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By LEE SU-HYUN

An explosion of color has 

hit Korea! Color Me Rad, 

the 5 kilometer marathon 

with a color bomb, was 

held in Incheon’s Munhak 

Stadium on September 7. 

From Koreans to Americans, 

kids to adults, there was 

a large turnout of people 

gathered to run, roll, and 

play.

This unusual race has 

its origins in the Hindu 

religious festival Holi, which 

celebrates the beginning 

of spring. Color Me Rad 

combines the element of 

color with a traditional 

5k run. Each participant 

is offered a color bomb 

containing a colored powder 

made from corn flour. 

During the 5k run, people 

threw their bombs and 

rolled themselves onto their 

colorful contents. In contrast 

with other marathons, 

therefore, you didn’t have to 
run fast to get a medal.

Before the marathon 

began, we runners prepared 

as one might prepare to 

go swimming. Everyone 

was required to change 

into a uniform and wear 

sunglasses to protect them 

from sunlight and the color 

bombs. Then we were led 

in a warm-up dance by the 

marathon’s

COLOR CONT. ON 3

By YEO JOOHEE

There are a variety of 

music clubs at Kangnam 

University. One of the 

coolest may be hip-hop 

club Ow2-Chim (외침 

pronounced Wey-chim). The 

name Ow2-Chim roughly 

means “Let’s shout out!” 
People are sometimes 

intimidated by hip-hop and 

have preconceptions that 

it is violent music. The 

members of Ow2-Chim, 

however, insist the music is 

actually pleasant, while the 

club is a productive way to 

help students realize their 

dreams.

Member Hong Beong-

wook says that Ow2-Chim 

was originally a poetry 

and literature club. The 

shortage in the number of 

student members led to 

a crisis for the group. In 

2007, the club decided to 

change their image entirely. 

With the hard work of the 

senior members, Ow2-Chim 

was able to develop into a 

popular club with strong 

membership, recruiting sixty 

members over the past five 

years.

Between classes or at the 

end of the day members 

get together in the 

basement of Cheon- eun 

Hall, working in groups of 

two or three, making their 

own beats and writing their 

own lyrics. “Writing your 

own lyrics is important,” 
says member Yang Hyeong-

seok, 

HIP-HOP CONT. ON 3

By CHARLES IAN CHUN

The f inal round of 

Kangnam University's 

English Speech Contest 

was held in Education Hall 

the evening of October 7. 

Of the six finalists who 

competed, it was 4th-

year international studies 

major Elías Molina who 
took home first prize of 

500,000 won with his 

speech, "Education. Why?" 

Using humor and the life 

stories of former Korean 

president Lee Myung-bak 

and UN Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon, Molina 

was critical of what he 

sees as a general decline 

in people's willingness 

to make investments in 

and sacrifices for one's 

education, while easily 

spending money and time 

on things that merely allow 

us to have fun.

Despite an impressive 

performance in which he 

urged fellow students to 

live their lives, last year's

SPEECH CONT. ON 4

These colors 
run!

Ow2-Chim make some 
noise!
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▲ 4th-year international studies major Elías Molina 
delivers “Education. Why?” for which he won first prize at 
Kangnam University’s English Speech Contest.
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▲ Members of Kangnam University hip-hop student club 
Ow2-Chim during a practice session.

Molina takes first prize at 
Speech Contest

The English 
Hakbo is online!
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
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▲ A color bomb goes off at 

Color Me Rad in Incheon
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▲ German School of Music Weimar professor Andre Boainain delivered a forceful program 
of works by Mozart, Schubert, and Prokofiev last week at Kumho Art Hall. His emotionally 
compelling interpretation of Schubert’s Sonata in B-flat was a triumph.
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The English Hakbo is looking for reporters to 
start next semester. Visit our website 

englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
for more details.

These days there are 

so many apps for our 

smartphone to make 

our lives easier, help us 

learn, and provide us with 

entertainment. One of 

Korea's favorite English 

teachers “Happy” Isaac 
Durst has come out with an 

app that helps us do all of 

these. Isaac’s Young Gong 
Don (아이작의 영공돈), 

which can be interpreted 

as “English Study Money” 
or “English Free Money”, 
allows users to study 

English and even make a 

little pocket money. “It’s a 
reward app,” says Durst, 

who explained his app to 

the Hakbo last month. 

“There’s no money going 

in, but you can get money 

back.”
How does it work? When 

we use our smartphones, 

we always have lots of 

minutes and text messages 

left over at the end of each 

month. It's such a waste. 

