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By LIM HA KYUNG

More and more students 

realize how important 

English is and are always 

trying hard to improve their 

English ability and get 

a high score on English 

exams. There are many 

ways to study English. 

Students can study on their 

own, attend a language 

institute or join a club. 

Students who wish to join 

a club should consider 

joining KEFI, an English 

conversation club made up 

of different students from 

different schools, different 

regions, and different ages. 

The name Kefi comes 

from Greek and can be 

translated as passion. The 

club started in 2011 with 

the purpose of sharing 

members’ passion for 
English and having fun 

together.

At first the club accepted 

members freely and kept 

an easygoing atmosphere.

However, they soon found a 

problem.

KEFI CONT. ON 3

 By HAN SOL E

The peace of summer 

vacation was interrupted by 

tension in July. Registering 

for 2nd semester courses 

made students nervous, 

particularly when using 

the university's new course 

registration system which 

rolled out this summer. 

Nicknamed the "Basket 

System", this new process 

was designed to resemble 

shopping. Students selected 

their courses just like they 

would shopping online: 

browsing and adding 

courses to a shopping cart 

then clicking to check out.

Previously students could 

only register for courses on 

a PC, but the new Basket 

System allows students to 

also register from their 

mobile device. To ensure 

better web traffic and 

security, the system no 

longer allows simultaneous 

logins by the same user 

By HONG JI EUN

There’s a German village 

in Korea. It’s true! The 
German Village located on 

the island of Namhae is a 

place where you can get 

fresh air, rest your mind 

and body, and experience 

some German culture. When 

you arrive you won’t believe 
you’re still in Korea!
Germans live in the 

village, whose houses are 

all built in the German 

style. There are also 

businesses to help tourists 

experience German 

VILLAGE CONT. ON 4

from different devices.

Prel iminary course 

registration began July 14. 

From the school's website, 

students accessed the 

course registration interface. 

Students logged in then 

applied for their major 

courses and other required 

classes.

Main course registration 

began July 21. This process 

was on a first-come, first-

served basis. As large 

numbers of students were 

on the website at the same 

time, many experienced 

long periods of buffering. 

Students verified their 

course wish list submitted 

the week before and chose 

courses according to their 

levels. Students whose 

choices were accepted were 

finished. Students who were 

unable to apply for a course 

on time lost their chance 

for that day and had to 

repeat the process later.

The next round of course 

registration began July 

24, and many students 

were eager for a second 

bite of the cherry. Some 

students simply gave up 

their chance at a course 

missed the previous time. 

Others simply chose other 

remaining classes. Once 

BASKET CONT. ON 3

A passion 
for English

▲ User interface for Kangnam University’s new Basket System for course registration
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A taste of 
German 
culture in 

Korea

Onward, graduates!

Basket System is an improvement 
that could be better

The English 
Hakbo is online!
englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
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▲ Summer graduates from the Class of 2013 receive their diplomas from Kangnam 
University president Yoon Shin-il on August 20 in Wooweon Hall’s auditorium.
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By CHARLES IAN CHUN

I n Ju n e K a n g n am 

University’s German School 

of Music Weimar welcomed 

back a special guest and an 

old friend. Professor Ulf-

Dieter Schaaff, principal 

flutist for the Berlin Radio 

Symphony Orchestra and 

professor of flute at The 

Liszt School of Music 

Weimar, spent the week 

with students of Professor 

Philipp Jundt and Guest 

Professor Dorothee Binding 

for an intensive series of 

masterclasses. Their efforts 

came to fruition June 5th 

at the Masters & Students 

concert at Dolce Art Hall in 

Seoul.

Masters & Students was 

a showcase for students of 

the German School, whose 

playing received last-minute 

fine-tuning by Schaaff. 

After a robust student 

program that included 

works by Vivaldi, Bach, 

and Prokofiev, Schaaff, 

accompanied by pianist 

Ahn Hye-lim, performed 

Doppler’s Fantaisie pastorale 
hongroise with the mastery 

of breath and tone he 

had been teaching in 

class. He then shared the 

stage with his masterclass 

students,playing duets 

from Mozart’s The Magic 

Flute followed by the Asia 
premiere of Wilfried Hiller’

s Notenbüchlein für Tamino 
(Notebook for Tamino).

Schaaff was in top form 

that evening, and the 

students of the German 

School did not disappoint 

either. “The concept of 
Masters & Students is 

great,” Schaaff remarked 

afterward. “I think the 
concert was a really good 

experience for everybody -- 

for the students and for the 

teachers.”
Students performing on 

stage with their teachers, 

according to Philipp Jundt, 

is quite common in Europe. 

