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By YEO JOOHEE

Summer vacation no 

longer means what it used 

to. In the old days, students 

enjoyed their freedom and 

relaxed. But nowadays even 

elementary school children 

don’t waste their time. 

Mothers cannot tolerate 

their children just playing 

during a school break, and 

children don’t want to spend 
their time pointlessly either. 

It is not different for middle 

and high school students, 

who are always busy 

trying to catch up to their 

classmates or preparing for 

their university entrance 

exam.

What about university 

students? They also want 

to make the most of 

their summer. Only this 

time, there is no one to 

tell them what to do. 

University students are 

no longer children. They 

are adults who can plan 

their schedules themselves. 

Whether their plans go 

smoothly or not depends on 

them.

2nd-year student Na-rin 

achieved her goal of getting 

higher than a score of 

80 on her TOEFL test 

and tutoring high school 

students in English. 2nd-

year student Tae-yoon 

earned enough money 

from his part-time jobs 

to visit Jeju Island, where 

he participated in the Rice 

Wine Public Relations Event 

hosted by the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Affairs.

Not everyone was able to 

do what they wanted. 3rd-

year student Gi-seok’s 
plans to go on a trip with 

his best friends fell apart 

because of a lack of funds. 

A part-time job worked 

against Korean Language 

and Literature student,

SUMMER CONT. ON 2

By LEE SU-HYUN

On August 7-9 Hallym 

University Hangang Sacred 

Heart Hospital held their 

2013 Jump Camp for 

Burn Survivors at Yongin 

Hillside Hostel. This year 

sixty young burn patients 

participated as campers 

while almost twenty 

staff members including 

surgeons, nurses, social 

workers, and television 

producers worked as 

CAMP CONT. ON 2

Scan the QR Code below 

with your smartphone and 

visit us online!

By HONG YOO-JEONG

E d i t o r ' s n o t e :  K a n g n a m 
University's shooting team 
continued its winning streak 
by winning gold medals this 
year and in the prev ious 
year. Yoon Dan-bi (2nd year, 
Physical Education), a national 
team alternate was selected 
as an official member of the 
national team after winning 4 
consecutive medals, becoming 
the pride and joy of Kangnam 
University. We sat down with 
Yoon Dan-bi to talk about 
her journey to national team 
status.

Shooting is not a very 

popular sport. What 

made you start?

Honestly, I didn't know 

much about shooting at 

first. However, I found out 

from people around me 

that there was a shooting 

team at my middle school. I 

actually learned taekwondo 

when I was young. My 

parents discovered that I 

was pretty athletic, and 

that's when I began to 

learn shooting with the 

support of my parents. 

Afterwards, I joined the 

shooting team and have 

continued the path of 

shooting to this day. I 

never imagined that I would 

make it to the national 

team because I had no idea 

about this sport when I 

first started.

Which competitions did 

you win this summer?

On May 12, I received 2 

gold medals at the 9th 

Presidential Secret Service 

Shooting Competition in 

the individual 10m air 

rifle. Then, I won two 

medals at the Hanwha 

Chairman National Shooting 

Competition on June 5. 

On the 25th of the same 

month, I won 2 medals 

at the 43rd Bongwhanggi 

N a t i o n a l S h o o t i n g 

Competition in air rifle, 

winning me a place on 

the national team. Finally, 

I won 2 medals in the 

10m air rifle at the 42nd 

Ministry of Culture, Sports, 

and Tourism Shooting 

Competition on July 25.

How does it feel to be

on the national team?

I'm so excited to be part of 

the national team because 

I've worked long and hard 

to be where I am today. I 

was actually under a lot of 

pressure since I scored a 

GOLD CONT. ON 3

How we spent the summer Mentors 
help 

patients 
help others

SOURCE: office.microsoft.com

2 gold medals and a place 
on the national team

The English 
Hakbo is 
online!

englishhakbo.chaekjang.com

SOURCE: office.microsoft.com

By CHARLES IAN CHUN
▲ On her most recent trip to Korea, German flute virtuoso 
Kathrin Christians offers fine-tuning at KNU’s German 
School of Music Weimar and gives a moving 
performance in Seoul.
Scan the QR code to read the rest online!