With Young Gong Don 

you can use up their text 

messages and minutes by 

answering quiz questions 

and listening to lectures.

Both activities allow you to 

accumulate points.  Each 

minute earns 12-15 points, 

while each text message 

gives 2-3. Your saved 

points can be turned into 

real money as long as you 

use your points within two 

years.

Users are able to choose 

the style of their quizzes 

such as words, spelling, 

and sentences. The 

difficulty of the questions 

is divided into six levels: 

Essential English, Middle 

School, High School, High 

School for University 

Admission, and TOEFL-

TOEIC Business 1 and 2. 

The level of questions can 

be chosen by users, so 

even beginner students of 

English can get a lot out of 

the app.

You should be careful, 

however, not to go over 

your normal monthly limit. 

Even “I will not touch (my 

app) until the last day of 

the month,” says Durst. 

“But if I’ve got an hour 
left, I can listen to a lecture 

I’m interested in” and get 
back almost 1,000 won.

The app looks good and 

works well. There are other 

reward apps out there, but 

they cannot compare to this 

one. Isaac’s Young Gong 

Don helps us get back 

money from our phone bill, 

while also helping us to 

study -- killing two birds 

with one stone.

Charles Ian Chun contributed 
to this review.

When Kangnam University 

English instructor Edward 

Jorgensen isn’t teaching 
or preparing for his 

classes, he is tending to 

his “hobby”. Since October 
2009, Jorgensen and his 

wife have been operating 

The Big Chill, an event bar 

located in the South Gate 

(남문) district of Suwon. 

His patrons are an eclectic 

group that includes foreign 

English teachers, nearby 

university students, and 

local residents who come by 

to play pool, throw darts, 

and, of course, knock back 

a few beers.

The Big Chill is an 

apt name for the place. 

Blue is the predominant 

color, which provides a 

relaxing atmosphere. That 

is precisely the point. "We 

know that, psychologically, 

as people drink,” says 
Jorgensen, “they become 

more aggress ive or 

assertive. Blue is a calming 

color, so we thought it 

would be a good mix with 

alcohol." In other words, the 

blue helps patrons to “chill 
out”.
As an event bar, The 

Big Chill hosts occasions 

such Quiz Nights, Cluck & 

Keggers (serving chicken 

wings and all-you-can- 

drink draft beer), Karaoke 

Nights, and Open Mics.

Quiz Nights are a popular 

draw. With Jorgensen 

typically serving as Quiz 

Master, he leads a Family 

Feud-style game in which 

patrons work in teams 

answering pub trivia. The 

bar is a great place to relax 

and a satisfying business to 

run.

Jorgensen has had a long 

history with the food and 

beverage industry, working 

in a bar and a resort when 

he was a university student. 

For over two years, he 

managed pubs in Europe 

during what was supposed 

to be a three-week 

backpacking trip. After 

completing his studies in 

Korea, he followed “a young 
man’s dream” and decided 
to give owning his own bar 

a shot. It has paid off. The 

business itself has been 

financially lucrative. More 

important to Jorgensen, 

however, are the friends 

he makes through The Big 

Chill.

The job also provides 

intellectual stimulation 

from a psychological or 

sociological point of view. 

For example, Jorgensen 

has noticed that Korean 

smokers prefer wet 

ashtrays to prevent ash 

from flying around, while 

westerners prefer a dry 

ashtray on which to set 

their cigarettes. Also, when 

judgment becomes impaired 

after too many drinks, 

westerners tend to steal 

things from the bar while 

Koreans simply break them. 

Interesting stuff, to be 

sure.

The employees at The 

Big Chill learn a lot as 

well. Although they are not 

required to speak English, 

language acquisition 

typically results. It makes 

sense. “The Koreans that 
apply to work at the bar 

are there to enhance their 

English skills,” Jorgensen 
says. His manager, for 

example, couldn’t speak a 
word of English when he 

was first hired, but has 

become nearly fluent after 

two years!

Perhaps it shouldn’t be a 
surprise. Despite owning a 

bar, Jorgensen sees himself 

as a teacher first and 

makes his job at Kangnam 

University his priority. The 

bar is merely “a full-time 

hobby.” He invites all to 

stop by and join the fun.

The Big Chill is open from 

Wednesday to Saturday, 

starting at 8:00 pm each 

night. You can keep up with 

events on their Facebook 

page. 

Study and make money!
A review of Issac's Young Gong Don

By YEO JOOHEE

A full-time hobby
By CHARLES IAN CHUN
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▲ Kangnam University English instructor and owner of The Big Chill Edward Jorgensen 
relays orders to one of his employees during their “Very Scary Halloween Killer Keg Party”.