And exposing students 

at the German School to 

such practices has proven 

beneficial. “The level of the 
students at the German 

School is rising.” notes 
Schaaff, who’s made regular 

visits to Korea since 1994 

and the German School 

of Music Weimar since 

2005. The school offers an 

educational experience that 

is authentically German, 

he says. “As I see it, the 
experience is the same -- 

just in Asia.”
Schaaff gives much of the 

credit for theimprovement 

in the German School’s 
flute program to Jundt and 

the new guest professor 

Dorothee Binding. Jundt, 

in particular, is actively 

connected to the music 

world, he adds, “opening 
every possible door, making 

the school interesting for 

very good flute players.”
Schaaff makes his own 

contribution with every 

visit to the German School, 

with rigorous methodology 

offset by his humorous 

demeanor. “When I play the 

flute I express my feelings 

and love for the music. I 

want to send an acoustical, 

visual, and emotional 

message to the audience. I 

try to touch their souls. My 

aim is for the students to 

make their own emotional 

connection to the music 

while they play the flute.”
Schaaff’s habit of mind 

is one that has become 

easier to share with the 

students at the German 

School of Music Weimar. 

“I'm surprised at the quality 

of the students,” he notes. 
“Since the last time I was 

here, which was about two 

years ago, their mentality 

has changed. They are less 

shy with verbal contact and 

are generally more open. 

This shows in their playing, 

as well.”

A teacher returns and sees 
improvement

What you missed ...

"I came to Korea because 
of friendship."

▲ As Kangnam University president Yoon Shin-il looks on, 
retiring English instructor Kivubiro Tabawebbula shares his 
reflections with faculty and staff.

▲ A young couple browses the massive collection of 
vintage stamps, letters, and postcards from around world 
at PhilaKorea’s 2014 World Stamp Exhibition in COEX. Get 
notices and free tickets about similar future events through 
CanGoTo, available on Android and iOS.
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▲ During a masterclass at Kangnam University’s German School of Music Weimar, flute 
professor Ulf-Dieter Schaaff takes a seat at the piano to help student Han Bo-hyun with 

Hindemith’s Sonate for Flute and Piano.

In an afternoon ceremony 

on August 20 in Wooweon 

Hall's auditorium, faculty 

and staff bid farewell to 

four colleagues retiring 

from service at Kangnam 

University: Professor 

Kim Dong-gi from the 

Department of Education, 

administration department 

head Bang Jo-il, and 

Department of Liberal 

Arts English instructors 

Charles Gordon and 

Kivubiro Tabawebbula. 

After Kangnam University 

president Yoon Shin-il 

offered his congratulations, 

three of the retirees 

(Gordon was unable to 

attend) delivered farewell 

remarks.

"Teaching is about learning 

what the students need," 

Tabawebbula reflected. 

"Although we teach English, 

we're also giving students 

skills that are going to help 

them to succeed in life." 

Tabawebbula expressed his 

thanks to the university 

community and shared his 

impressions of Korea. "I 

came to Korea because of 

friendship. It is friendship 

that has been foremost in 

my mind, and I've been 

very impressed by the 

importance of interpersonal 

relationships here. I thank 

Korea for having the chance 

to learn about treating 

your colleagues with 

humility, consideration, and 

kindness."
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this course list was submitted, 

2n d s eme s t e r c ou r s e 

registration was over.

The new Basket System was 

a considerable undertaking, 

and student opinion on it 

seemed to be divided 50-50. 

Many students eagerly looked 

forward to the new registration 

system and were very satisfied 

with the process. Others hated 

the new system and expressed 

strong dissatisfaction with the 

frequent buffering and second 

round of course registration, 

posting their complaints on 

the university support forum.

It's clear, however, that the 

Basket System is innovative 

and a big improvement over 

the previous course registration 

process, which everyone 

seems to agree was terrible. 

Simultaneous login sessions 

used to slow down the process 

even further. Restricting users 

to only one login session at 

a time has been a very nice 

solution. The Basket System is 

generally faster and easier but 

not without its problems. What 

is done in the second round 

of course registration could 

be done in the first. A second 

round is unnecessary and a 

waste of time.

A perfect start to a web 

rollout this big may not exist, 

but there are still many bugs 

to fix in our university's 

B a s k e t S y s t e m. T h e 

administration needs to take 

student complaints seriously 

and improve the process. 

Registering for classes has 

improved, but it can be even 

better.

If you halt, you will falter
There is a big hardware 

store on the way to my 

house. The owner of the 

store opens quite early in 

the morning and starts 

the day off by putting 

out very large hardware 

supplies in front of the 

store. It could be due to 

the lack of space, but 

he does this to show 

customers what he is 

selling. Among the items, 

a couple of ladders which 

ranged from very small 

ladders with only a few 

steps to large ones stood 

out. As I glanced at these 

ladders, a verse from a 

book I had read recently 

came to mind. The title 

of the book is “Dasan 

Eurok Cheongsang” by 
Jeong Min, a professor at 

Hanyang University. The 

following is a verse on the 

teachings of Jeong Yak-

yong who wrote under the 

pen name of Dasan:

The hill of enlightenment 
touches the sky, however, it 
is beyond the reach of ladders 
and steps. If there is a place 
within yourself that you have 
not reached, cultivate yourself 
morally and spiritually to 
reach that place.

