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By ALMAGUL
MAGAMBETOVA

“Ge t t i n g t h e 
lesson is how you 
move forward. It's 
how you enrich 
your spirit.”
- Oprah Winfrey

Life has so many lessons 

to teach us. One of those 

lessons is overcoming a 

setback, the lesson that 

teaches us to start again 

from zero.

Velislava is a 22-year-

old international student 

from Bulgaria studying 

business administration at 

Kangnam University. She 

came to Korea in 2013 after 

receiving a scholarship from 

the Shimjeon Foundation.

She had always wanted to 

study abroad. “Studying in 
another country," she says, 

"without family support, 

and gaining international 

experience is the real 

school that can
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 By CHARLES IAN CHUN

This past April 20th was 

Korea's 34th National Day 

for People with Disabilities, 

and Kangnam University's 

students worked hard to 

promote awareness.

On April 10 shouts 

of "Participate in our 

campaign!" could be heard 

across the first floor of 

Shalom Hall from members 

of the Student Organization 

for the Differently Abled 

(SODA). Students may 

remember last year's 

Harmony campaign in which 

students were asked to 

write on brightly colored 

sticky notes and share their 

thoughts on what it means 

to be disabled. This year 

SODA asked students to 

think "Barrier Free", asking 

about what could be done 

to reduce barriers between 

those who are disabled and 

those who are not.

In an uncoordinated event 

the following Thursday, 

Kangnam University's 

special education majors 

spent their afternoon 

in front of Shalom Hall 

embossing name labels in 

Braille (the writing system 

used by the blind and 

visually impaired) for fellow 

students. The desire to 

build a stronger community 

with the disabled is clearly 

gaining momentum.

"Society should change 

someday, but we also 

think that we should be 

the ones to begin the 

change." explains Min-ju 

Kim, a 4th-year student 

and president of Kangnam 

University's Student Society 

for the Disabled.

Min-ju says it's easier 

than we think. When 

speaking with someone 

who is hearing impaired, 

for example, those without 

disabilities could simply 

make an effort to speak 

loudly and clearly. She 

adds, however, that the 

disabled also need to make 

an effort to interact with 

the general public and 

not be shy about asking 

someone to speak a little 

louder or openly revealing 

their disability in the first 

place. She admits it's not a 

BARRIERS CONT. ON 2

By SALTANAT 
AKHMETOVA

When you move to a 

totally new country one of 

the first things you notice 

are the many differences 

between your culture 

and the culture of your 

new home. Bota, Assel, 

Ulbossyn, Mika, and Aika, 

students from Kazakhstan 

at t end i ng Kangnam 

University, shared some of 

their first impressions of 

Korea.

Free Wi-Fi almost everywhere

“When you come to Korea, 

it seems the whole country 

is connected to one Wi-Fi 

station,” say Bota and 

Assel.

In Korea it is pretty 

hard to find a public place 

without Wi-Fi access, even 

on public transportation. It 

is not always free, however, 

as users typically have 

to subscribe to a carrier. 

But students and company 

employees generally enjoy 

free high-speed Wi-Fi 

access 24 hours a day.

Ageless Koreans

It is well known that 

Asians look younger than 

they really are. Koreans, 

however, seem to break 

all records among Asians. 

Maybe it's due to genetics, 

maybe modern cosmetics, 

but Koreans look ageless. 

“When you look at a 

Korean," says Ulbossyn, 

"you can never guess 

exactly how old he or she 

is, and the possibilities 

range from 15 to 50 years 

old!” Moreover, fashions, 

with the exception of school 

uniforms, are not

KOREA CONT. ON 3

Overcoming a 
setback
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▲ On the first floor of Shalom Hall, the Student 
Organization for the Differently Abled (SODA) asks students 
to share their ideas on how to live barrier-free.

First impressions of 
Korea

Remembering a Turkish 
soldier of the Korean War

Breaking down barriers
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By DANIYAR BEISENOV

After 61 years Koreans 

s t i l l r emembe r t he 

consequences of the Korean 

War, which divided this 

nation into two. Even today 

the difficult relationship 

between the two countries 

remains. But Koreans were 

not the only ones to fight 

in the Korean War. The 

United States, Soviet Union, 

Australia, Canada, Belgium, 

Colombia, France, Turkey, 

and others were also 

participants. Turkey's effort 

in the war is of special 

significance to 20-year-old 

student Onur Sahil Cerit.