Help Wanted
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Preparing for the age of convergence
Editor's note: The following 
is an abridged version of the 
original essay. The unabridged 
version is available online.

Rapid globalization, along 

with a surge in cutting-

edge technology, have 

led to a world containing 

a hodge-podge of so 

many things, making it 

even more difficult to 

distinguish one thing from 

the other. The concepts of 

convergence and consilience 

have emerged in the spirit 

of the times in an age 

where the boundaries 

between the areas of 

industry, academics, and 

the arts have been blurred. 

With the emergence of 

the diverse, disparate, 

and capricious global 

consumer, there is a 

greater need to develop 

convergent technology, 

crossing the borders of 

existing industries and 

with products and services 

based on innovative and 

convergent technology like 

smartphones and Facebook. 

Convergent technology has 

become somewhat of a 

"calling" in this day and 

age.

So what do students 

need to do to prepare 

themselves in age of 

convergence? Is it learning 

how to deal with products 

and services that are 

powered by convergent 

technology? That is merely 

a function. Let’s start 
by defining convergence. 

Convergence can be 

defined as producing a 

creative outcome after 

solving a problem by 

utilizing knowledge from 

two or three fields which 

could not have been 

possible with knowledge 

from only one field.

Ac co rd i ng t o th i s 

definition, the first thing 

that is required is an 

open mind towards other 

majors and fields of 

knowledge. There needs 

to be flexibility, openness, 

and the ability to integrate 

and compare a plethora 

of knowledge and ideas 

in order to improve 

one's convergent skills 

crossing different fields of 

knowledge. The purpose 

is not to attain a double 

major or related major. 

Rather, it is to have the 

openness and flexibility to 

study and solve challenges 

by navigating other areas.

Moreover, you should not 

be afraid to fail. People 

mature through failure. It 

is a well-known fact that 

President Abraham Lincoln 

lost many elections before 

being elected president. He 

became one of the most 

admired figures because he 

learned from his failures, 

eventually turning them 

into successes. Companies 

are no exception. Post-

its by 3M were actually 

a failed invention due 

to its weak and sticky 

adhesive strength after 

the company's attempt to 

develop a strong adhesive. 

3M was able to produce 

an innovative product due 

to its corporate culture of 

allowing the development 

of ideas from failures 

and by not regarding 

these failed inventions as 

actual failures. Another 

leading company, Google 

encourages "fa i l ing 

gracefully." Challenge and 

failure -- is it not the 

privilege of youth? The 

youth of today should step 

up to the challenge and 

not be afraid to fail, which 

will ultimately give them a 

competitive edge in an age 

of convergence.

Finally, setting the right 

goals in life is the most 

important thing. Due 

to convergence, there 

is an eclectic mix of 

academics and theories 

making it even more 

difficult to distinguish 

right from wrong in our 

society, leading to an 

age of confusion and 

an ambiguous value 

system. Different values, 

philosophies, and concepts 

co-exist, and we are 

unable to distinguish 

our thoughts and values 

systems, entangled like 

vines in a jungle -- 

like this are we living in 

an era of fusion. But if 

fusion is pushed to the 

extreme, it will only lead 

to confusion. The standard 

for unwavering values as 

a goal in life should be 

based on the right value 

system standing strong 

against diverse information 

and knowledge, with 

the ability to distinguish 

meaningful and valuable 

knowledge, util izing 

it effectively thereby 

becoming a compass to a 

hopeful future. The social 

needs of convergence drive 

us like useful technology 

and knowledge to live 

our lives, as if we need 

to constantly strive for 

something more. However, 

the following story provides 

us a lesson on what's more 

important in life.

There is a famous story 

of a boy in his teens with 

polio that has lost all hope 

in life. He receives the help 

of a doctor who is touched 

by a social worker who 

truly cares for this boy. 

The boy is able to walk 

after surgery and physical 

therapy. Many years pass 

when, by chance, the 

doctor meets the social 

worker and hears that 

the boy is serving prison 

time for murder. The 

social worker laments, 

“We only taught him how 

to walk, but we forgot to 

tell him where to walk.” 
This story shows us the 

importance of knowledge 

regarding goals for where 

our life should be headed 

rather than technology 

and knowledge for living 

our lives in an age of 

convergence.

Then, where can we find 

this right goal in life? It 

can be found in the Bible.