In order to reach ahigher 

place, ladders andsteps 

are essential. It is useless 

if the ladder is not high 

enough. With a long ladder 

you will be able to reach 

both high places as well 

as low ones. However, 

with a short ladder it will 

be impossible to reach 

high places. In that sense, 

learning is the act of 

lengthening your ladder 

enabling you to reach 

goals that you have set 

for yourself. However, 

there is no end to the 

process of learning. Do 

you think you will be able 

to apply the knowledge 

that you have learned at 

the university in the real 

world? In an age of rapid 

change, you will only be 

able to put into practice 

what you have learned for 

a couple of years before 

it is considered to be 

old-fashioned or out-of-

date. It is comparable to 

the short ladder you once 

used and soon it became 

useless since you could 

not reach high places with 

that ladder. In order to 

survive in the real world, 

it is essential that you 

constantly stretch out that 

inner ladder to reach those 

high places in your field of 

studies.

Start the semester off on 

the right foot by setting 

goals that you can reach 

with that inner ladder you 

have developed. Learn 

from the mindset and 

attitudes of scholars from 

the past. “Hakyeoyeoksu” 
is an adage that means 

learning is the same thing 

as rowing a boat. If you 

cannot go forward, it will 

lead to regression and 

degeneration. Do your 

best to move forward in a 

consistent manner -- even 

if it is at a slow pace. If 

you come to a halt, then 

all of the things that you 

have achieved will come 

tumbling down.

The words of Dasan and 

“Hakyeoyeoksu” contain 
teachings that tell us 

to stretch out our inner 

ladder that will take us 

far in our lives. We must 

navigate our vessel against 

the tides of rapid change 

bracing ourselves for 

unexpected storms and 

obstacles along the way. 

The world we live in is 

similar to a river where 

the water constantly flows 

with its strong currents. 

Going against the current 

could lead to regression. 

Always keep in mind that 

if you halt, you will falter. 

Translated by Julia Kim

Editorial

BASKET  FROM 1

KEFI  FROM 1

Members took advantage of 

their freedom and behaved 

irresponsibly. As a result 

board members decided 

to institute an attendance 

system starting September 

2014. Yoon Haeun, the 

president of the club, 

expects the new system 

will encourage members to 

study harder.

KEFI has been recruiting 

members each semester 

and currently has over fifty 

active members. They meet 

every Saturday in Seoul 

alternating between Jongno 

and Gangnam. Because 

of the large number of 

members, they always study 

in small groups. Afterward 

they go to a pub together 

to relax and bond. They 

even work in association 

with other another club 리플

(pronounced “ripple”) doing 
things like holding debates 

and a reading club. They 

even held a track meet last 

year! “We are considering 

reaching out to other clubs 

to promote friendship this 

year, too,” says Yoon.
In addition to working 

with other clubs, KEFI 

holds annual events to test 

their skills with foreigners.

Members form teams and 

give each other missions 

like asking a foreigner 

for directions. Club vice 

president Kim Hyunwoo 

said, “I felt some pressure 

talking with foreigners. But 

after doing these missions 

I realized it wasn’t such a 
big deal. Plus the foreigners 

I talked to were so kind 

and positive about what we 

were doing, it took a lot of 

the pressure off.”
“It was really fun,” said 

club designer Hwang 

Seojung, “and foreigners 
responded well when we 

approached them with our 

missions. Just by using the 

English we know and body 

language, we were able to 

communicate pretty easily. 

After doing this I became 

more confident speaking 

English.”
KEFI’s 7th sess ion 

will begin in September. 

“Because of a l l the 

changes, I’m really looking 

forward to this semester,” 
says Yoon. “The current 
group of members seems 

sincere and enthusiastic 

about learning English. I 

think this semester is going 

to be good.”
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▲ KEFI members wait to leave for membership training.

Interested in writing for The English Hakbo? 
We are always looking for new reporters. Visit 

englishhakbo.chaekjang.com
for more details.

Help Wanted
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culture. A local restaurant 

sells German food and has 

a museum in its basement. 

There is also a gardening 

art town. The seashore and 

terraced farms make for 

beautiful scenery and is a 

great backdrop for taking 

pictures.