Onur is from Turkey, 

and this semester he 

began attending Kangnam 

University. After a year 

of studying the Korean 

language, he will begin 

his 4-year study of 

computer engineering. “I 
really wanted to study 

abroad," he said. "When 

I got the chance to study 

in South Korea, I was 

excited because the Korean 

education system is one of 

the strongest in the world. 

Plus I will be the second 

member of my family to

ONUR CONT. ON 2

Onur Sahil Cerit's grandfather,
Sgt Cemil Demiroz

Min-ju Kim, president of 
Kangnam University’s Student 
Society for the Disabled, calls 
on students to take part in 
the SODA campaign.
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By KUANYSH BEKEN

Everywhere we look 

we are surrounded by 

advertisements, whether 

they a re t e lev i s ion 

commercials, billboards or 

print ads. For an effective 

ad, the use of color, text, 

and photography are all 

key factors in ensuring a 

successful campaign.

T w e n t y  K a n g n a m 

Univers ity s tudents 

(ten Korean and ten 

international, with an 

equal number of males 

and females per group) 

were asked to evaluate two 

ads: an ad for soju from 

Korea and an ad for vodka 

from Kazakstan. In the 

end, students were asked 

which ad they found more 

effective.

Of the Korean females, 

two of them preferred 

the ad for soju. They 

were impressed with the 

bright colors and the 

dreamy background. "I've 

seen this ad many times, 

so it's familiar to me," 

said Hye Joo, a 3rd-year 

computer engineering major. 

"Everything looks just right, 

and the model looks good, 

too."

Three of the Korean 

males were also moved 

by the model in the 

soju ad. "I know that in 

marketing, people are 

generally attracted to a 

baby, a beauty or a beast," 

said Jang Jun, a 4th-year 

general education major 

"Both ads have a beautiful 

woman. But the soju ad is 

more familiar to me, so I 

like it more."

A beautiful model was 

not enough, however, 

for all five of the female 

international students, 

who preferred the ad 

for vodka and were 

generally unimpressed 

with the composition of 

the ad for soju. "It's not 

attractive at all," explained 

Akhmedyanova Sabina, 

a 3rd-year business 

administration major. "I 

think there's something 

wrong with the location of 

the bottle. And there's too 

much writing."

Three of the five Korean 

females also preferred the 

ad for vodka but were 

attracted to its portrayal of 

high-class living, expensive 

tastes, and exclusivity. "I 

like the background in the 

ad, the contrast of black 

and white, and the smell of 

money," explained 2nd-year 

real estate major Eun Jeong 

Kim.

The male international 

students also preferred 

the vodka ad three to 

two. David Zurita, a 1st-

year international trade 

major appreciated the 

sophisticated image the 

vodka ad portrayed. "You 

can see their lifestyle 

i s no t mundane o r 

ordinary. Moreover, this 

is not a party of drunken 

teenagers. Instead, these 

are sophisticated people 

enjoying a drink within 

reasonable limits."

By and large, the students 

surveyed associated 

the product with the 

connotations of beauty and 

sophistication suggested in 

each ad. Both ads show 

attractive models, but only 

one depicts a lifestyle to 

go with the product being 

advertised. Of the 20 

students only 7 preferred 

the ad for soju, while 13 

preferred the ad for vodka. 

It seems clear that, when 

spending our money, we not 

only want the product but a 

better life.

walk on Korean soil.”
In 1950 Onur's grandfather 

Sergeant Cemil Demiroz 

fought North Koreans while 

stationed in Busan. “It 
was always hard to talk 

about the war with my 

grandfather because three 

years of fighting left a deep 

imprint in his memory,” 
Onur explains. “He lost 

most of his friends before 

he and others returned 

home."

In 1952 a brigade under 

the command of Sgt 

Demiroz headed north and 

stopped to drink water 

from the Han River. They 

were spotted by North 

Korean soldiers, who 

tried to poison the water 

with a tank of chemicals. 

While the water was being 

poisoned one of the North 

Korean soldiers began firing 

on the brigade. Sgt Demiroz 

acted quickly, turned his 

weapon against the North 

Korean soldier, and killed 

him. Sgt Demiroz was 

wounded in the shootout. 

For preventing the deaths 

of his comrades and for 

saving his brigade he was 

honored as an Ambassador 

for Peace. After the war 

he received the medals of 

Peace, Bravery and Honor.

In 2014 the Korean War 

veterans' community in 

Turkey started a program 

to send students to study 

in South Korea. “With 

the help of the veterans, 

and especially of my 

grandfather, I am able to 

attend Kangnam University, 

so I am really thankful for 

their support," Onar says. "I 

want to commemorate my 

grandfather by achieving 

everything I want.”
The Korean War affected 

not only Koreans, but 

people around the world. 