In that respect, students 

h e r e  a t  K a n g n a m 

University are in an ideal 

environment to pursue the 

right goals in life. First, 

there is the regular chapel 

service where you can 

hear the word of God. Do 

not go to chapel out of 

obligation, but go there 

to connect with God. In 

addition, there are faith-

based mentoring programs 

available to students in 

the form of counseling 

such as "character-

building studies." This 

counsel ing program 

wil l guide students 

in the right direction. 

Moreover, there is the 

tradition of practicing 

the founding principles 

of "Gyeongcheonaein" -- 

"Revering Heaven and the 

fellowship of humankind." 

As a member of Kangnam 

University, this mindset 

and attitude will always be 

a part of you wherever you 

go. Kangnam University 

has been and will always 

be the best place to set 

the right goals in life.

Convergence has negative 

implications such as 

confusion and ambiguity, 

but we cannot deny the 

fact that convergence 

has become the Zeitgeist 

or the spirit of the 

times. Convergence has 

transformed the social and 

industrial paradigm in a 

revolutionary way making 

it essential to prepare for 

these changes. However, 

we must not be swept 

away by the current of 

the times or be seized by 

irrational fear regarding 

convergence.

Having the knowledge 

and attitude to cope with 

these changing times 

will be the springboard 

for growth in an age of 

convergence. Having an 

open mind and knowledge 

in one's own f ield, 

achieving one's competency 

and knowledge in related 

fields, and not being afraid 

to fail with the guidance 

of God to set the right 

goals in life will help us all 

ride the waves of change, 

allowing us to safely arrive 

at the harbor of hope.

Translated by Julia Kim

Editorial

host. Next we applied colored 

powder to our bodies. Then 

everyone was ready to color 

themselves rad!

Even though 5 kilometers 

is not a long distance 

as far as marathons are 

concerned (a traditional 

marathon is about 42 km), 

there were many exciting 

checkpoints. Staff threw 

boxes of colored powder 

at the color bomb section. 

They also sprinkled water 

on runners when they got 

hot. Most enjoyable of all, 

participants got to meet 

lots of new people along 

the way, throwing their 

own color bombs or taking 

pictures together. People 

from all over the world 

participated, making it a 

great opportunity for new 

and interesting friends.

By holding Color Me Rad 

in the beginning of fall, 

runners were able to enjoy 

a cool breeze and the scent 

of a new season. Walking 

under the clear skies, I felt 

like I had returned to my 

childhood -- not having 

to think about keeping 

my clothes clean or pay 

attention to the time -- 

just walking, talking, 

laughing, and maybe 

throwing a color bomb at a 

new friend.

“because everyone has their 
own idea and interpretation 

of music.”
Every member joins as 

a beginner, but learns to 

perform like a professional. 

One of the clubs newer 

members Kim Joo-ho is 

astonished by how well the 

older members are able to 

sing and rap. “It’s so good 
to hang out with people 

who love listening to and 

making music,” he says.
Ow2-Chim also take 

their hobby to the public, 

performing about ten times 

a year. They perform 

regularly at Kangnam 

University’s spring and 
fall festivals, local shows, 

and their own subscription 

concerts. They also support 

other KNU student club 

events. By performing 

live, members hope to get 

better.

Ow2-Chim will perform 

at Geek Club in Sinchon at 

the end of November.
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Last Friday Maximiliano 

Martín, principal clarinet 
for the Scottish Chamber 

Orchestra, returned to 

Kangnam University's 

German School of Music 

Weimar for a series of 

masterclasses with students 

of Professor Matthias Luft.

Martín's goals for the 
students are simple. "I try 

to concentrate on the basics 

first," he explains. Working 

with one student at a time, 

Martín finds himself coming 
back to the same point 

each lesson.

"W h a t ' s  t h e m o s t 

important thing when 

playing the clarinet?" he 

asks.

The students are stumped.

"Air," he answers for them.

And getting air when 

you need it is surprisingly 

difficult. "When you think 

about trying to do it right," 

adds Luft, "You will lose it.

"Air, at the end of the 

day, is going to be at the 

service of the phrase," 

Martín continues. "Without 
air, it's impossible to 

phrase. And what makes 

you special as a player is 

your tone and the way you 

phrase." To become that 

special player requires lot 

of hard work.

Martín warns against 
practicing too much, 

however. "Yes, practice," 

he says, "but be efficient 

so that you have time for 

other things. Everything 

has to be balanced."

Artistry gets a warm reception
By CHARLES IAN CHUN

SPEECH  FROM 1Martín focuses on the basics
By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Last Wednesday evening 

at a private art gallery 

in Shinsa Dong, German 

School of Music Weimar 

violin professor Viktoria 

Kaunzner and her students 

performed at a reception 

for London-based Korean 

painter and performance 

artist Francesca Cho, whose 

works are on display at 

Gallery Art Plaza.

