to biological differences.
 This writer further deals with issues of 
consciousness that have not been secured 
objectivity due to problems of science in a world 
dominated by science. I have never questioned 
the word "objective," but I felt the danger of 
his use of "objectivity" and thought again. The 
idea that what we think is objective may not be 
objective and that evaluating, abominating and 
hating all cultures by such standards is wrong in 
the first place.
 Minority culture or culture shared by a large 
number of people, both are culture. I don't think 
anyone can set standards for the objectivity of 
any culture. All groups need to be respected. 
Oscar Wilde said, "Selfishness is not living as 
one wishes to live, it is asking others to live as 
one wishes to live." We should not criticize other 
people or their culture with uniform objectivity, 
one egoism, as Marvin Harris and Oscar Wilde 
have said.
 Until the day we expand scientific objectivity 
to infinity, we will have to broaden our own 
objectivity.

ABSENCE FROM 1
Sung-joon Jeong, Department of Public Service

 My college life is not that different from high school life. I thought 
I could make many social connections with other students and 
professors. Now, if I want to see people in person, I have to make 
plans on my own. Also, if I miss an important announcement from 
a recorded lecture, and that information is not posted anywhere else, 
it's hard to know what I don't know. Many professors only use their 
email as a way to contact them, but email is not a good method of 
real interaction. I had been looking forward to our university festival 
as well as new friends. I even joined a singing club in order to 
perform at the festival! However, there aren't any events where I can 
perform. Even if it’s not a festival, I think we need a program like “반
갑다 친구야”. This is a school introduction program for new students 
organized by each major where you can have an opportunity to meet 
your classmates or seniors and get to know each other.

Seong-chan Jeon, Department of Electronic Engineering

 I'm from the class of 2016 and transferred to Kangnam university in 
2018. I attended for a semester, went to the military then continued 
here. As a transfer student, there is no one I knew from before, and 

I don't have a chance to contact others even in a KakaoTalk group 
chat. Furthermore, from the beginning of this semester, I was a little 
confused about how to get information because I don’t have even 
one friend. I feel like I will be graduating alone.

Anonymous

 It is hard to say I’m a college student. We can’t use any facilities at 
our university even though we paid 100% of the tuition we would 
have paid if we didn't have COVID-19. Also, because of the policy 
of the Ministry of Education, the number of assignments we are 
given is excessive. Because of the piles of homework and countless 
online lectures, we can’t be active and do other things. There is 
so much to do. It’s a really big source of stress, which is having a 
negative effect on our health.
 I really want to be allowed to use the facilities on campus. There has 
been no discount on our tuition as the university is using our money 
to maintain these facilities. Then why can't we use them? COVID-19 
will not be over in the short term, so there should be a way to use on-
campus facilities even if the number of people that can use them is 
restricted.
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Reformers of the Joseon Era
By SEUNG YEON SONG

Reforms are made not only to eliminate social 
contradictions but prevent the collapse of existing 
systems. However, now as in the past, such reforms are 
not easily carried out. Yet, we can find inspiration with 
two reformers from the Joseon era.

1. Kim Yuk

"There are three things in the world that I fear most: 
heaven, outer space, and the people. If the nearest 
people are stabilized first, the other two far away 
will naturally be resolved.“

In the 17th century, Kim Yuk (1580-1658), a 
politician and policymaker of Joseon, began to 
criticize the ideological world of the nobility and 
study the practical use of people's lives when the 
Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592 and the Manchu 
war of 1636 ended.
To Kim Yuk, Joseon was a country obsessed with 

the old status system. He strongly advocated the 
implementation of an innovative system called the 
“Daedong method” to relieve the pain of the people 
he saw and felt in person. In order to reduce any 
taxes that exploited the people who had difficulty 
due to the wars, taxes were collected in kind such 
as with rice. Taxes were also paid according to the 
amount of land owned. This practice, commonly 
known as "noblesse oblige", meant imposing more 
taxes on the rich who own the land. Despite the 
strong opposition from the rich, who were also 
senior officials at the time, he continued to propose 
policies for the people. His policies eventually 
spread to the other provinces.

2. Jo Gwang-jo 

I love the king like a father. (愛君如愛父)
I was worried about the country as if I were worried 
about my house. (憂國如憂家)
The bright sun looks down on this world. (白日臨
下土)
Let my red heart shine brightly. (昭昭照丹衷)

In the early 16th century, there was a power struggle 
in Joseon. Yeonsangun was deposed in 1506, and 
Jungjong became the new king. At this time, scholar 
Jo Gwang-jo (1482-1520) proposed reforms ahead 
of his time. He revised the slave law and paved the 
way for slaves to become adopted yangin (a term 
that refers to all classes except slaves) . He argued 
that the law should be changed to allow competent 
people to work for the country. A son born to a 
noble father and a jungin (middle class) mother was 
called seo. A son born to a noble father and a low-
income mother was called rul. All of them were 
called sur-rul. The move called for eliminating 
discrimination in recruiting talent. Although it 
would be a given now, the abolition of the law was 
a revolutionary idea given the times.

The Korea of today also urgently needs reform 
to prevent the collapse of the existing system and 
eliminate social contradictions. Policies and laws 
today are created through the National Assembly. 
However, we should consider whether these policies 
help the socially disadvantaged. Our politicians in 
the National Assembly should follow the example 
of Kim Yuk and Jo Gwang-jo and remember they 
are there to serve the people, not their own interests.

Economic Essay Contest for University Students

Grand Awards: One Korean and one international contestant
- 3 million won and award plaque will be given for each.
Runner-up: 2 million won and award plaque
Three Commendation Awards: 1 million won and award plaque 
will be given for each.

The winning essays will be published in The Korea Times in 
November.
Winners will be given additional consideration if they apply for 
the newspaper's internship program.

Prizes

The Korea Times invites Korean and foreign university students (both undergraduate and graduate) to enter its 17th English Economic Essay 
Contest. The annual event, sponsored by Woori Bank, is to help students better understand the Korean economy and improve their English 
writing skills. Applicants should submit their views in English in about 800 words and are required to write the essay in newspaper column 
style. (Personal information including name, school major, class standing, e-mail, phone number is a must.)

Please choose a topic from the following two themes.

Topic 1

With the COVID-19 pandemic deepening economic polarization 
in Korean society, discussion is heating up over whether the 
government should introduce a basic income system here. Do you 
agree with the idea of institutionalizing the system?

Topic 2

Artificial intelligence (AI) is replacing work done by human beings at 
an alarming pace.
What are your suggestions for co-prosperity between human beings 
and AI?

Deadline for submission

: Oct. 15, 2021
Email: essay@koreatimes.co.kr
Announcement of winners: In November