Web exclusive

Kathrin Christians
Perfecting the art of  expression
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Do you have a news story or a great picture of 
something happening on campus? Send it to us, and 

we may post it online. Visit our website
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com for more details.

Hyun-joo, who didn’t have 
enough time to catch up 

on her studies or go to the 

beach.

Some students enjoyed 

their summer without being 

driven by goals. Early 

childhood education student 

Su-min spent the summer 

with her new boyfriend 

making romantic memories. 

Even Narin made time in 

her busy schedule to get on 

a train with her boyfriend 

and explore the country.

A good summer break can 

come in many forms. For 

students the only boring 

summer is one spent at 

home doing nothing. Just 

about everyone, however, 

spends the end of summer 

the same way: worrying 

about their classes for the 

upcoming semester. They 

will have to get up early 

again, suffer the daily 

commute, study for exams. 

But we all know we can go 

back to our old routine.

Did your summer go as 

planned? We invite you 

to share your experiences 

online. Just scan the QR 

code below and reply in the 

comments area.

“mentors”.
The theme of this year’s 

camp was “I am a mentor”. 
The Jump Camp for Burn 

Survivors worked to help 

childhood burn patients 

find a mentor and teach 

them to become a mentor 

to someone else who has 

experienced the same 

thing. By fulfilling each 

of the camp’s programs 

and missions, the child 

patients could find ways 

to overcome their own 

traumas.

Why a burn camp? 

According to a study by the 

Canadian Burn Foundation, 

a burn camp can be 

effective at motivating 

and improving the self-

confidence of childhood 

burn patients. Someone 

who has experienced 

terrible burns is subjected 

to traumatic suffering. 

Especially in the case of 

children, these injuries 

stay with them their entire 

lives. Therefore, they need 

continuous psychotherapy 

and the support of people 

in their lives. Burn camps 

can be understood in the 

same context. Burn camps 

are not an unfamiliar idea 

abroad, so there are many 

local and global burn camps 

held around the world every 

year.

One of the 2013 Jump 

Campers said “Through 
this camp, I could meet 

many friends who have 

suffered the same thing.  

I’ve thought about the burn 
scars on my face. I’ll try 
to love my scars.” During 
the three days of mentoring 

programs, campers came 

face-to-face with their 

burn scars and themselves. 

Social work team leader 

Hwang Se-hee of Hallym 

University Hangang Sacred 

Heart Hospital, said that 

the changes the campers 

show in just a few days 

is a positive sign toward a 

healthy recovery.

Mentees at the burn 

camp become mentors 

themselves. By learning 

how to overcome their own 

difficulties, they can teach 

other patients to do the 

same.

SUMMER  FROM 1
CAMP  

FROM 1

By LEE SU-HYUN

It is the middle of 

summer, and the sounds of 

the senior citizen band Day 

of Sunrise (해뜰날) echo 

throughout Dongbaek Lake 

Park. Kim Hak-sung, the 

white-haired leader of the 

band, plays the keyboards 

while the other members 

play the saxophones. Day 

of Sunrise plays Korean 

folk songs (민요), but the 

Korean traditional melodies 

are reinvented through the 

sounds of Kim’s electronic 
keyboard and his band of 

powerful saxophones.

Day of Sunrise perform 

mostly on the street. 

Kim Hak-sung, who has 

played for twenty years 

said, “Yesterday we were 

at Yongin Market; today 

we’re at Dongbaek Lake 

Park. Next week we’ll be 
in Giheung Station. These 

street performances give us 

many opportunities.”
The band is a part of 

Yongin Street Artists 2013, 

which is the Yongin Cultural 

Foundation’s project for 

2013. Until November 

we can enjoy street 

performances of acoustic 

rock, jazz, hip-hop, and 

even samulnori (사물노리) 

by forty different groups 

all over Yongin, including 

Kangnam University!

Yongin Street Artists 2013 

provides great opportunities 

not only for musicians, 

but audiences as well. “I 
think this is one of the 

great things about living in 

Yongin,” said local resident 
Lee Beop-ju. “I can enjoy 
quality live music right in 

front of my house.”
To find out more about 

Yongin Street Artists 2013, 

visit their website by 

searching for “yongincf.
cafe” on Naver or simply 

scanning the QR code 

below. The shows run until 

November, so keep an 

eye on their performance 

schedule. There may soon 

be a show near you!