The history of the German 

Village begins in the 1960s 

when Park Chung-hee was 

president. In 1964 the West 

German president Heinrich 

Lubke invited President 

Park to his country. When 

he arrived President Park 

visited the Ruhr coal mines 

where many Korean miners 

and nurses were living and 

working. At the time South 

Korea was very poor, and 

the president borrowed 

money from West Germany 

in exchange for Korean 

labor. When he visited his 

fellow countrymen and 

women, Park encouraged 

them by telling them their 

labor would benefit future 

generations and “pave the 
way for a foundation of 

prosperity like that of other 

nations.”
Park reportedly wept 

after leaving his fellow 

Koreans. President Lubke 

consoled him by giving 

him a handkerchief and 

vowing his continued 

support. “Let’s achieve an 
economic rebirth to unite 

our divided countries,” he 
said. “The only way to 

defeat communism is with 

an economic rebirth.”
This partnership between 

West Germany and South 

Korea played an important 

role in Korea’s “Miracle on 

the Han River”. Decades 

later Namhae County began 

construction of the German 

Village and invited Koreans 

and their German spouses 

to live there, offering them 

cheap land and financial 

support.

Namhae is in South 

Gyeongsang Province, 

so it’s pretty far from 

Seoul. You’ll have to think 
carefully about how to get 

there. Of course, if you go 

with your family, you can 

just take the car. But if 

you go by yourself or with 

friends, an express bus may 

be the best way. Why not 

KTX? When you get to the 

closest KTX station you still 

need to take an intercity 

bus to the German Village. 

You don’t want to pay for a 
taxi, do you?

Renting a room in a 

German Village guesthouse 

may be a bit too hard on 

a student budget. Instead 

students should find lodging 

outside the village. Many 

buildings outside the 

village are also built in 

the German style but are 

much cheaper. To enjoy the 

village be ready to spend 

about 150,000 won per 

person. It’s a lot of money 

for a student, but it’s worth 
it.

A visit to the German 

Village is a chance to 

grow a little and broaden 

your mind. If you didn’t 
have a chance to visit this 

summer, consider going in 

the fall during Octoberfest 

for some great German 

sausage and beer.

Movie Review
Myeongnyang makes wavesVILLAGE  FROM 1

By HAN SOL E

Koreans have been 

enjoying the biggest box 

office hit in the country's 

movie history. Director Kim 

Han-min's Myeongnyang 

(명량), also known as The 

Admiral: Roaring Currents, 

has been seen by over 16 

million people, attracting 

huge audiences and 

breaking records right from 

its opening night.

Myeongnyang is another 

successful historical film 

for Kim, whose War of 

the Arrows (최종병기활) 

in 2011 also did well at 

the box office. The film is 

also another feather in the 

cap for actor Choi Min-

shik, who plays the movie's 

protagonist Admiral Yi Sun-

shin. Choi, who has enjoyed 

a varied filmography, is 

famous for his roles in the 

2003 revenge story Old 

Boy and 2012 crime drama 

New World. He makes his 

English-language debut in 

Luc Besson's Lucy, opening 

in Korea September 3.

The movie depicts Admiral 

Yi's role in the 1597 Battle 

of Myeongnyang. Admiral 

Yi commanded his fleet of 

twelve ships and succeeded 

in checking the advance 

of Japan's massive navy 

of more than 300 ships. 

His brilliant war tactics 

damaged and destroyed 

numerous Japanese ships, 

resulting in a victory for 

Korea.

Myeongnyang i s a 

powerful and entertaining 

movie. Made with a massive 

budget of 16 billion won, 

it is filled with intense 

action and special effects. 

The movie, however, has 

its flaws. While Admiral Yi 

may be the most pivotal 

figure from the battle, he 

was still one of many. 

Some audience members 

may feel the movie focuses 

too much on the hero, 

neglecting other important 

characters. The Japanese 

admiral Kurushima, for 

example, is a charismatic 

character and worthy enemy 

who dies an empty death 

that minimizes his impact.

Nonetheless the success 

of the movie has had 

a huge ripple effect on 

Korean society. More 

people have renewed 

their interest in Admiral 

Yi and are reading more 

about him and the 16th 

century Japanese invasion 

of Korea. Biographies on 

Yi and publications of his 

war diary (Nanjung Ilgi) 

have seen a noticeable 

increase in sales. It is not 

surprising that three out 

of five Koreans have gone 

to the theaters to watch 

Myeongnyang. A movie that 

is not only entertaining but 

also gets people excited 

about history doesn't come 

along every day.
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National Museum of Korea
Landscapes: Seeking the 
Ideal Land
Ends September 28

Paik Nam June Art Center
Good Morning Mr. Orwell 
Ends November 16

Gyeonggi Provincial Museum
World Wide Horse
Ends December 31

National Palace Museum of 
Korea
The Birth, Aging, Illness, and 
Death of The Royal Family of 
The Joseon Dynasty
Ends September 14

Korean Folk Village
Historical Drama Festival
October - November

MUSEUM WATCH!