Kaunzner began by filling 

the stairwell with the sound 

of her violin, accompanying 

Cho into the gallery. As 

Kaunzner stroked freely in 

expressive improvisation, 

Cho recited three poems, 

including Kaunzner's own 

"For Any Ajumma".

In accordance with the 

exhibit's theme "Evergreen 

on the River Thames", 

1st-year student Jeong 

Da-eun gave an energetic 

per fo rmance of the 

prelude to Bach's Partita 

in E-major. The evening's 

music greatly enhanced 

the texture and honesty of 

Cho's paintings.

The exhibition continues 

until November 8.

A Dream I Dreamed, an 

exhibition of works by 

Kusama Yayoi, one of the 

hottest modern artists, was 

held at Daegu Art Museum 

from July 16 to November 

3. 118 pieces of Kusama’
s works including paintings, 

installations, and even video 

were on display. Because of 

the exhibition’s large scale, 
there was much anticipation 

by the public before its 

opening.

Although Kusama is 

famous for her collaboration 

with luxury brand Louis 

Vuitton, she had already 

been recognized for her 

artistic value in the world 

of modern art. She achieved 

global fame by channeling 

her obsessive compulsive 

disorder and hallucinations 

through artistic motifs of 

nets and dots. We can, of 

course, continue to find 

these motifs in even her 

recent works.

To understand Kusama’s 
art, we can’t help thinking 
about her life. She lived 

through the Second World 

War, family violence, and 

poverty. Moreover, her 

symptoms of schizophrenia 

made her obsess ive 

compulsive disorder and 

hallucinations get worse. 

When Kusama was ten 

years old, she started 

putting her illusions in a 

sketchbook. For Kusama, 

art was way to express 

herself.

The reason why Kusama’
s art is so interesting is 

her creative and diverse 

methods of expression. At 

this exhibition, we could 

experience Kusama’s “Dot 
pattern” works in many 

ways. “The Obliteration 

Room” was the most 

popular work on display. 

A normal room with white 

walls became a work of art 

by putting round stickers all 

over it. Through this, every 

visitor to this exhibition 

could be an artist with this 

simple contribution. These 

methods of expression may 

definitely be easy, but they 

are also significant and 

memorable.

Besides her installation 

a r t wo r k, Ku s ama ’s 

paintings offer a unique 

opportunity to get a sense 

of her hallucinations. 

Infinite repetitive patterns 

and dot patterns with 

wonderful colors contain 

the entirety of her mental 

space creating the illusion 

of changing one’s eyes 
or brain with Kusama’s. 
Despite being just a piece 

of canvas, her paintings 

have an aura that could be 

felt.

In some ways, Kusama 

Ya y o i  h a s h a d a n 

unfortunate destiny. In 

another way, however, her 

mental illness has been a 

blessing for an artist such 

as herself. Do you want to 

meet Kusama Yayoi? Then 

appreciate her work. It will 

help you to know Kusama 

and even provide you with 

inspiration.

winner, 3rd-year English 

literature major Kim Weon-

jik, had to settle for 2nd 

place.

Simply trying, however, 

is perhaps more important 

than winning first place. 

3rd-year design major Shin 

Yaeji, who shared 3rd place 

with 4th-year international 

trade major Yoo Jae-kwon, 

said, "I knew that this 

contest would give me a lot 

of experience and a chance 

for growth, no matter how 

good I am at English."

"It was not very important 

to me who was better than 

whom," said Department of 

English Literature professor 

Chung Indon, who also 

served as a judge. "I just 

wanted to give students 

a chance to come up to 

the stage. To me, a good 

speaker is a person with 

courage. All the participants 

are winners."
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▲ GSMW professor Viktoria Kaunzner and artist Francesca 
Cho perform at Gallery Art Plaza in Shinsa Dong.
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▲ International clarinet soloist Maximiliano Martín helps 1st-
year student Ahn Ho-jung with Saint-Saёns’s Sonata, Op. 167.
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▲ Co-host of EBS radio show 
Easy English “Happy” Isaac 
Durst stopped by to show his 
support. He and Prof. Chung 
Indon share a few words 
before the contest.

▲ With a little help from 
Park Haram, student Jeon 
So-young draws the 
program to a close with a 
Partita for solo violin by 
Bach.

Be one with Kusama
By LEE SU-HYUN
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▲ Obliteration Room by Kusama Yayoi, Daegu Art Museum.