A treat for local artists 
and audiences

PHOTO: LEE SU-HYUN

▲ Kim Hak-sung (left) leads his band Day of Sunrise 
during Yongin Street Artists 2013, Dongbaek Lake Park.

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

▲ Celebrated flutist Davide Formisano returns to KNU Sept. 
6 for a week of masterclasses with students of Prof. Philipp 
Jundt at the German School of Music Weimar.

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

▲ Jade hookah from 17th-18th century India
This and other treasures are on display at the Art from the 
Islamic Civilization special exhibit at the National Museum 
of Korea until October 20.
Admission: 12,000 won (adults), 10,000 won (청소년) 

TALK TO OUR TEACHERS

Something on your mind?

Want to practice your English?

Visit an English instructor on the 5th 

floor of Cheon-eun Kwan during office 

hours and ask if there's time for a 

chat. Even if you're not currently taking 

an English Conversation class, it's okay. 

We want to get to know you and help you stay sharp.
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Overcoming the university crisis... Finding the answers
Universities are in crisis. 

Amid a swirl of changes 

and restructuring in 

universities which began 

in 2011, the Ministry of 

Education and Science 

Technology selected 43 

private universities that 

would receive limited 

government funding. 

Among these 13 would 

have a limit placed on 

student loans. Pressure 

from the political circle 

and public opinion is 

facilitating the half-price 

tuition policy, a top political 

pledge in the previous 

presidential election. The 

basic gist of the higher 

education policy is the 

restructuring of universities 

and the half-price tuition 

under the Park Geun-

hye government which has 

passed the 6 month mark. 

On the 29th of last month, 

the Ministry of Education 

Un i ve r s i t y R e fo rm 

Committee announced that 

they would limit financial 

assistance to 35 schools 

and limit student loans 

to 14 schools. Also, they 

deemed 9 schools as 

insolvent according to the 

degree of insolvency based 

on the bottom 15% for a 

total of 337 universities 

and junior colleges.

Until last year 21 schools 

had been designated as 

insolvent, and some schools 

either closed or were 

consolidated. These schools 

on the insolvency list 

have in a sense received 

a "death sentence". As 

a result, "survival" has 

become the new buzzword 

in the college community. 

A sharp decrease in the 

school-age population 

caused by rapid inflation 

of the university quota and 

low birth rate since the 

mid-1980s will lead to a 

higher university entrance 

quota in 2018 compared 

with the actual number of 

high school graduates. By 

2020, it is expected that 

universities will be 100,000 

short of the quota. There 

are no disagreements on 

the justification behind 

restructuring universities 

in order to deal with the 

predicted "bubble burst”. 
However, concerns have 

been raised over the need 

to create an alternative, as 

well as an overall review 

of related institutions 

including the government 

and universities regarding 

methods in progress. 

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 

Education manages private 

universities with a variety 

of financial assistance 

programs and a university 

ranking system. Even 

under the new government, 

the practice of "taming 

universities" still exists 

where policies of private 

universities have been 

implemented, coupled 

with public sentiment 

and political slogans. A 

significant part of the 

responsibility is passed 

on to the university with 

regard to the half-price 

tuition policy without 

understanding the reality 

universities are faced with. 

The recent controversial 

announcement of 44 

universities with pension 

payment by proxy is 

just one example of the 

Ministry of Education being 

one step behind. Although 

there is a need for forced 

or voluntary closures of 

insolvent universities, 

financial assistance is 

also necessary for private 

universities which are 

highly dependent on 

tuition. By expanding 

domestic higher education 

financial investments 

which are 0.7% of the 

GDP, clearly under the 

OECD average of 1.1%, 

it is expected that we 

will be one step closer to 

reforming and empowering 

private universities which 

account for nearly 80% of 

higher education.

Concerns have been 

raised on the need to 

improve the university 

evaluation index which 

determines university 

rankings as well as 

financial support from the 

government. Improvements 

must continuously be 

made in the unrealistic 

standardized evaluation 

method in the areas 

of employment rate, 

recruitment rate, and 

full-time faculty rate. 

Items and weight of 

applicability on the index 

are quite complex as 

they vary depending on 

various evaluations, and 

improvements need to 

be made for qualitative 

assessment in addition to 

quantitative assessment. 