Students like Onur remind 

us of the sacrifices heroes 

have made so that we may 

live in peace.

fast process. "We still 

need more time," she says.

Still, the effort has 

generated significant 

interest. SODA finished 

the day with over 400 

responses compared to 

260 last year. Even their 

membership has grown 

from 35 to 45 over the past 

year, composed of disabled 

and able-bodied members 

in equal numbers.

Later this month SODA 

wil l be taking their 

campaign off campus and 

partnering with a similar 

student organization from 

another university.

Students who wish to 

keep up with the activities 

of SODA and the Student 

Society for the Disabled can 

find their Facebook group 

by searching "강장회".

Which one would you buy? ONUR  FROM 1

BARRIERS  FROM 1

▲ An ad for soju from Korea (left) and an ad for vodka from Kazakhstan.
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▲ Onur Sahil Cerit

2nd-year special education 
major Kim Cho-rok embosses 
name labels in Braille for 
fellow students.

“찰스 전” in Braille.
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teach you how to live an 

independent life." In 2009 

she finished high school and 

applied to five universities in 

Australia. She got accepted 

to four of them and started 

to prepare documents for the 

most favorable one, one of 

the top universities in that 

country. She finished bartender 

courses and got certification 

in order to have a part-time 

job in Australia. Paying tuition 

and making almost all the 

necessary preparations, she 

had difficulty getting a visa. 

She went back to the embassy 

almost every week, always 

with “one more” required 

document, and ultimately 

missed all of the university 

admission deadlines. 

Students in Bulgaria are 

able to enroll in university 

only in the fall semester. 

Missing the application 

deadline for even local 

universities forced her to wait 

for one year till September 

2010. “Psychologically, it is 

difficult when your plans 

don't work. But I never gave 

up. I decided to spend my 

gap year productively. I was 

always interested in Korea 

and had always wanted to 

get a masters degree here," 

she says. "So, I used my time 

studying the Korean language."

In September 2010, Velislava 

enrolled in a Bulgarian 

university as a Korean studies 

major. That same year 

she applied for the Korean 

Government Scholarship 

(NIIED). She applied three 

times between 2010 and 2012 

and was rejected. “I intended 

to get a scholarship and study 

without financial support from 

my parents,” she said. Finally 

in 2013 she received a letter 

from the Shimjeon Foundation 

inviting her to continue 

her education at Kangnam 

University. “I waited for 4 

years and totally changed my 

life’s plan. I had to pass this 

setback in order to fulfill my 

dream, but I did it!”

Life is too short to be 

sad and have regrets about 

something that went wrong. 

Velislava's story proves that 

life is full of opportunities for 

those who are willing to meet 

the challenge and go through 

it.
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▲ Bulgarian student Velislava

Let us all reflect on the essence of life and death
A poet once said that 

"April is the cruelest 

month" and April of 2014 

turned out to be just that. 

The whole nation has been 

in a state of mourning 

ever since that tragic 

day when the MV Sewol 

capsized while carrying 

476 people. This incident 

shook the very core of our 

society as we witnessed 

the ferry sink right before 

our eyes. The sinking of 

the MV Sewol is the end 

result of the culmination 

of structural problems 

embedded in our society 

along with our obsession 

with rapid development.

Korea underwent rapid 

economic development 

as an underdeveloped 

country in the 19th 

century and as a colony 

exerting every effort to 

catch up with developed 

and advanced countries 

from around the world. 

Currently, the national 

objective is to reach a per 

capita GDP of $40,000 

making money the most 

important value system in 

Korea. Mammonism can 

be said to be one of the 

causes of this tragedy 

as money is revered over 

all other values in our 

society including personal 

responsibility, religion, and 

human life.

Now is the time for 

our country to consider 

what is truly important 

and valuable in our 

society. Modern states 

and societies of the 

Western world have shown 

continued growth based 

upon their own cultures 

and traditions.

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y 

a r e  s e e k i n g  n e w 

ways t o e l im i na t e 

problems, conflicts, and 

contradictions arising 

from the process of 

modernization.

However, in the process 

of rapid modernization, 

we have ignored these 

historical and cultural 

traditions and have 

merely accepted the guise 

of modern states and 

societies of the West. 