Diversity and creativity 

according to the inherent 

particularities and functions 

of the university should be 

taken into consideration. 

A university evaluation 

system based on a more 

rational and reasonable 

evaluation index must 

be established, thereby 

accommodating the needs 

of universities. 

Efforts to overcome 

the university crisis 

of structural reform 

following the current drive 

of strong restructuring 

of universities will be 

challenging and arduous. 

Universities driven into the 

index competition through 

competition between other 

universities have entered 

the stage of department 

mergers or structural 

reforms in order not to 

fall behind. In addition 

to universities that have 

implemented corporate-

style restructur ing, 

many universities have 

enforced restructuring in 

the form of department 

reorganizat ions and 

consolidations starting 

from 2010. The vested 

interests of the faculty 

caused by problems in 

the relocation of majors 

according to department 

restructuring based on 

uniform standards have 

been undermined, violating 

the students’ right to learn 
and resulting in constant 

conflict and friction within 

the university. A cautious 

approach is necessary with 

regard to the premature 

introduction of market 

competition for educational 

institutions as it will lead 

to a more far-sighted 

national policy instead 

of one that is corporate. 

Above all, restructuring 

through consensus and 

communication between 

the university, faculty, 

and students where the 

university's philosophy 

and principles are not 

undermined is required.

The ultimate goal and 

direction of university 

structural reforms must be 

for the students. It is only 

natural that the buzzword 

for many universities these 

days is "student-centered 

management". Therefore, 

those universities that 

regard s tudents as 

investing in the future, as 

opposed to seeing them 

as a source of revenue for 

university management, will 

clearly have a competitive 

edge. In the future, 

universities with specialized 

programs that have been 

acknowledged by the 

students will set a good 

example for overcoming 

the crisis despite a toll 

taken on universities 

unable to maintain tuition-

dependent "economies of 

scale" caused by cutbacks 

and reductions. Of course, 

this has to be under the 

premise that universities 

are willing and committed 

to securing financial 

stability and passing a 

reformed budget based on 

selection and concentration. 

I f t h e gove r nment 

decides to enforce these 

restrictions on universities 

in the metropol itan 

area, there wi l l be 

significant implications 

for our university. It 

feels like crisis is quickly 

approaching.

Translated by Julia Kim

Editorial

personal best in three 

competitions right before 

I got chosen to be on the 

national team. After making 

it to the national team, it 

made me realize that it's 

just the beginning for me. 

It's such an honor to be 

part of the national team 

because it has been a 

dream of mine ever since 

I started this sport. Now 

I'm just one step closer to 

competing in international 

competitions, and starting 

from this year I will 

definitely work hard to 

achieve this goal. 

How did you overcome 

obstacles along the way?

Training is without a 

doubt the most difficult 

part. There is systematic 

training in the morning 

followed by another session 

in the afternoon before a 

competition. In addition to 

the actual competition, it's 

actually more difficult than 

you think when planning 

out a game plan for the 

next competition because 

shooting is an individual 

sport and you have to 

constantly compete with 

your own scores. Also, 

there is the added pressure 

of exceeding your limits. At 

the same time, you don't 

have to constantly move 

around in this sport which 

makes it less physically 

demanding compared with 

other sports. 

What goals have you set 

for yourself?

I try to set short-term 

goals. Next on my agenda 

is to set a world record at 

the 6th Annual East Asia 

Championship in China 

this October. The East 

Asia Championship will 

be the first step towards 

international competitions 

for me. I want to take the 

pressure off myself and 

just continue to do what 

I have done so far. Since 

I've achieved my dream of 

becoming a member of the 

national team, I'm going to 

do my best to prepare for 

international competitions.

Translated by Julia Kim

GOLD FROM 1
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RED 2 is the sequel to 

the 2010’s RED (meaning 

R e t i r e d, E x t r eme l y 

Dangerous). Bruce Willis 

and John Malkovich return 

as Frank Moses and Marvin 

Boggs. RED 2 has gotten a 

lot more attention in Korea 

than the first one, probably 

due to the casting of 

popular actor Lee Byung-

hun, who plays the killer 

Han Cho-bai.  A mere four 

days after its release, RED 

2 beat other popular movies 

in Korea at the box office.

In RED 2, CIA agents 

Frank and Marvin have to 

secure a nuclear weapon 

called Nightshade. Other 

countries’ agencies want 

to get their hands on this 

weapon for evil purposes. 

Even Dr. Bailey (played 

by Anthony Hopkins), the 

creator of the bomb, wants 

to detonate the weapon.

Getting the weapon is not 

easy, however, and there is 

a lot of sabotage along the 

way.

Everyone in the movie 

does a great job, but Lee 

Byung-hun really stands 

out. In recent years, Lee 

has gained a reputation 

for his strong action 

performances. In RED 2 

he plays Han as a cruel 

and bloody killer. Early in 

the movie, Han is focused 

on trying to kill his enemy 

Frank. But we see that Han 

is not so bad when Frank 

convinces him that they 

must work together to stop 

Nightshade from exploding. 

They call a truce in a 

scene of reconciliation that 

made the theater audience 

laugh. Despite this spirit 

of cooperation, Baily sets 

off the timer for the bomb 

and escapes by plane. Han 

reacts by shouting swear 

words in Korean, which is 

really funny and made the 

audience roar with laughter 

and applause. Everyone 

learns, however, that Frank 

has snuck the time bomb 

onto Bailey’s plane, killing 
him. So the movie has a 

happy ending.

RED 2 is a fun movie full of 

marvelous action and comedy. 

If you haven’t already seen 
it, you will love it.

Kangnam Hakbo Vocab Challenge
Use the clues below to fill in this month's crossword puzzle. 
All of the answers come from this month's English articles.

ACROSS 
2. to communicate, 
express
4. not an electric guitar, 
but
7. an amount required
11. a feeling
13. making up
15. causing wide 
disagreement
16. mental healing
17. to win in a struggle
18. a substitute
19. a plan
20. causing great 
psychological pain

DOWN  
1. travelling back and 
forth
3. something in your way
5. interfering with a plan
6. an excellent musician
8. looking within oneself
9. to make explode
10. a kind of tobacco pipe
12. a business starter
14. unable to pay back

You can go, too!
By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Introspective 
performance 

by Martin
By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Full of action and laughs
A Review of RED 2

By YEO JOOHEE

Check your 
answers!

Nothing to do? Nowhere 

to go? No money anyway? 

Maybe none of these are 

true, but CanGoTo can help 

you spend a fun afternoon 

for free!

CanGoTo is a mobile 

device app that issues 

free tickets to trade shows 

where admission is normally 

around 5,000 won. Most of 

them take place in COEX 

(Ever wonder what goes 

on in the ground floor 

convention halls?).

These exhibitions are 

a great way to see what 

designers and entrepreneurs 

(big and small) are up 

to. This summer I used 

CanGoTo to get free tickets 

into the Seoul Character 

& Licensing Fair, Korea 

Style Week, and the World 

Electronics Brand Show. 

These events are mostly for 

promotion, so there isn’t much 

shopping to do. When there 

is, it’s often at a discount. 

Many exhibitors also give 

away cool freebies!

Getting a free ticket with 

the app is simple. When 

you get to the exhibit, show 

them the digital ticket on 

your device. Sometimes you 

get your tickets or pass 

straightaway. Other times, 

the organizers will ask 

you to fill out some light 

paperwork first, asking for 

your contact information, 

interests, and affiliations. 

Then get your ticket and 

enjoy!

CanGoTo is available 

on Android and iOS. 

Visit cangoto.kr for more 

information.

PHOTO: CHARLES IAN CHUN

▲ 3-D printer on display at 
the World Electronics Brand 
Show last month in COEX.

Last month Maximiliano 

Martin, principal clarinet 

of the Scottish Chamber 

Orchestra and friend of the 

German School of Music 

Weimar, released an album 

of sonatas by Brahms and 

Fantasy Pieces by Gade 

on Champs Hill Records. 

With pianist Julian Milford, 

Martin elegantly conveys the 

soul and introspection of 

Brahms, who wrote these 

inspired sonatas late in his 

career. Gade is a natural 

and delightful complement 

to this thoroughly enjoyable 

album. Use the QR code 

below to listen to samples.

Martin taught GSMW 

masterclasses for students 

of Prof. Matthias Luft in 

June and plans to return to 

Korea next year.

maximilianomartin.com