Our beautiful and fine 

traditions and customs 

wrongfully labeled as 

barbaric have been 

overthrown and replaced 

with modern values 

which emphasize money, 

and in the process have 

ignored our own history 

and culture. In an age of 

intense competition, we as 

a society are so concerned 

with outer appearance that 

it is no wonder we find 

ourselves at a dead end 

when it comes to dealing 

with crises.

This is not to say that 

money and efficiency are 

absolutely abominable. 

These are merely tools and 

ways that help us live our 

lives, but they cannot be 

our ultimate goal in life. 

The goal is not to build a 

modernized and advanced 

nation on the surface; 

rather it should be to 

build a modern nation and 

society where the quality 

of life holds significant 

meaning. However, we 

have transformed into a 

society which values the 

end result rather than the 

process, leaving us feeling 

trapped and helpless in 

the  face of these kinds of 

crises and tragedies.

It is time for us to take 

a step back to reflect on 

our past deeds. What is 

the ultimate goal that 

we want to achieve? 

Historically speaking, our 

ultimate goal has been 

to uphold the principle 

of "Hongikingan" that is, 

the "humanitarian spirit". 

In other words, it is 

important to do good in 

the world. At this point, 

there are two questions 

that come to mind. The 

first question is, "How do 

we define what it is to 

be a human being?" The 

second question is, "What 

can we do to make the 

world a better place?"

Our ancestors have 

long upheld the belief of 

“Innaecheon” -- humans 

as heaven. That is, 

humans are the measure 

of finality; they are the 

value system. Doing 

good in the world can be 

universally achieved as 

the life of the average 

person is considered to 

be the standard for our 

world. Money, market, and 

efficiency exist as a means 

for human life, and in 

that sense they have great 

significance and value if 

utilized in a way that help 

us achieve happiness by 

enabling us to make the 

world a better place. The 

month of April was truly 

a sad and cruel month 

making us once again 

reflect on the true nature 

of life and death.

Translated by Julia Kim

Editorial

SETBACK  FROM 1

spec i f ic to any one 

generation, making it more 

difficult to determine one's 

age. The only way to find 

out is to ask directly, which 

is common here.

A thriving food culture 
People who travel to Korea 

love the availability of food 

that is both inexpensive 

and delicious. Korea's fast 

food system is highly 

developed and easy to find, 

ranging in choices that 

include Korean, Chinese, 

American, and Mexican. 

The cheapest foods can be 

found in Korean canteens 

like Kimbap Chunkuk (김

밥천국) or cafeterias like 

the ones in Shalom Hall, 

offering prices between 

2,000 won and 5,000 won 

cheaper than a comparable 

meal in Kazakhstan. And a 

lot of food can be delivered 

at all hours of the day. "You 

can afford to eat within 

any budget at a canteen or 

a restaurant," says Mika, 

"even at 3:00 a.m.! It is 

very convenient!"

Korean television also 

gives good advice on great 

places to eat. Koreans are 

eager to talk about their 

favorite meals. Many Korean 

holidays are associated with 

special foods like songpyeon 

on Chuseok. “Korea's food 
is the most famous part 

of its culture, I think," 

says Aika. "Good food is 

everywhere!"

These are only a few of 

the things international 

students notice about Korea 

at first. Of course, they are 

eager to discover more as 

time goes on.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AIKA

▲ Kazakhstani student 
Aika enjoys a delicious 
and inexpensive meal at a 
Korean canteen.



May  14, 2014 No. 323

By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Last month the residents 

at Sarangbat Mental Health 

Rehabilitation Center in 

Hwasung were provided a 

lovely diversion with the 

annual concert by students 

of the German School of 

Music Weimar. Intimate 

selections from composers 

ranging from Bach and 

Beethoven to Reger and 

Piazzolla filled the hall to 

everyone's delight.

Inspired especially by 

the skill of the string 

musicians, Sarangbat social 

worker Heo Jun-seon 

mused on how learning the 

violin or cello would be a 

worthy endeavor if given 

the chance.

Review: Refuge in Music Martín is a 
master stylist

GSMW gives the gift of music to 
Sarangbat

By CHARLES IAN CHUN

Theresienstadt, located 

in what is now the Czech 

Republic, was a Nazi 

concentration camp where 

34,000 Jews met their death 

during World War II. In 

2012 a special concert was 

given in Munich performing 

works by composers who 

were prisoners in the camp.

Dorothee Binding and 

Benedict Mirow's award-

winning documentary 

Terezin - Refuge in Music 

is aptly named. It's hard 

to imagine how anyone 

could find joy or solace 

under such conditions. Yet, 

this powerful documentary 

shows that through music 

the prisoners were able 

to cling to their humanity 

and hope of a life outside 

the camp. "I'm grateful to 

music for saving my life," 

says jazz guitarist Coco 

Schumann, a survivor of 

Theresienstadt.

Interviews with Schumann 

and Alice Herz-Sommer, 

who had been known as 

the oldest known Holocaust 

survivor (she passed away 

earlier this year), explore 

the power music had to 

sustain them.

And music takes center 

stage in this film, music 

that might otherwise have 

been lost and forgotten. 

Watching the performances 

feels like discovering a 

lost treasure. As violinist 

Daniel Hope remarks, the 

composers "represent a kind 

of melodic vocal style of the 

20th century [that] suddenly 

came to an end." On a 

tour of the camp, guitarist/

accordionist Bebe Risenfors 

laments the tragic loss, "If 

all these musicians had just 

lived, they'd have changed 

history. What fantastic 

compositions that we'll 

never hear! It's horrifying to 

think of."

Luckily, some record 

remains, and Refuge in 

Music provides a glimpse 

that must be experienced.

By HAN SOL E

April is a very busy month 

in which midterm exams are 

the focus. They are the first 

exams for freshmen and the 

first big challenge of the 

semester for everyone else.

During exams students 

can relax and enjoy the 

flowers on campus and 

study in the main library. 

The library's reading room, 

however, is far too small 

to accommodate many 

students. Students wander 

from place to place -- the 

cafe, empty classrooms -- 

looking for a quiet place to 

study.

Those wandering students 

may want to try the 

Healing Zone next time. 

The Healing Zone, located 

on the first floor of Shalom 

Hall, is a great place to 

relax. It was built by the 

last student council Healing. 

“It was the last present 

from Healing to students,” 
says Um Young Sic, chief 

of Cclim’s student welfare 
committee, vice chairman of 

Healing’s student welfare 

committee, and Silver 

Industry major, Class of 

2010. “The Healing Zone 

is a place for students who 

want to study and relax. 

It was Healing's campaign 

pledge, and we fulfilled it.”
The Healing Zone is open 

from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 

p.m. Desks line the walls 

with LAN cable ports and 

electrical outlets for laptop 

computers. There are also 

plenty of tables and chairs 

to help students relax.

The Healing Zone even 

has a conference room with 

a conference table, chairs, 

and a large whiteboard 

supplied with markers. It's 

a good place to rehearse 

presentations and work on 

group projects. Students 

who wish to use the 

conference room must 

sign up for a time slot on 

the calendar posted on 

the conference room door. 

There are no time limits for 

using the conference room, 

though students are asked 

to respect the needs of 

others.

Despite the casual 

atmosphere, the Healing 

Zone is not a cafe. So, food 

and drinks are not allowed. 

But students do not have to 

be quiet as they do in the 

library.

“The Healing Zone is a 

good place to study and 

relax," says one student. 

"During my break time, 

I usually come here. 

Unfortunately, my major 

lecture rooms are in 

another building. I wish 

there was a Healing Zone 

there."

At present the only 

Healing Zone is in Shalom 

Hall. Additional Healing 

Zones are being planned for 

other buildings as part of 

Kangnam University's effort 

to help students study more 

comfortably.

By CHARLES IAN CHUN

A year after the release 

of his stellar performance 

of Brahms clarinet sonatas, 

international clarinet soloist 

Maximiliano Martín has 
returned to reinterpret 

beloved clarinet quintets.

Both Mozart and Brahms 

wrote their quintets for the 

top clarinetists of their day, 

Anton Stadler and Richard 

Muhlfeld, respectively. 

Martín’s superb tone and 
styling proves he’s in 
the right company. When 

playing Mozart he seems 

to produce brightly colored 

threads that run brilliantly 

up and down the tight and 

precise yet highly spirited 

weaving of the Badke 

Quartet's tapestry.

The Brahms quintets are 

expressed with such depth 

and vulnerability, there are 

moments when the heart 

aches. Simply beautiful!
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▲ GSMW professor Viktoria Kaunzner performs her own 

composition “Jasmine Rice” at Sarangbat Mental Health 

Rehabilitation Center.

Recharge at the Healing Zone
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▲ Students study and relax at the Healing Zone in Shalom Hall.

Sun Ho Lee (clarinet), Sung 
Gyul Song (cello), and Sang 
Ah Park (piano) perform 
Piazzolla’s “Otono Portano”.


